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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  NO.  18:  2004 
Introduction 


The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh 
Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the 
Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the 
Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely 
matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  The  recording 
areas  and  Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below.  Those  with  a  *  prublish  a  county 
bird  report. 


COUNTY 

Vice-county 

No. 

Recorder 

ANGLESEY 

52 

S.  Culley,  Millhouse,  Penmynydd  Road,  Menai 
Bridge,  Anglesey  LL59  5RT. 

BRECON  * 

42 

A.  King,  Heddfan,  Pennorth,  Brecon.  Powys. 

CAERNARFON 

49 

J.  Bames,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN 

44 

D.  Moore,  Rowan  Howe,  Gors  Road,  Salem, 
Carmarthenshire.  SA19  7LY. 

CEREDIGION  * 

46 

H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth, 
Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

DENBIGH  &  FLINT  * 

50  &  51 

I.  Spence,  43  Blackbrook,  Sychdyn,  Mold.  CH7 

6LT 

41  S.J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl. 

CF36  3 UN. 

41  R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road, 

Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5  9LB 
35  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport, 

NP6  ISP. 


MEIRIONNYDD 

48 

J.  Dustow,  Afallon,  7  Gian  y  Don,  Rhiwbryfdir, 
Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  Gwynedd.  LL41  3LW. 

MONTGOMERY 

47 

Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd, 
Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 

PEMBROKE  * 

45 

G.H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest, 
Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

RADNOR 

43 

P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley, 
Rhadader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 

Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

The  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales  publishes  the  Pembrokeshire  and  Ceredigion  reports 
(also  available  from  the  respective  County  Recorders)  plus  The  Island  Naturalist,  which  is  the 
Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer. 

Report 

County  /  Region 

Editor 

Cambrian 

Anglesey,  Caernarfon 

Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane, 

and  Meirionnydd 

Bangor,  Gwynedd  LL57  4BU. 

East  Glamorgan 

East  Glamorgan 

G.  Thomas  &  J.  Wilson 

Gwent 

Gwent 

B.  Gregory 

Bardsey 

Bardsey 

SD  Stansfield 

GLAMORGAN  * 

(Bridgend,  Rhondda  /  Cynon  /  Taff, 
Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and 
Caerphilly 
GOWER  * 

(Swansea  &  Neath  /  Port  Talbot) 
GWENT  * 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 
in  Wales 


Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of  publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for: 

>  • 

GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (1976)  and  The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent  (1987), 
3btainable  from  J.M.S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire. 

.  GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum 
of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading  booksellers. 
i  GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.K. 

Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 
t  PEMBROKE:  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds  (1994), 
obtainable  from  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales,  this  has  been  superseded  by  Birding  in 
Pembrokeshire  (2004),  available  from  J.  Green  (WBR  Editor). 

*,  CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch, 
Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

ANGLESEY:  The  Birds  of  Anglesey  (2004)  by  P.  Whalley  &  P.  Hope  Jones.  Available  from 
bookshops. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country.  This  was  updated  in  2002  with  the  WOS  publication  Birds  in  Wales  1992- 
2000.  Both  are  now  out  of  print. 
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SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species 
regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless 
that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be 
submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The  secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.J. 
Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  St.  Ives.  Cornwall  TR26  3AZ. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those 
occurring  5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records 
of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report. 
As  not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such 
records  must  not  automatically  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel 
may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting,  £ 
either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are 
available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the 
Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting  - 
members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in  2003  comprised: 

R. I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon,  P.  Bristow  -  Glamorgan,  C.  Jones  -  Gwent, 

S.  Hugheston-Roberts  -  Caernarfon,  A.  Williams  -  Ceredigion. 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth, 

Cardigan  SA43  2AR.  E-mail:  j  rgreen@onetel .  com 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  in  2004  were: 

Bean  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Cory's 
Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Night  Heron,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Montagu's  Harrier, 
Rough-legged  Buzzard,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane, 
Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck's  Stint,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper, 
Red-necked  Phalarope,  Iceland  Gull  of  race  kumlieni.  Bee-eater,  Short-toed  Lark,  Shore  Lark,  .i 
Wood  Lark,  Richard's  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail  races  except  flava  and  flavissima , 
Bluethroat,  Nightingale,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious 
Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas's  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Rose-  ■ 
coloured  Starling,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common  Rosefmch,  Common  ~ 
Redpoll,  Cirl  Bunting,  Corn  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little  Bunting. 

Dartford  Warbler  has  been  dropped  from  the  WRP  list  as  of  Tst  January  2004. 

The  following  races  have  been  added  to  the  WRP  list  as  of  July  2005:  Black  Brant,  tristis 
Chiffchaff  and  Northern  Bullfinch. 

TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REP  OR  T 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2004  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all 
Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for 
each  species  in  each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore 
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)ccur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the 
nonth,  and  over  the  winter,  with  movement  between  sites.  For  some  wildfowl,  the  numbers  of 
Dreeding  pairs  are  assessed  by  the  number  of  males  present  during  the  breeding  season. 

Where  ever  possible  records  from  GLAMORGAN  have  been  split  into  EASTERN 
ilGLAMORGAN  or  GOWER,  similarly  those  from  CLWYD  have  been  split  into  DENBIGH 
and  FLINT.  The  area  along  the  Wye,  around  Glasbury  is  entered  as  RADNOR  /  BRECON 
unless  the  county  was  specifically  identified  by  the  respective  county  recorders. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in 
spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the 
pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or 
more  months  it  is  recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

The  species  comments  are  those  to  be  found  in  Birds  in  Wales  or  Birds  in  Wales  1992-2000. 

The  species  codes  are  as  follows: 

(A)  A  rare  species  where  all  records  are  quoted. 

(B)  Unusual  species,  where  a  summary  of  records  is  given. 

(C)  Commoner  species,  where  a  summary  of  breeding  records,  large  counts  or 
unusual  records  is  given. 

(D)  A  common  species,  where  there  is  nothing  of  note  to  report. 

Last  year  we  decided  to  move  from  the  traditional  Voous  Taxonomic  List  to  the  new  BOU  one 
but  kept  the  traditional  names.  I  requested  constructive  comments  on  this  change  -  very  few 
were  received.  At  the  2004  WOS  Conference  I  conducted  a  quick  show  of  hands  as  to  which 
List  members  preferred  -  the  vast  majority  were  unbothered.  As  a  result  I  intend  to  continue 
using  the  new  BOU  list. 

A  CKNO  WLED  GEMENTS 

This  report  was  put  together  by  Rhion  Pritchard  (Waders)  and  Jon  Green  (the  rest).  Stephen 
Berry  and  Michael  Young-Powell  assisted  in  the  checking  and  editing  processes  and  the  final 
texts  were  edited  by  Graham  Williams  (Editor  of  Welsh  Birds).  The  ornithological  summary 
for  2004  was  prepared  by  Tony  Prater,  the  Ringing  Report  by  Peter  Howlett,  the  article  on 
Breeding  Ospreys  by  Patrick  Lindley  (and  the  information  on  Black  Grouse  &  Hen  Harrier) 
and  the  article  on  the  Llangorse  Paddy-field  Warbler  by  Jerry  Lewis.  Extra  information  was 
also  supplied  by  Reg  Thorpe.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  all  for  their 
hard  work. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the 
data  upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the 
Editors'  additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Howells  for  his  comprehensive 
tables  detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet.  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Elvet  Jones  sent  their  personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint.  Unfortunately  the  WEBS 
counts  for  the  Dee  were  not  submitted  neither  were  any  records  from  Carmarthenshire. 

Steve  Culley,  Bob  Mitchell,  Steve  Roberts  and  Colin  Richards  have  each  supplied  some 
excellent  sketches  to  embellish  the  text.  Photographs  were  provided  by  Janet  Baxter,  Melvin 
Grey,  Lyndon  Lomax,  Steve  Stansfield  and  Barry  Stewart.  The  front  cover  was  by  Emyr  Evans, 
courtesy  of  the  RSPB.  In  future  I  would  be  grateful  for  any  high  quality  photographs  taken  of 
birds  in  Wales  to  be  sent  directly  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible.  My  thanks  to  all  for  their  help. 

Jon  Green,  Editor. 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  2004 


The  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  has  been  working  with  other  organisations  in  Wales  (RSPB 
Cymru,  BTO,  WWT  and  CCW)  to  report  annually  on  The  State  of  Birds  in  Wales.  These  were 
based  on  priority  action  species  identified  in  The  Population  Status  of  Birds  in  Wales  (Thorpe 
and  Young  2003).  These  documents  are  available  on  the  WOS  website. 

The  data  are  from  a  number  of  sources  including  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  organised  by  the 
BTO,  the  Wetland  Bird  Counts  by  the  WWT,  seabird  monitoring  for  Joint  Nature  Conservation 
Committee  and  a  host  of  specific  survey  and  other  data  from  the  member  organisations  and  bird 
clubs  in  Wales.  This  short  overview  is  based  on  the  annual  review  given  at  the  WOS/BTO 
Conference  in  March  2005. 

Breeding  highlights  though  included  a  number  of  species  outside  this  framework!  By  far  the 
most  significant  was  the  breeding  of  two  pairs  of  Ospreys  in  Wales.  One,  near  Porthmadog 
was  unsuccessful  when  the  waterlogged  nest  slipped  and  the  two  young  chicks  fell  from  the 
nest  and  died  from  exposure.  The  other  pair  successfully  fledged  a  single  chick,  probably  the 
first  to  be  raised  in  Wales.  Although  the  Avocets  have  now  been  breeding  for  three  years  at  the 
Newport  Wetlands  reserve,  the  successful  fledging  of  five  young  in  2004  from  two  pairs  marks 
a  further  strengthening  of  the  population;  these  are  also  the  first  breeding  records  of  the  species 
in  Wales.  Bitterns  remain  as  a  potential  re-coloniser  with  one  booming  at  Malltraeth  to  early 
May;  we  hope  the  20  year  gap  in  breeding  records  will  soon  be  ended. 

Seabirds  in  Wales  have  been  bucking  the  trend  seen  in  Scotland  and  the  North  Sea  by 
maintaining  their  strong  performance;  of  the  key  species  surveyed  in  2004,  Gannets  on 
Grassholm  again  increased  to  32,094  aos  and  the  productivity  was  high  at  73%.  Most  of  the 
terns  had  a  good  year  with  near  record  totals  of  1,921-1,924  pairs  of  Arctic  terns  (mostly  on  the 
Skerries  and  Ynys  Feurig),  1,563  pairs  of  Sandwich  Terns  on  Cemlyn  and  89  pairs  of  Little 
Terns  at  Gronant.  All  had  good  or  excellent  levels  of  productivity.  Unfortunately,  again,  no 
Roseate  Terns  bred.  Although  there  was  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  Guillemots  on 
Skomer,  numbers  remained  at  near  record  levels  and  about  three  times  the  number  found  in  the 
1960s. 

Information  from  our  uplands  provided  mixed  news  with  Hen  Harriers  having  their  best  year 
since  they  re-colonised  in  1958;  40  pairs  were  located  compared  with  25-30  in  recent  years. 
Black  Grouse  numbers  at  sites  with  repeat  surveys  showed  a  small,  10  male,  decrease  but 
numbers  still  remained  high  at  233  males  compared  with  the  numbers  in  the  late  1990s.  In 
repeat  surveys,  compared  with  populations  in  the  early  1980s,  Stonechats  showed  a  massive,  i 
ten-fold  increase;  Meadow  Pipits,  Whinchats  and  Ravens  were  all  up  significantly.  However, 
there  was  a  non-significant  decline  in  Ring  Ouzels  and  Wheatears  while  the  only  wader 
(Curlew)  abundant  enough  to  measure,  declined  by  83%. 


i 
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"he  upland  decrease  in  Curlew  was  mirrored  in  the  lowlands  with  lowland  wet  meadow 
lumbers  showing  a  79%  decline  between  1982  and  2002  while  BBS  counts  found  a  non- 
ignificant  31%  decline  since  1994.  The  widespread  and  massive  decline  of  Curlews  perhaps 
nakes  it  the  species  in  most  serious  decline  in  Wales,  certainly  mirroring  the  similar  problem  in 
^apwings.  Lapwings  too  declined  on  lowland  wet  meadows  -  this  time  by  71%.  It  has  not  yet 
urned  the  comer  towards  recovery. 

Chough  continue  to  prosper  with  a  small  increase  in  mid  and  north  Wales;  in  regularly  counted 
ireas  numbers  increased  from  133-140  to  141-157  pairs  between  2000  and  2004.  Though  this 
lides  the  loss  of  the  small  number  breeding  in  inland  mid-Wales.  The  Nightjar  survey  revealed 
i  24%  increase  since  1992;  with  234  churring  males  noted  compared  with  188  in  1992.  A 
small  decrease  in  range  was  noted  but  the  population  was  very  much  concentrated  on  forest 
dearfells  -  a  habitat  under  threat  from  a  strong  move  towards  continuous  cover  forestry. 

\part  from  waders,  most  species  so  far  considered,  have  shown  positive  changes  but  the 
Farmland  bird  suite  provides  no  glimmer  of  light;  the  best  we  can  say  about  the  farmland  bird 
index  is  that  it  is  bumping  along  the  bottom.  Yellowhammer  decrease  (39%  since  1994)  may 
nave  slowed;  Tree  Sparrow  distribution  has  massively  decreased  since  the  1980s  but  the  major 
efforts  being  made  by  ornithological  societies/individuals  in  Wales  may  be  helping  to  hold  the 
fragmented  remnants  while  Bullfinches  (-28%  since  1994)  and  starlings  (-62%)  show  no  better 
patterns.  Turtle  Dove,  with  just  a  handful  of  pairs  hanging  on  in  Gwent  and  Com  Buntings, 
now  absent  from  the  Dee  valley  but  with  two  males  in  mid-Wales,  are,  sadly,  strong  candidates 
for  Welsh  extinction. 

In  terms  of  rare  migrants,  two  species  were  added  to  the  Welsh  list  in  2004.  One  was  a 
BOURC  split,  so  the  Black  Brant  has  now  been  elevated  to  specific  status.  As  a  result  the  long- 
staying  male  at  Llanfairfechan,  now  attracts  regular  crowds.  However,  the  Paddyfield  Warbler 
trapped  at  Llangorse,  was  a  real  first.  There  has  been  an  upsurge  recently  of  this  rare  eastern 
vagrant  in  western  Britain  in  recent  years,  so  perhaps  it  was  not  unexpected,  but  the  location 
was! 

The  wintering  Hume’s  Warbler  at  Caernarfon  was  only  the  second  for  Wales  while  the 
returning  Redhead  at  Llanelid/Kenfig  was  almost  expected.  But  a  Cirl  Bunting  on  Bardsey  (the 
first  in  Wales  since  1984)  might  just  be  a  scout  for  them  to  return  as  global  warming  becomes  a 
reality. 


T.  Prater. 


CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2004 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map 
on  page,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are 
abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W 
etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima;  j 
Est.  estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations; 
GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP  Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer 
plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  pr/prs  pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and' 
wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal 
area  of  the  Wentloog  Fevels  in  Gwent,  NWR,  the  Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff, 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G, 
the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in 
Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF,  the  part  of  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  that  is  in  Flint. 

I 


MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species,  now  increasing  in  most  counties. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  19  prs.  at  13  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
19  prs.  at  16  sites;  GOWER:  32+  cygnets  from  12  sites;  BRECON:  a  total  of  7  pairs  raised  29 
young  at  7  sites;  15  prs.  in  RADNOR;  CAERNARFON:  at  5  sites;  ANGLESEY:  8  prs.  at  7 
sites.  Systematic  counts  at  sites  with  over  25  recorded  at  least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

GWENT 

NWR 

30 

16 

25 

19 

14 

GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay/ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

30 

Lower  Ely 
Roath  Park  L 

78 

23 

80 

34 

59 

Cosmeston 

138 

120 

79 

94 

89 

The  Knap 

139 

131 

109 

124 

98 

Ogmore  Est  / 

14 

6 

4 

4 

28 

Watermill 
Kenfig  NNR 

13 

14 

11 

15 

11 

Fendrod  L. 
PEMB. 

26 

24 

17 

18 

15 

Cleddau 

20 

24 

1 1 

Teifi 

8 

10 

8 

MERI. 

Glas/Dwy 

48 

34 

30 

35 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

21 

1 1 

14 

23 

32 

Tr.  Lafan 

6 

5 

10 

2 

109 

ANGLE. 
Llyn  Alaw 


J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

7 

16 

10 

29 

60 

45 

80 

91 

52 

67 

- 

- 

74 

83 

80 

54 

80 

104 

76 

32 

80 

69 

59 

119 

- 

75 

126 

104 

138 

- 

22 

8 

1 

15 

49 

45 

30 

25 

30 

27 

9 

6 

36 

21 

21 

23 

11 

17 

46 

37 

42 

44 

23 

14 

54 

86 

33 

43 

61 

39 

45 

13 

155 

208 

220 

156 

39 

15 

24 

37 

53 

Max.  flocks  elsewhere  were:  110  at  Ffordd  Fawr,  BRECON  on  Mar.  16th,  the  non-breeding 
herd  in  the  summer  at  Llangorse  was  reduced  to  a  max  of  73  birds,  138  at  Glasbury  on  Nov. 
14lh  and  158  on  the  Lower  Wye,  RADNOR  on  Jan.  19th. 
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TEWICK'S  SWAN  Cygnus  columbianus  ALARCH  BEWICK 

G)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  Brecon,  Carmarthen,  Gwent  and  Radnor. 
Elsewhere  recorded  in  larger  flocks  on  spring  passage. 

\11  records  were:  in  GWENT:  2  at  Gobion  on  Jan.  2nd  &  Feb.  7th  -  12th,  up  to  6  at  Nedern  Jan. 
24th  -  Mar.  4th,  with  7  there  on  Mar.  2nd  and  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  4  on  Feb.  Is1  and  2  on  Dec. 
19th;  E.  GFAMORGAN:  a  flock  of  13  (12  ads,  1  imm)  were  at  Flan/Fis  Res.,  on  Jan.  3rd  and 

—  _  tL 

an  adult  and  2  juvs  were  chased  from  The  Watermill  -  Ogmore  by  Mute  Swans  on  Oct.  30  . 
One  flew  over  Carew  M  P,  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  2nd  and  what  may  have  been  the  same  bird 
was  at  St  David’s  airfield  on  Jan.  20th  -  29th.  A  single  at  Pond  yr  Oerfa,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan. 
21st 


11th  were  also  seen  at  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Nov.  4tn.  There  were 


Feb.  28th  and  presumably  same  at  Pencefn  pool.  Mar.  8th  -  15th.  4  at  Ynyshir  Nov.  3rd 

th 


in 

et 


two  at  Llanerchymedd,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  13th.  In  FLINT  40  were  counted  at  Shotwick 
Boating  Lake  on  Jan.  15th,  with  60  there  the  following  day.  2  were  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  Jan. 
24th  and  85  were  on  Flint  Mudflats  on  Dec.  29th. 


WHOOPER  SWAN  Cygnus  cygnus 


ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 


(C)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  several  Welsh  counties, 
Caernarfon,  Montgomery  and  Meirionnydd. . 


County  totals  in  each  month: 


notably  Anglesey, 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

4 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

2 

8 

5 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

2 

3 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

5 

7 

4 

10 

19 

RADNOR 

1 

1 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

6 

Aberhafesp 

26 

28 

31 

9 

21  +12 

juvs 

14 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 1 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

69 

67 

74 

2 

27 

79 

67 

a  CAERNARFON 

1 

1 

5 

;  ANGLESEY 

7 

8 

16 

16 

4 

Llyn  Alaw  area 

7 

1 

15 

Llanerchymedd 

52 

74 

23 

4 

46 

DENBIGH 

1 

1 

1 

FLINT  5 


Larger  groups  recorded  on  passage  included:  on  ANGLESEY:  8  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Feb. 

1 1th,  20  flew  over  the  Braint  estuary  on  Nov.  13th  and  16  flew  NW  past  The  Range  on  Dec.  1st. 

8  on  Llyn  y  Gadair,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  30th,  7  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  8th  and  1 1  NW  of 
Rhiw  on  Dec.  16lh. 

A  bird  with  a  smashed  wing  at  Ty  Newydd  Morfa  on  the  Glaslyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  was 
caught  by  the  RSPCA  on  Apr.  5  and  later  put  down.  One  bird  with  a  neck  ring  at  Llanfrothen 
on  Jan.  3rd  had  been  ringed  in  NW  Iceland.  Birds  returned  to  the  Glaslyn  area  from  Oct.  7th. 


PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  north  Wales.  Subject  to  hard  weather 
influxes. 

All  records  were:  an  influx  in  January  on  the  Dyfi  estuary,  CEREDIGION  /  MONTGOMERY, 
with  178  on  Jan.  26th  (one  individual  had  a  neck-collar  and  had  been  previously  seen  this  winter 
in  Norfolk  and  Scotland),  19  were  present  on  Feb.  25th,  21  on  Mar.  12th  and  2  remained  until 
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May  5th;  around  the  Glaslyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  9th  to  Apr.  6th  with 
two  here  on  Mar.  22nd  and  Apr.  7th  &  19th.  70+  flew  N  over  Llandudno,  CAERNARFON  on 
Jan.  26th.  There  was  one  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  Feb.  17th  &  25th  with  5  here  on  the  28th  and  one  at 
Penrhyn  Bay  on  Feb.  25th  -  Mar.  12th.  One  at  Prenteg  on  Feb.  14th  was  presumably  the  same 
bird  recorded  for  MEIRIONNYDD.  In  the  second  winter  period  120+  flew  E  over  Penrhyn  Bay 
on  Oct.  10th.  On  ANGLESEY:  53  flew  over  Amlwch  heading  NW  on  Jan.  26th.  There  were  37 
at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Feb.  19th  and  60  there  on  Mar.  5th,  with  two  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  Feb.  29th  and  6 
at  Llyn  Coron  on  Mar.  5  .  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  three  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct. 

1 1th.  200  were  at  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  Feb.  26th  and  4  were  at  Trevalyn  Meadows  on  the  28th. 
In  FLINT  69  were  seen  at  Shotton  on  Dec.  15  and  a  single  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  the  30  . 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  GWTDD  DALCEN-V/EN 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor;  regular  flock  of  albifrons  frequented  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthen  but 
this  ceased  1996,  whilst  Ceredigion  supports  the  only  regular  flock  of  flavirostris  although  a 
new  flock  developed  on  Anglesey  for  a  few  years.  Rare  elsewhere,  except  occasionally  during 
hard  weather. 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION,  with  max.  of  110 
in  the  1st  winter  period,  last  being  seen  on  Apr.  12th  and  1st  returning  on  Oct.  3rd,  building  to  a 
late  winter  max.  of  92  (these  were  also  seen  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY).  15  flew  over  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  26th. 

—  th  ^ 

7  of  the  European  Race  albifrons  were  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  Dec.  5  . 

Records  that  were  not  sub-specifically  identified  included:  2  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Dec. 
18th;  8  Marloes  Mere,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  17th,  2  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on 
Mar.  6th  and  6  that  flew  S  over  Mynydd  Bodafon,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  18th. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

(C)  A  rare  winter  visitor.  Majority  of  records  relating  to  feral  birds  mainly  in  Caernarfon, 
Anglesey  and  Denbigh. 

Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  100  at  least  once: 


J 

F 

M 

A  M  J  J 

A  S 

0 

N 

CAERN. 

T.  Lafan  223 

121 

47 

44 

262  276 

270 

406 

ANGLE. 

Llyn  Alaw 

122 

73 

219 

200 

Llyn  Coron  214 

68 

38 

1 

140  265 

143 

47 

L.  Maelog 

136 

11 

61  37  106  303 

352  6 

Valley  Wet. 

236 

167 

173  961  482 

73  116 

2 

183 

There  were  c.  190  at  Llyn  Llywenan,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  5th. 

A  ringed  individual  at  Margam  Park,  GOWER  had  been  ringed  as  a  gosling  near 

Speech 

tB 

House,  Gloucestershire  on  July  16  and  controlled  at  Strathclyde  in  September  2003. 
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'  CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

|  C)  A  locally  common  feral  breeding  resident  in  most  counties,  with  populations  continuing  to 
xpand. 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

WENT 

NWR 

200 

88 

11 

15 

22 

8 

6 

168 

97 

108 

124 

78 

Llandegf. 

98 

14 

52 

37 

54 

48 

44 

104 

309 

20 

288 

ILAM. 

Llan/Lis  R. 

2 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

28 

192 

34 

37 

Caerphilly 

130 

178 

75 

57 

52 

100 

- 

- 

41 

52 

75 

101 

KNNR 

55 

23 

11 

4 

0 

0 

43 

182 

189 

82 

16 

50 

EMB. 

Cleddau 

'ERE. 

248 

247 

68 

631 

486 

459 

367 

Teifi 

300 

40 

36 

294 

.’ERE  /  MONT 

Dyfi 

1755 

1401 

1576 

335 

570 

2437 

2170 

1991 

1091 

1557 

1615 

1416 

5RECON 

Llangorse 

S.NGLE. 

290 

430 

17 

12 

80 

550 

550 

390 

390 

360 

936 

469 

Jyn  Alaw 

124 

15 

185 

140 

270 

Valley  W. 

131 

61 

31 

370 

15 

132 

107 

29 

0 

5 

i.arge  numbers  elsewhere  included:  in  PEMBROKE  576  at  W  Cleddau  June  19th  &  400  on 
\ug.  2nd  and  varying  numbers  present  Nevem  Est.  Sept.  6th  -  Oct.  24th,  peaking  at  530  on 
>  Sept.  28th.  550  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  in  October. 


*  BARNACLE  GOOSE  Branta  leucopsis 


(C)  A  regular  winter  visitor  in 

small  numbers, 

regular 

on 

the  Dyfi. 

relating  to  escapes  from  captivity. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

S 

GWENT 

1 

2  _ 

E.  GLAM. 

5 

7 

5 

5 

5 

2  2 

5 

5 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

3 

4 

1 

1 

CERE.  Dyfi 

106 

106 

BRECON 

1 

9 

MONT. 

119 

CAERN. 

1 

ANGLESEY 

3 

3 

10 

9 

3 

7 

Valley  Wetlands 

10 

8 

3 

0  4 

0 

9 

A  count  of  1 19  on  the  Dyfi  estuary,  on  the  MONTGOMERY  side,  on  Sept. 


GWYDD  WYRAN 
Majority  of  records 


O  N  D 

5  5  5 

1 

9  6  8 

105  126  126 

1  3 

3  1 

9 

0  0  8 

14th. 


BRENT  GOOSE  Branta  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

(C)  A  regular  wintering  population  is  found  in  the  Burry  Inlet  and  on  Anglesey.  Elsewhere, 
small  numbers  are  recorded  in  winter  and  on  passage. 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla  at  the  main  sites  were: 

J  F  M  A  S  O  N  D 

GLAM.  Burry  S.  830  905  1020  1  5  490  825  805 

ANGLESEY  Traeth  Abermenai  5  21  22  5 

160  feeding  among  rockpools  at  Broughton  Bay,  GOWER  on  Dec.  4th. 
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Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  at  the  main  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

O 

N 

D 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

47 

50 

96 

9 

16 

99 

109 

ANGFESEY 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

105 

65 

115 

64 

2 

50 

112 

Holyhead  Bay  /  Penrhos 

62 

54 

127 

Traeth  Abermenai 

35 

84 

25 

123 

151 

th 

The  count  of  151  at  Traeth  Abermenai  on  Dec.  27  is  probably  a  record  for  Wales  for  this 
race.  There  were  99  in  the  Menai  Straits  north  of  Foryd  Bay,  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  24th. 

34  off  Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Apr.  16  and  29,  presumably  the  same  birds,  at  Oystermouth  on 
the  26th. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspecies,  excluding  the  above,  are  tabulated: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  S 

O 

N 

D 

bernicla 

18 

7 

8 

1 

1 

3 

12 

6 

hrota 

28 

15 

18 

9 

4 

8 

26 

21 

race  unknown 

4 

1 

1 

A  single  of  the  race  known  as  Black  Brant,  B.  b.  nigricans  was  at  Wemffrwd  /  Llanrhidian  / 
Crofty  /  Pwll  y  froga,  GOWER  Nov.  26th  2003  until  Jan.  2nd  2004.  This  is  the  second  Welsh 
record  of  this  race. 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  A/opochen  aegyptiacns  GWYDD  YR  AIFFT 

(A)  Feral. 

Singles  at:  Monmouth  on  the  River  Wye,  GWENT  on  July  18  ;  at  Tywyn/Broadwater, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  16th;  on  the  Glaslyn  at  Ty  Newydd  Lon  Fudur,  CAERNARFON  / 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Feb.  10th. 


SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  in  coastal  areas,  but  rare  passage  migrant  to  inland 
counties. 

Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

380 

125 

210 

19 

4 

37 

27 

25 

113 

720 

810 

416 

NWR 

199 

207 

437 

155 

110 

176 

268 

19 

46 

59 

600 

266 

Undy 

320 

257 

142 

104 

72 

190 

14 

113 

184 

143 

GLAM. 

Rhymney 

70 

285 

85 

22 

40 

20 

96 

- 

180 

800 

641 

200 

Burry  S. 

675 

620 

595 

330 

125 

50 

135 

15 

35 

355 

765 

500 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Es 
CERE. 

700 

449 

234 

12 

132 

248 

715 

Dyfi  Est. 

345 

319 

243 

191 

274 

155 

31 

4 

22 

150 

310 

348 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

146 

215 

206 

210 

24 

29 

5 

9 

2 

56 

118 

188 

T.  Lafan 

504 

478 

476 

194 

16 

56 

186 

300 

327 

ANGLE. 

Malltraeth 

290 

204 

590 

473 

T.  Aberm. 

905 

173 

340 

370 

275 

Large  counts  elsewhere  in  GWENT  included  a  max.  178  at  Rumney  Gt  Wharf  on  Jan.  22nd  and 
in  the  second  winter  period  800  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Rhymney  on  Oct.  8th  and  500  at 
Rumney  Gt  Wharf  on  Dec.  16th. 
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Inland  birds  were  noted  during  spring  passage  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  Mar.  30th  -  Apr.  17th, 
max.  3  on  15th  and  8  there  briefly  at  dawn  on  Sept.  2nd. 


Breeding  reports:  broods  totalling  29y  along  the  GWENT  coast  and  22y  at  NWR  Goldcliff;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  the  only  known  successful  broods  were  at  Ogmore  Est  where  min  3  pairs 
reared  at  least  20  juvs;  a  total  of  67  ducklings  counted  in  the  Burry  inlet  GOWER;  in 
PEMBROKE  a  total  122  ducklings  in  21  broods  were  counted  on  the  Cleddau,  24  young  in  4 

I  broods  Teifi  Est,  4  or  5  pairs  produced  2  broods  Nevem  Est  and  5  young  fledged,  pair  produced 
9  young  Skomer  but  probably  none  survived,  pair  probably  bred  near  Marloes  Mere  but 
outcome  unknown;  6  pairs  possibly  bred  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY. 

The  first  brood  was  noted  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  26th,  with  a  max  count 
of  28  young  with  10  adults  on  June  20th.  Fledging  success  was  indifferent,  with  some  young 
predated  by  Peregrines.  There  were  two  with  one  young  on  the  Dwyryd  by  Portmeirion  on  Aug. 
12th;  in  CAERNARFON  there  was  a  brood  of  9  at  Aber  Ogwen  and  broods  of  9  and  4  at  Morfa 
Madryn  on  July  18th,  and  two  adults  with  15  juveniles  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  the  21st.  Three  pairs 
nested  on  Bardsey,  although  only  one  pair  successfully  fledged  young;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  at 
Cemlyn  but  the  young  were  predated,  a  pair  bred  on  Llyn  Traffwll,  with  6  young  seen,  and 
'  there  were  two  pairs  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  July  20th,  one  with  two  juveniles  and  the  other  with 
1/  4,  and  two  young  were  on  the  Cob  Pool  at  Malltraeth  on  Aug.  13  . 


RUDDY  SHELDUCK  Tadorna  ferruginea  HWYADEN  GOCH  YR  E1THIN 

(A)  Feral. 

All  records:  one  with  a  red  ring  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  July  15th  -  25th;  what  was 
probably  the  same  bird  was  seen  at  Gresford  Flash,  Wrexham,  DENBIGH  Apr.  28th  -  May  19th, 
r  j  and  in  FLINT  at  Point  of  Air  on  June  19th,  and  then  at  Connah’s  Quay  Aug.  1st. 


MANDARIN  Aix  galericulata  HWYADEN  GRIBOG 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  recorded,  but  not  breeding  in  the  majority  of  Welsh  counties. 

All  records  relate  to  feral  or  escaped  individuals:  in  GWENT:  a  male  at  Magor  Jan.  26  and 
</  another  at  Abergavenny  Castle  Meadows  Aug.  21st  -  29th  and  Oct.  15th  -  Nov.  4th;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  a  drake  visited  Caerphilly  Castle  Moat  from  Jan.  1st  -  5th,  a  fully  winged  and 
unringed  fern  was  noted  at  Rhymney  Est  on  May  2nd,  and  in  the  Rhymney  valley  a  male  at 
Draethen  on  May  15th;  in  GOWER:  a  male  at  Margam  Park  in  January,  March  -  June  and 
September  -  December,  also  thought  to  have  been  the  bird  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Feb.  23rd  & 
Apr.  10th.  A  female  was  on  the  Swansea  Canal  at  Pontardawe  on  Mar.  24th;  a  male  in  Fishguard 
Harbour,  PEMBROKE  Apr.  29th,  one  on  the  River  Vymwy  at  Llansantffraid,  MONTGOMERY 
in  May;  a  pair  were  reported  acting  very  furtively  near  a  ditch  in  the  Harlech  area, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  25th,  and  are  suspected  to  have  bred.  There  were  two  males  and  a 
female  on  the  Glaslyn,  CAERNARFON  /  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.  9th.  A  male  was  on  the 
River  Clwyd,  DENBIGH  on  May  1 3th. 
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WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

(C)  Common  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties. 


Monthly  max. 

at  the  main  wintering  sites  are 

tabulated  as  available. 

j 

F 

M 

A 

M  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Undy 

170 

62 

2 

5 

1 

450 

140 

449 

218 

NWR 

1497 

1684 

1113 

4 

3  3 

150 

928 

853 

1021 

Nedem 

177 

256 

104 

16 

13 

44 

Llandeg.  Res. 

360 

279 

400 

'  8 

32 

260 

555 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

2755 

1790 

855 

5 

1  140 

1280 

2250 

1630 

1120 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1646 

830 

212 

955 

5485 

8468 

6887 

CERE.  Teifi  Est. 

158 

274 

68 

28 

257 

194 

216 

Dyfi  Est. 

2116 

2115 

367 

9 

495 

1686 

2413 

2340 

MEIRI. 

Broadwater 

400 

228 

438 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

1060 

490 

220 

39 

5 

2040 

1915 

2470 

2890 

Traeth  Lafan 

1595 

995 

1 16 

7 

248 

1364 

2308 

1518 

ANGLE.  Alaw  Est. 

692 

Cemlyn 

188 

225 

138 

18 

99 

228 

243 

T.  Abermenai 

555 

420 

Llyn  Coron 

74 

55 

165 

460 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

2 

13 

18 

214 

332 

112 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  136  at  Talybont,  BRECON  in  February,  130  at  Pwll  Patti, 
RADNOR  on  Jan.  19th;  c.  1,000  at  Porthmadog  Cob,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  11th;  110  at 
Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  in  February,  c.  200  at  the  Cefni  estuary  on  Jan.  24th,  369  in 
Beddmanarch  Bay  on  Mar.  1st  and  c.  280  in  Dulas  Bay  on  Dec.  15th. 

No  breeding  records  received  but  summering  birds  at:  Penmaenpool  /  Barmouth, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  12th;  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON,  5  on  Apr.  24th  and  7  on  May 
3rd;  Llyn  Traffwll,  ANGLESEY  on  May  2nd,  with  a  pair  there  on  the  25th  and  one  at  Valley  I 
Wetlands  on  June  28th. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  Anas  americana  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

.L 

All  records  were:  of  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Jan.  27  and  Carew  /  Cresswell,  PEMBROKE 
Feb.  10th  -  21st  and  a  female  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  3rd  -  5th. 

GADWALL Anas  strepera  HWYADEN LWYD 

(C)  Regular  breeding  bird  in  small  numbers  on  Anglesey,  and  has  bred  in  at  least  two  other 
counties.  Elsewhere  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  most  counties  in  small  numbers. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  15  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

61 

65 

48 

31 

21 

18 

8 

8 

22 

27 

76 

81 

GLAM. 

Kenfig 

7 

5 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

15 

22 

BREC. 

Llangorse 

ANGLE. 

36 

34 

31 

2 

2 

10 

4 

2 

L.  Maelog 

7 

19 

16 

18 

8 

4 

35 

4 

11 

41 

24 

61 

L.  Parc  M. 

12 

19 

22 

Mallraeth 

2 

16 

22 

41 

24 

1 

Valley  Wet. 
FLINT 

76 

50 

48 

22 

52 

90 

75 

52 

34 

7S 

Shotton 

10 

18 

2 

6 

9 

4 

26 

40 

20 

7 

- 

*  22  at  the  rivermouth  on  Dec.  18th  when  18  were  also  recorded  from  the  pool. 
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Elsewhere,  there  were:  9  at  Margam  Park,  GOWER  on  Jan.  23  ,  7  on  the  Loughor  railway 
saltmarsh  on  Mar.  20lh;  12  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  June  24th.  22  were  on  Llyn  Helyg, 
FLINT  on  Jan.  6th,  with  numbers  slowly  dropping  to  16  on  Feb.  6th  and  there  were  14  there  on 
Oct.  13th. 

Breeding  season  records  were:  a  female  was  flushed  from  a  possible  nest  site  by  Goldcliff  Pill, 
GWENT  on  May  23rd;  a  pair  hatched  9  young  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  May  18th,  surviving 
until  at  least  June  14  ,  when  they  disappeared  with  their  mother.  A  brood  of  3  was  seen  at  Llyn 
Maelog,  ANGLESEY  on  July  1 1  ,  with  another  brood  of  3  at  Llyn  Coron  on  the  same  date.  A 
pair  was  seen  on  the  River  Clwyd,  DENBIGH  on  May  13th. 

COMMON  TEAL  Anas  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  in  most  counties,  otherwise  a  widespread  and  abundant  winter  visitor 


and  passage  migrant. 

'  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Peterstone/Went. 

216 

90 

173 

122 

2 

50 

168 

50 

190 

200 

154 

NWR 

820 

659 

197 

22 

6 

21 

154 

306 

270 

300 

310 

Llandegfedd  Res. 
GLAMORGAN 

229 

34 

105 

7 

68 

190 

440 

Burry  (S) 

1165 

815 

325 

35 

45 

70 

1400 

460 

245 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1141 

1382 

573 

411 

1132 

1132 

1815 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

484 

408 

72 

43 

9 

8 

40 

54 

376 

537 

377 

198 

Teifi  Est. 

200 

164 

66 

15 

30 

163 

203 

Cors  Caron 

514 

357 

212 

576 

698 

694 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Broadwater 

6 

250 

250-300 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

195 

14 

31 

1 

2 

7 

30 

56 

39 

68 

Traeth  Lafan 

154 

162 

60 

32 

8 

3 

15 

211 

94 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth  Pool 

116 

160 

22 

1 

4 

54 

46 

84 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

10 

2 

69 

354 

839 

1647 

471 

Valley  Wetlands 

122 

71 

5 

5 

44 

176 

247 

227 

458 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  160  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  18th; 
260  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  in  October  and  180  in  November;  800  at  the  William  Condry 
Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  in  January  &  700  in  October  and  100  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  Oct. 
27th;  226  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  in  December,  155  at  Llyn  Coron  also  in  December. 

Breeding  season  records:  in  BRECON:  Pairs  were  noted  with  young  at  Talybont,  Crai 
Reservoir  and  Cnewr  pool,  and  a  pair  in  suitable  habitat  in  May  at  Pwll  Gwy  Rhoc.  One  pair 
bred  in  the  Cwm  Hesgyn  /  Gylchedd  area,  MEIRIONNYDD,  one  at  Foryd  Bay, 
CAERNARFON  on  May  23rd  and  on  ANGLESEY,  one  female  was  on  Malltraeth  Pool  on  May 
8th  and  there  was  one  at  Cemlyn  on  May  16th.  17  pairs  are  estimated  to  have  bred  at  Malltraeth 
RSPB  on  the  basis  of  groups  of  males,  compared  to  an  estimated  3  in  2003. 

GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  Anas  carolinensis  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL  WERDD 

(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

All  records  were  of  males:  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skomer  on  Jan.  25th  and  probably  the  same  at 
Lawrenny  on  Feb.  16th  (probably  the  same  returning  bird  that  was  at  Little  Milford  in  January 


2003);  in  CEREDIGION  at  Ynyshir  at  the  end  of  2003  remaining  until  May  31st,  another  on 
Llyn  Eiddwen  Apr.  8th  -  9th;  at  Malltraeth  Cob,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  10th  -  14th. 

2003  at  Cors  Caron,  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  25th  and  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  Nov.  17th  -  Feb. 
19lh  2004,  then  presumed  same  returning  male  Oct.  18lh  -  Mar.  22nd  2005. 

MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos  -  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident,  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  counties. 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

269 

100 

70 

25 

9 

241 

120 

136 

609 

121 

96 

58 

Undy 

10 

238 

26 

242 

NWR 

276 

351 

119 

89 

130 

168 

222 

181 

509 

259 

290 

216! 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 

- 

- 

34 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

258 

180 

- 

40 

Roath  Park  L. 

249 

204 

113 

92 

162 

252 

404 

459 

284 

290 

256 

158 

Cosmeston  CP 

112 

82 

94 

82 

66 

126 

77 

124 

129 

155 

108 

122 1 

Caerphilly 
Castle  Moat 

96 

149 

70 

32 

52 

282 

- 

139 

96 

100 

130? 

Ogmore 

83 

48 

44 

32 

38 

41 

67 

56 

230 

33 

48 

44  , 

Est/Watermill 

Pwll  y  Waun 

54 

102 

40 

70 

- 

52 

66 

70 

72 

92 

- 

Porthcawl 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

25 

50 

10 

15 

5 

90 

75 

110 

145 

35 

25 

5 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est. 
CERE. 

202 

159 

86 

335 

511 

383 

391 

Dyfi  Est. 

441 

309 

137 

80 

88 

231 

68 

265 

204 

339 

220 

267 

Cors  Caron 
CAERN. 

134 

164 

105 

173 

127 

259 

Foryd  Bay 

47 

42 

29 

41 

82 

92 

117 

112 

107 

99 

60 

46  ! 

Traeth  Lafan 

302 

265 

195 

353 

176 

284 

205 

287* 

ANGLE 

Malltraeth 

RSPB 

22 

44 

102 

130 

213 

298 

200 

95 

22  i 

Valley  Wet. 

91 

161 

56 

26 

131 

199 

95 

150 

42 

57 

The  largest  flocks  counted  in  addition  to  those  tabulated  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  110  at 
Cardiff  Foreshore  on  Jan.  lsl  and  1 10  there  on  Dec.  18th,  96  in  Aberdare  Park  on  Jan.  2nd  and 
228  at  Rockwool  Lake  -  Heol  y  Cyw  on  Aug.  17th;  180+  on  the  Broadwater  and  Afon  Dysynni, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Sept.  19th. 

Female  Pintail  X  Mallard  hybrid  bred  with  a  Mallard  Skomer,  hatched  young  but  none 
survived. 


« 
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PINTAIL  Anas  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

(C)  Rare  breeder,  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  counties. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available. 

J 

F  M 

A  M 

J  A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

143 

353  118 

1 

150 

97 

80 

101 

NWR 

184 

99  68 

4  1 

2 

41 

1 14 

15 

77 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 

380 

100  110 

2  1 

72 

150 

182 

430 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

2505 

4155  245 

5 

40 

295 

145 

165 

CERE. 

Dyfi  Est. 

282 

224  29 

1 

32 

138 

187 

154 

CAERN. 

Foryd 

200 

23  16 

7 

56 

102 

72 

136 

Traeth  Lafan 

236 

28  4 

47 

74 

144 

68 

ANGLE. 

Braint  Est. 

140 

45 

40 

Malltraeth 

437 

217  44 

1 

24 

50 

458 

c300 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

2 

12 

300 

7 

The  Severn  Estuary  coast  of  Cardiff,  E.  GLAMORGAN  continues  to  support  a  large  wintering 
population  and  flocks  of  350  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Jan.  6  ,  max  146  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf 


on  Feb.  22nd  and  83  at  Cardiff  Foreshore  on  Mar.  6in.  The  Rhymney  Est.  flock  included  max  30 


'th 


-th 


41  at  Cardiff  Foreshore  on  Oct.  18th  and  200  at  Rumney  Great 


at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Sept.  15 
Wharf  on  Dec.  14th. 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  61  on  the  Cleddau  Estuary,  PEMBROKE  in  January  &  58  in 
February;  c.150  on  the  Gogarth  sandbank  and  Afon  Dyfi,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  14th  and 
215  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  off  Aberdyfi  on  Dec.  23ld;  85  at  Shotton,  FLINT  on  Nov.  7th. 

Inland:  in  BRECON:  a  pair  at  Llangorse  on  Jan.  25th  was  the  only  early  year  record.  An  eclipse 


male  at  Llangorse  on  July  26th  may  well  have  been  the  bird  seen  at  Brechfa  on  Aug.  28in.  A 
female  was  at  Talybont  on  Sept.  18th  and  a  male  at  Llangorse  on  Oct.  5th.  Late  year  records  at 
Llangorse  were  of  a  male  with  up  to  5  females  or  immatures  between  Nov.  5th  and  Dec.  15th, 
with  a  male  and  3  females  /  immatures  on  Nov.  6  at  Talybont. 

GARGANEY  Anas  querquedula  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

(A)  Recorded  in  small  numbers  on  passage.  Although  probable  breeding  is  more  frequent,  there 
have  been  only  5  confirmed  Welsh  breeding  attempts  and  only  one  since  1991. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT  at  NWR  Goldcliff  a  pair  on  Mar.  28th,  then  2  males  May  3rd 


th 


15th  and  a  single  male  June  3ra  -  12tn;  2  males  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  May  2r";  in 
GOWER:  a  male  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  May  2nd,  another  on  the  River  Lliw  at  Pont  y  Cob 
on  Sept.  10th;  in  PEMBROKE  a  pair  were  seen  at  Ivor’s  Pond  May  14th  &  15th,  single  males 
were  seen  at  Strumble  Head  on  Aug.  20th  &  Sept.  3rd.  A  male  at  Morfa  Cyd,  Tre’r  Ddol, 
CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  28th,  then  at  Ynyshir  Apr.  3rd  -  16lh  and  a  female  also  there  Mar.  30th  - 
Apr.  14th;  BRECON:  a  male  was  noted  at  Llangorse  from  Apr.  30th  -  May  1st,  and  possibly  the 
same  bird  was  seen  there  on  May  29th.  On  Sept.  1 1th  a  female  was  recorded  at  the  same  site. 
There  was  a  male  and  a  female  at  Morfa  Dinlle,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  10th,  an  unusual 
record  of  a  male  joining  Mallards  and  Mute  Swans  being  fed  with  leftover  chips  at  The  Cyt 
drainage  ditch  at  Porthmadog  on  June  4th  and  a  juvenile  at  Morfa  Aber  on  Sept.  5th.  There  were 
singles  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  in  April  and  May,  with  two  here  in  June. 

Male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  May  2nd  and  in  autumn  a  male  on  the  River  Clwyd  at 
Rhyl  on  Aug.  7th  and  a  juv.  at  Point  of  Air  on  Oct.  2nd. 


»rd 


>th. 


>nd. 
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SHO VELER  Anas  clypeata  HWYADEN  L  YDANBIG 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Annually  attempts  to  breed  on  the 
Pembrokeshire  islands  and  on  Anglesey,  and  occasionally  elsewhere  in  Wales. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

65 

1 

15 

130 

96 

92 

NWR 

63 

122 

122 

25 

3 

8  76 

83 

19 

142 

121 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

260 

105 

35 

40 

295 

145 

165 

ANGLE 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

15 

3 

4 

7  5 

120 

173 

98 

15 

Valley  Lakes 

222 

241 

23 

4 

8  63 

5 

102 

121 

200 

Large  counts 

elsewhere  included: 

36  at 

Bulmore 

Pools,  GWENT 

on  Jan. 

24th; 

in  E. 

GLAMORGAN  early  in  the  year  the  highest  numbers  were  all  in  January,  max  19  at  Cardiff 
Foreshore  on  1st,  20  at  OgmoreEst/Watermill  on  6th,  19  at  Roath  Park  Lake  on  1 1th  and  13  at 
Llan/Lis  Res  on  16th. 

Breeding  season  records,  far  from  complete:  c.6  pairs  possibly  attempted  to  breed  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  but  no  young  seen;  2  pairs  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  but  no  young  seen;  5  pairs 
are  estimated  to  have  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  on  the  basis  of  groups  of  males, 
compared  to  an  estimated  4  in  2003. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

(A)  An  increase  in  the  feral  population  in  England  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  records  in 
Gwent  and  Glamorgan. 

All  records  were:  a  female  on  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GOWER  on  Mar.  9th;  single  females  at 
Bosherston,  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  1st  &  2nd  and  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  Jan.  1st  -  Mar.  26th  and 
a  juv.  at  Thomas  Chapel  on  Oct.  6th  -  21st. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  counties,  otherwise  a  locally 
common  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  and  passage  migrant. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

31 

24 

19 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

16 

‘  13 

Ynysfro  Res. 

13 

6 

6 

7 

13 

16 

3 

Dunlop  Semtex  P. 

14 

6 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

12 

75 

40 

1 

1 

74 

99 

Bryn  Bach  Park 

22 

1 

12 

14 

GLAM.  Llan/Lis. 

37 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

16 

12 

10 

26 

25 

Roath  Park  Lake 

79 

101 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

23 

25 

21 

Cosmeston  CP 

550 

574 

118 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

78 

295 

500 

KNNR 

57 

31 

9 

4 

0 

0 

4 

9 

18 

100 

50 

23 

Eg.  Nunydd 

76 

66 

87 

32 

4 

4 

17 

176 

201 

241 

Baglan  Pool 

8 

6 

4 

34 

59 

20 

12 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

19 

39 

10 

15 

4 

26 

25 

28 

Talybont  Res. 

5 

8 

17 

12 

3 

28 

26 

ANGLE. Llyn  Cefni 

32 

46 

13 

6 

13 

2 

12 

15 

7 

89 

58 

53 

Llyn  Coron 

16 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

33 

Llyn  Maelog 

0 

2 

0 

6 

0 

0 

7 

0 

9 

40 

9 

29 

Valley  Lakes 

65 

96 

22 

16 

58 

117 

111 

68 

63 

113 

289 


Elsewhere:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  20  at  Penllyn  Fishing  Lake  -  Cowbridge  on  Jan.  2nd  and  25  at 
Llanilid  on  the  16th.  In  the  second  winter  period,  23  at  Rhaslas  Pond  on  Oct.  15th  and  82  in 
Cardiff  Bay  on  Dec.  4th. 

Breeding  information:  a  pair  was  at  Talybont,  BRECON  on  23rd  July;  a  drake  on  Llyn  Ogwen, 
CAERNARFON  on  July  4th;  on  ANGLESEY  there  were  two  broods  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  June  28th 
July  17th  and  one  here  on  the  20th.  Breeding  was  also  recorded  on  Llyn  Penrhyn  and  Llyn 
Treflesg. 


REDHEAD  Aythya  americana  HWYADEN  BENGOCH  AMERICA 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

tL  tL 

The  renowned  drake  missing  from  KNNR  since  Nov.  14  2003  re-appeared  on  Mar.  9  2004  at 

ILlanilid  where  it  was  also  seen  on  13th  &  15th.  It  returned  to  KNNR  on  Oct.  13th  in  eclipse 
plumage  and  was  reported  there  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


RING-NECKED  DUCK  Aythya  collaris  HWYADEN DORCHAG 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  North  America. 

All  records  were:  the  returning  male  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  from  Oct.  12lh  2003  -  May  21sl 
2004  was  probably  the  same  that  was  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Jan.  9  -  February. 
The  only  other  record  was  of  a  female  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  May  1 1th  -  16th. 


TUFTED  DUCK  Aythya  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  Welsh  counties  and  a  locally 
common  winter  visitor. 

The  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

78 

59 

86 

70 

37 

24 

18 

23 

14 

30 

46 

34 

Ynysfro  R. 

33 

34 

33 

27 

12 

3 

20 

31 

67 

43 

48 

19 

Celtic  Man. 

23 

19 

17 

10 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Dunlop  S. 

22 

18 

10 

7 

3 

1 

27 

26 

37 

16 

8 

8 

Llandeg. 

9 

39 

24 

20 

9 

1 

8 

8 

15 

Bryn  Bach 
GLAM. 

34 

19 

28 

63 

Llan/Lis  R 

111 

64 

41 

54 

30 

73 

289 

305 

74 

150 

202 

226 

Roath  Pk 

62 

53 

31 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

41 

69 

130 

35 

Cosmeston 

186 

197 

82 

12 

0 

0 

0 

17 

32 

50 

71 

140 

KNNR 

51 

40 

37 

30 

14 

2 

22 

54 

36 

31 

42 

27 

Eg.  Nun. 

55 

68 

63 

74 

15 

13 

65 

91 

102 

36 

6 

10 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

80 

40 

28 

30 

72 

154 

25 

62 

ANGLE. 

L.  Alaw 

37 

202 

10 

885 

169 

1 13 

128 

L.  Cefni 

119 

1 17 

84 

167 

12 

12 

49 

87 

153 

142 

1 14 

77 

L.  Coron 

59 

64 

28 

41 

9 

9 

22 

14 

45 

47 

4 

L.  Maelog 

30 

15 

39 

29 

38 

21 

35 

7 

32 

39 

24 

27 

Valley  Wets. 

38 

138 

179 

161 

123 

271 

285 

129 

110 

122 

148 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  31  at  Abercwmboi  Lake  on  Jan.  24  , 
41  at  The  Knap  -  Barry  on  the  25th,  35  at  Rhaslas  Pond  on  27th  and  34  at  Lamby  Lake  on  Feb. 
17th.  In  the  second  winter  period,  31  at  Rhaslas  Pond  on  Nov.  29th,  41  at  The  Knap,  Barry  on 
Dec.  12th  and  19  at  Dare  Valley  CP  on  the  21st. 
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Breeding  was  noted  as  follows:  GWENT:  3  broods,  a  total  of  19y  at  NWR  and  3  broods  at  The 
Hoop;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  was  only  proved  at  Parc  Slip  where  there  were  at  least  2 
broods  and  at  KNNR  where  a  fern  with  5  young  about  2-3  weeks  old  were  seen  on  July  29th;  in 
GOWER,  bred  at  Margam  Park,  female  +  9y,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  female  +  6y  and  present  at 
3  other  sites  during  the  summer;  bred  at  3  sites  in  CEREDIGION.  Breeding  was  possible  at  Ty 
Mawr,  BRECON  where  a  female  with  three  juveniles  was  found  on  July  23rd.  Pairs  were  also 
noted  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  Pwll  Gwy  Rhoc,  Battle  pools,  Llangorse  and  Talybont.  The 
flock  of  moulting  birds  during  July  and  August  at  Talybont,  BRECON  peaked  at  86  on  Aug. 
16th.  CAERNARFON:  There  were  2  pairs  at  Tan  y  Foel,  Rhyd  y  Groes  on  May  1st. 
ANGLESEY:  There  was  a  brood  of  4  at  Llyn  Coron  and  a  brood  of  one  at  Llyn  Maelog. 
Breeding  was  also  recorded  at  Llyn  Alaw.  17  pairs  are  estimated  to  have  bred  at  Malltraeth 
RSPB  on  the  basis  of  groups  of  males,  compared  to  an  estimated  20  in  2003.  Bred  at  Caerwys, 
FLINT. 


SCAUP  Ay  thy  a  marila  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

(B)  Scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  also  recorded  on  passage.  Has  bred  once. 

A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 


E.  GLAM. 


GOWER 


Cosmeston 
Kenfig 
Cardiff  Bay 


Eglwys  Nunydd 
Burry  Inlet 

PEMBROKE 
CEREDIGION 
MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 
CAERN. 

ANGLESEY 


J 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 


20 


F 

4 


4 

20 

2 


14 


M 

5 

6 


6 

1  + 

2 


A 


O 

1 


1  + 


2 

6 

1 


N 

3 

4 
1 

14 

2 


D 

1 


10 


1 

8 


Larger  counts  included:  5  birds  at  Cardiff  Heliport,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  19th;  in  the 
Burry  Inlet,  GOWER,  11  at  Whiteford  on  Feb.  2nd,  11  at  Llanrhidian  on  Jan.  17th  and  12  on 
Feb.  8th  and  20  on  the  10th,  12  at  Wemffrwd  on  Jan.  2nd,  1 1  at  Salthouse  Point  on  Jan.  2nd  and 
then  by  the  breakwater  on  the  3rd.  ANGLESEY:  8  at  the  Inland  Sea  on  Nov.  25th  with  6  here  on 
the  29th,  8  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Dec.  10th,  3  on  the  20th  and  2  on  the  3 1st. 

Inland,  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  male  was  at  Llanilid  on  Jan.  30th  and  singles  were  at  Lisvane  1 
Res.  on  Oct.  25lh  and  Roath  Park  Lake  on  Dec.  28th;  3  amongst  a  party  of  Common  Scoter  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  July  12th. 


EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

(C)  Generally  scarce  non-breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Breeding  took  place  for  the  first 
time  in  1997. 


Small  numbers  offshore  throughout  the  year.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet 
GLAMORGAN,  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  and  Black  Rock  Sands,  CAERNARFON 


were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

Burry 

80 

110 

75 

105 

50 

50 

70 

60 

5 

60 

65 

85 

Aberdysynni 

15 

6 

31 

40 

28 

40 

33 

Black  Rock  Sands 

45 

4 

3 
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Highest  counts  elsewhere  were  of  30  to  the  south  of  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  May  2nd 
and  12  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Nov.  13th. 


Individuals  were  present  all  year  at  Penmon  Point  /  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY,  1 8  on  Apr. 

thi 

18  .  Breeding  was  again  recorded  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  where  there  was  a  pair  on 
May  18th  and  two  adults  with  4  juveniles  on  July  20th  &  Aug.  9th. 


LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis  HWYADEN  GYNFFON-HIR 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  most  frequently  recorded  offshore  from  counties 
in  north-west  Wales.  Rare  inland. 


A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
PEMBROKE 
CEREDIGION 
MONTGOMERY 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN.  Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 
CAERNARFON  elsewhere 

ANGLESEY 


J  F  M  A  M 

1 

2  2  1 

4 

4 

8  7  3 


1 


O  N  D 

2 

1 

1  1 


1  1 

18+  2 


The  GWENT  May  record  was  of  an  immature  female  at  NWR  Goldcliff  on  the  23rd.  The  long 
staying  male  remained  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  January  -  Aug.  11  (not  included  above).  18 
flew  W  past  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  4th,  3  flew  W  past  Point  Lynas  on 
the  same  date  could  have  been  some  of  the  same  birds. 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN DDU 

(C)  A  locally  abundant  visitor,  recorded  all  year  round  but  mainly  during  the  winter  months. 
The  distribution  is  predominantly  coastal,  although  it  is  regular  in  small  numbers  on  inland 
waters  on  passage. 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 


J 

F 

M  A 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

CARM  /  PEMB 
Carmarthen  Bay 
PEMBROKE 

5700 

5700 

- 

200 

200 

St.  Bride’s  Bay 

300 

300 

- 

150 

150 

CERE,  off  Borth 
MEIRI/CAERN 

340 

183 

70  16 

20 

30 

100 

49 

111 

344 

M.  Harlech  / 
Borth  y  Gest 

2000 

2140 

140 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

2000 

3 

1800 

70 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas  / 

1000+ 

2000+ 

6000 

6000 

- 

1000 

Pensam 

Small  numbers  off  the  GOWER  coast,  101  flying  west  off  Port  Eynon  on  Apr.  4th,  170+  in 
Oxwich  Bay  on  Nov.  25lh  and  103  in  Rhossili  Bay  on  Dec.  12th.  Recorded  regularly  off  the 
Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  max.  105  on  Oct.  10th  and  off  the  Great  Orme  where  there  were 
3,500+  on  Feb.  14th.  3-400  SE  of  Moelfre,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  31st.  A  total  of  1,333  passed 
Point  Lynas  from  4th  July  to  13th  Nov.,  max.  108  in  1  hour  on  July  8th  and  1 19  in  50  minutes  on 
the  27th. 
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Monthly  Passage  totals  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE: 

June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

43  700  1592  1544  773  72  39 

Daily  maxa  :  231  on  July  31sl  &  209  on  Sept.  5th. 

Inland  there  were  records  from:  a  male  at  Pen-y-fan  Pond,  GWENT  on  Apr.  9th  -  17th;  I 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  with  July  records  of  three  drakes  on  3rd,  six  birds  on  4th,  12  | 
(accompanied  by  3  Scaup)  on  12  and  six  again  on  15  ,  with  later  records  of  single  males  on 
Aug.  9th  and  Sept.  10th.  1 5  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  July  1 1th. 

BLACK  SCOTER  Melanitta  americana  MOR-HWYADEN DDU 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

The  male  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  remained  until  early  April,  then  again  from  Oct. 
30  to  the  end  of  the  year.  BOU  have  now  split  this  species  from  Common  Scoter.  This 
represents  the  second  recorded  individual. 

SURF  SCOTER  Melanitta perspicillata  MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

(A)  A  rare  trans-Atlantic  visitor  to  Wales. 

All  records  were:  from  PEMBROKE  of  a  male  and  female  Broad  Haven  (N)  Jan.  2nd  (since 
2003)  and  single  males  past  Strumble  Head  June  9lh  &  Sept.  22nd. 

VELVET  SCOTER  Melanitta  fusca  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  regular  in  small  numbers  to  some  coastal  counties. 
Occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  Rare  inland. 

All  records  were:  a  female  /  immature  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Oct.  11  ;  a  single  bird 
flew  up  channel  at  Ogmore  by  Sea,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  1st;  4  off  Aberavon  Beach, 
GOWER  on  Jan.  1st,  2  there  on  the  3rd  &  4th.  One  was  seen  off  Tutt  Head  on  May  23rd.  ' 
PEMBROKE:  6  Broad  Haven  (N)  Jan.  2nd,  one  there  Jan.  25th,  one  Strumble  Head  Jan.  18th,  2 
on  Feb.  15th,  3  on  Oct.  24th  and  2  on  the  25th.  4  off  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  on  Oct.  28th.  - 
There  was  one  off  Traethdy,  Harlech,  MEIRONNYDD  on  Apr.  12th.  In  CAERNARFON:  one 
at  Borth  y  Gest  on  Jan.  5  ,  a  female  below  the  Little  Orme  on  July  16  and  a  male  flew  past 
here  on  Oct.  10th.  A  female/immature  bird  passed  Bardsey  on  Oct.  9th.  The  monthly  max.  off 
Morfa  Bychan,  CAERNARFON:  9  in  January,  8  in  February  and  2  in  March. 

ANGLESEY:  There  was  one  at  Cemlyn  on  Oct.  12th  -  17th,  three  flew  past  Point  Lynas  on  Sept. 
30th  and  4  on  Oct.  31st,  with  two  here  on  Nov.  22nd. 

J 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  with  an  increasing  number  of 
individuals  summering  on  inland  lakes. 

Monthly  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  were: 

J  F  M  A  M  S  O  N  D 

GLAMORGAN 


Ogmore  Est. 

37 

16 

8 

24 

39 

Kenfig  Pool 

7 

23 

9 

9  1 

3 

8 

5 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd  R. 

21 

36 

38 

28 

6 

11 

16 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

24 

30 

6 

3 

15 

293 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

S 

o 

N 

D 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

37 

66 

34 

43 

3 

6 

21 

23 

Talybont  Res. 

9 

9 

12 

2 

1 

6 

3 

; CAERNARLON 

Eoryd  Bay 

13 

9 

14 

10 

5 

7 

Traeth  Lafan 

120 

19 

15 

4 

12 

10 

60 

14 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

10 

9 

7 

4 

8 

Llyn  Alaw 

35 

10 

Llyn  Cefni 

1 1 

12 

16 

8 

2 

12 

9 

Llyn  Coron 

6 

6 

8 

12 

2 

1 

3 

Llyn  Maelog 

11 

29 

5 

9 

16 

6 

8 

Valley  Wetlands 

10 

19 

23 

11 

1 

0  0 

0 

15 

19 

IlLarge  counts  included:  10  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  in  January;  in  the  Burry  Inlet, 
GOWER,  17  off  Salthouse  Point  on  Jan.  29th,  27  off  Penclawydd  on  the  Jan.  28th  &  Mar.  3rd,  17 
at  Berthlwyd  on  Jan.  9th  and  21  there  on  Feb.  10th.  16  at  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY  on  Jan.  16th.  CAERNARFON:  Counts  of  10  or  more  were  20  off  Black  Rock 
on  Feb.  10th ,  10  on  Afon  Conwy  at  Tal-y-Cafn  on  Jan.  17th,  12  (5  males  and  7  females)  at  Aber 
Ogwen  on  May  3rdand  23  off  Penrhyn  Bay  on  Feb.  26th.  There  were  15  in  Beddmanarch  Bay, 
ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  2nd  and  14  at  Rhosneigr  on  Nov.  6th. 

A  female,  possibly  injured,  summered  on  the  River  Usk  at  Llansantfraed,  BRECON  and  there 
was  a  female  on  Llyn  Traffwll,  ANGLESEY  on  May  9th. 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus  LLEIAN  WEN 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor,  not  recorded  annually  in  any  county  except  in  Glamorgan,  though 
subject  to  cold  weather  influxes  from  the  Continent. 

All  records  were:  a  red-head  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Nov.  22nd;  a  red-head  at  Kenfig, 
E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  7th  was  probably  the  same  that  was  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res., 
GOWER  the  day  before;  a  red-head  was  at  Bosherston,  PEMBROKE  January  -  Mar.  9th.  A 
presumed  family  party  of  one  male  and  four  redheads  remained  at  Llangorse  Lake  from  2003, 
being  seen  between  Jan.  2nd  and  Mar.  5th.  By  the  time  of  their  departure  one  of  the  redheads 
had  partly  moulted  into  male  plumage.  There  was  a  redhead  on  Afon  Glaslyn,  CAERNARFON 
on  Feb.  15th.  A  red-head  at  Llyn  Brenig,  DENBIGH  on  Jan.  22nd  &  Mar.  21st  -  28th,  another  at 
Warren  Farm,  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  Jan.  13th  and  then  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  the  22nd. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor,  particularly  to  the  north  Wales  coast.  Small  numbers  breed, 
chiefly  around  the  coast  -  line  from  Ceredigion  to  Anglesey. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  25  at  Weobley,  GOWER  in  November;  40  off  Aberdysynni, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Dec.  7th  and  23  on  the  Broadwater  on  Oct.  16th;  75  at  Dinas  Dinlle, 
CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  10th;  30  in  the  fish  trap  at  Ynys  Gorad  Goch,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar. 

1 1th  with  50  here  on  the  12th;  30  at  the  Marine  Lake,  Rhyl,  DENBIGH  on  Feb.  15th. 

Breeding  information:  4  prs.  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  A  female  and  3  small  young  on  the  Broadwater  on  Aug.  7th  and  15th  and 
there  was  a  pair  on  Tanygrisiau  reservoir  on  May  26  .  CAERNARFON:  There  were  broods  of 
one  duckling  each  at  Morfa  Aber  and  Morfa  Madryn  on  July  3 1st  and  there  were  3  pairs  on  Llyn 
Dinas  on  July  4th.  ANGLESEY:  5  adult  pairs  present  at  Cemlyn,  of  which  at  least  3  bred.  The 
only  success  this  year  was  a  family  of  7  young,  first  seen  on  June  29th,  from  which  6  survived. 
A  nest  found  on  June  1 1th  with  6  eggs  was  later  abandoned.  Another  pair  produced  at  least  one 
chick,  first  seen  on  July  9  ,  but  did  not  survive.  A  pair  was  seen  mating  at  Glannau  Beaumaris 
on  Jan.  26  and  there  were  two  pairs  at  Malltraeth  on  Mar.  7  . 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  most  Welsh  rivers  in  mid  and  north  Wales,  the  breeding  population 
slowly  expanding.  In  winter,  numbers  are  augmented  by  birds  dispersing  from  farther  north. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  11  at  Pontypridd  on  Feb.  18  ,  14  flew 
downstream  at  Tongwynlais  on  May  8  ,  and  a  remarkable  count  of  60  at  Rhaslas  Pond  on  Nov. 
29th;  22  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Jan.  22nd,  most  of  which  moved  nightly  to  roost  at 
Talybont.  16  on  the  Wye  between  Brynwem  and  Builth  in  November,  31  at  Dderw  Pool  on  8th, 
30  at  Talybont  on  11th  and  30  at  Llangorse  on  Dec.  24th.  60  at  Llandrindod  Wells  Lake, 
RADNOR  on  Nov.  23rd.  Good  numbers  were  recorded  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD 
where  there  were  1 3  red-heads  on  July  9th  with  numbers  building  up  to  a  peak  of  47  on  Aug.  9th 
with  40  on  the  15th,  then  declining  to  1  -  2  by  December.  13  at  Llyn  Helyg,  FLINT  on  Jan.  6th, 
15  there  on  the  15th  and  6  on  Feb.  4th. 

Breeding  information:  a  total  of  4  breeding  pairs  in  GWENT;  of  7  breeding  pairs  in  GOWER:  f 
on  the  River  Loughor  above  Pontardulais  (9y),  on  the  River  Neath  at  Tonna  (17y),  at  the 
“island”  (8y),  above  Rheola  (6y),  on  the  Pyrddin  River  (9y),  on  the  River  Afan  (lly).  In 
BRECON:  Bred  at  Crai  (3  fledged),  with  six  broods  on  the  Usk  between  Aberbran  and 
Talybont  bridge  (33  fledged),  and  four  broods  on  the  Wye  between  Pipton  and  Hay  (22 
fledged).  A  pair  on  the  Chwefru  below  Llanafan  in  late  April  may  have  bred.  Late  year  max 
included  28  at  Crai  on  Aug.  8th.  4  pairs,  total  of  48y  on  July  18th  at  the  William  Condry  Rserve, 
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lij  MONTGOMERY  and  a  creche  of  35y  at  Dolydd  Hafren  in  July. MEIRIONNYDD:  A  female 
e,  ind  three  well  grown  juveniles  were  on  the  Broadwater  on  Aug.  21st.  There  were  two  pairs  and 
r.  wo  females  on  Llyn  Mwyngil,  Tal-y-llyn  on  May  9  ,  with  3  males  and  5  females  here  on  the 
1 1th.  There  were  two  males  and  a  female  on  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  May  13th,  two  pairs  here  on 
14th,  with  a  female  and  two  juveniles  here  on  Aug.  31st.  CAERNARFON:  There  was  a  female 
Divith  a  brood  of  10  on  Afon  Conwy  at  Llanrwst  on  June  15  ,  a  brood  of  3  at  Aber  Ogwen  on 
d  luly  4th  with  a  brood  of  4  here  on  18th  and  a  female  and  two  juveniles  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  Sept, 
if  13th.  A  female  and  8  small  juveniles  were  on  Llyn  Eigiau  on  June  5th,  and  all  still  there  on  July 
n !  27th.  Adults  with  chicks  were  also  seen  on  Afon  Seiont,  on  Afon  Grawia  at  Llanrug  and  at  Gian 


3wna  with  birds  also  recorded  in 

the  breeding  season  at 

several 

other  locations 

on 

Afon 

Eonwy,  on  Afon  Llugwy,  Afon  Anafon  and  Llyn  Ogwen.  There  were  three  redheads  on 

Llyn 

Dinas  on  Aug.  1 1th. 

RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

HWYADEN  GOGH 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident 

in  several  counties.  Locally  common 

on  Anglesey  but  numbers 

reduced  by  culling, 

but  elsewhere  a  scarce  winter  visitor. 

Max.  counts  were: 
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Breeding  information:  1  ly  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT;  on  ANGLESEY:  A  female  and  two 
young  were  at  Llyn  Coron  on  Aug.  8  .  There  were  a  male  and  a  female  at  Malltraeth  on  Apr. 
4th  with  4  males  and  a  female  here  on  May  16th.  4  pairs  are  estimated  to  have  bred  at  Malltraeth 
RSPB  on  the  basis  of  groups  of  males,  compared  to  an  estimated  5  in  2003.  A  female  with  6 
juvs.  at  Shotton  Steelworks,  FLINT. 

Summary  of  other  non-breeding  records: 

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O  N  D 

E.  GLAM.  11  1  1 

PEMB.  1 


BRECON  2 

CAERN. 

CLWYD 


4  4 

5 


1 


RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  Icigopus  GRUGIAR 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  heather  uplands,  declining  in  most  areas. 

Limited  reports  received,  which  do  not  reflect  the  overall  situation,  were  as  follows:  in 
GWENT  reported  on  Waun  Wen,  Trefil,  Blorenge,  Sugar  Loaf,  Mynydd  Maen  and  7  at 
Mynydd  Varteg  Fawr  on  Aug.  21st;  small  numbers  seen  on  Pumlumon,  CEREDIGION.  Pairs 
were  found  in  the  breeding  season  at  Fan  Frynych  and  Gwaun  Cerrig  Llwydion  in  the 
Beacons,  BRECON  and  on  Mynydd  Llangorse  and  Mynydd  Llangynidr.  Successful  breeding 
was  not  reported.  3  at  Moel  Sych,  MONTGOMERY  on  Nov.  1 8th. 

In  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  two  at  Llyn  Du,  on  the  path  to  Rhinog  Fawr,  on  Feb.  9th  and  a 
male  here  attacked  walkers  and  the  warden  on  Apr.  1 0th  and  continued  to  be  very  aggressive  for 
a  week  or  more.  There  was  a  pair  at  Pennant  Lliw,  between  Abergeirw  and  Llanuwchllyn  on 
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Mar.  28th,  two  on  Arenig  Fach  on  June  5th  and  there  were  13  at  Cwm  Prysor  on  June  28th. TwoW 
were  seen  and  3  heard  around  Cadair  Idris  on  May  9th  and  there  were  6  at  Bwlch  y  Groes  on 
July  20th.  CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  on  Moelyci  Mountain  on  Feb.  9th  and  18th  and  twc1 
there  again  on  Dec.  2nd.  There  was  a  male  at  Llyn  Conwy  on  May  31st  and  5  here  on  June  20th. 
a  pair  was  flushed  just  S  of  Cwm  Penmachno  on  June  2nd,  there  was  a  pair  in  Cwm  Edno  on 
July  4th,  one  was  heard  calling  near  Capel  Curig  on  Sept.  7th,  at  least  4,  possibly  6,  on  Per 
Llithrig  y  Wrach  on  Nov.  24  and  two  on  Foel  Lwyd  on  Dec.  1 1  .  One  heard  calling  at  Llyr 
Brenig,  DENBIGH  on  May  15th  and  a  single  at  Cilcain,  FLINT  on  Apr.  8th. 

l! 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU  ■ 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  moorlands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  recent  increase  in  numbers. 

All  the  Welsh  black  grouse  key  areas,  that  represent  nearly  100%  of  the  known  population  were 
surveyed  in  2004  for  lekking  males.  The  Welsh  population  is  estimated  at  236  lekking  males  '$ 
representing  an  increase  of  92%  when  compared  to  the  123  lekking  males  recorded  in  the  same  ® 
key  areas  in  1997.  There  was  also  a  67%  increase  in  the  number  of  leks,  with  95  leks  recorded* 
in  2004  compared  to  57  leks  in  1997. 

Though  there  has  been  a  numerical  increase  in  lekking  males  the  range  continues  to  contract  1 
specifically  around  the  Dyfi,  Plynlimon  and  Rhinogau  key  areas.  There  was  a  small  decrease  ir 
the  mean  lek  size  (expressed  as  the  number  of  males  attending  all  leks)  in  2004  (1.96  lekking 
males)  compared  to  1997  (2.2  lekking  males). 

| 

Figure  1.  The  number  of  lekking  males  recorded  within  all  Welsh  black  grouse  key  areas  in 
1997,  2002,  2003  and  2004. 


RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

(B)  Almost  extinct  in  the  majority  of  Wales  except  for  a  scattering  of  records.  The  only  county 
where  there  are  more  than  this  is  on  Anglesey.  In  most  places  the  population  is  maintained  by 
releases  and  clouded  by  the  occurrence  of  hybrids  with  A.  chukar. 

Populations  maintained  by  releases.  A  summary  of  records  received:  reported  from  5  sites  in 
GWENT,  including  10  at  Rogiet  on  Jan.  24th;  reported  from  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN, 
including  7  at  Wig  Fach  on  Jan.  Ist  and  7  at  Newton  down  on  Feb.  25th;  in  PEMBROKE:  14 
were  counted  at  Trefeiddan  on  Jan.  8th,  and  others  noted  at  4  sites.  14  hatched  from  one  nest  at 
Treginis.  Reported  from  3  sites  in  BRECON  and  from  2  sites  in  FLINT.  On  ANGLESEY: 
reported  from  15  sites,  mainly  in  ones  or  twos.  The  stronghold  of  this  species  is  in  the  NE  of 
the  island,  14  at  Dulas  on  Jan.  17th  with  9  at  Llys  Dulas  on  Feb.  14th. 
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JREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix  PETRISEN 

3)  Almost  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  much  of  Wales.  The  population  is  maintained  by 
3 leases  in  some  places. 

opulation  maintained  by  releases.  Reported  from  4  sites  in  GWENT,  max.  9  at  Collister  / 
Zest  Pill  on  Jan.  18th;  reported  from  8  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  including  a  covey  of  10  at 
rileston  on  Jan.  1 1th,  7  at  Ty’n  y  Caeau  Farm  on  Jan.  20th  &  23rd,  7  at  Gileston  on  Aug.  30lh, 
5  on  the  coast  between  Nash  Point  and  Cwm  Nash  on  Sept.  28th,  13  on  Nov.  7th,  7  at  Ty’n-y- 
’aeau  Farm  on  Oct.  28  and  12  were  in  a  field  of  kale  at  Coedrhydyglyn  on  Dec.  20  ;  5  near 
>ryn  and  Ynysygwas,  Cwmavon,  GOWER  on  May  24  ;  one  at  Caerfarchell,  PEMBROKE  on 
eb.  6th;  a  further  36  birds  birds  were  released  during  August  in  the  Llanddew  area,  BRECON 
30  release  in  2003).  Seven  pairs  bred  at  Pantycored  from  the  2003  release  but  outcome  was 
ot  recorded.  Three  birds  were  seen  at  Pantycored  on  Nov.  23th.  On  ANGLESEY:  The  best 
ite  for  this  species  is  the  Braint  estuary  area  of  Newborough  Warren,  where  there  were  many 
scords  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  max  7  on  Jan.  21st,  1 1  on  the  23rd  and  9  on  Feb.  17th  with 
ie  last  record  3  on  July  30th,  with  4  nearby  at  Pen  Lon  on  Jan.  21st. 

JUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

4)  A  scarce  and  irregular  breeding  species,  irruptive  in  some  years;  scarce  passage  migrant. 
ill  records  were  of  single  calling  males  unless  stated.  Recorded  at:  Llanilid,  E. 
jLAMORGAN  on  May  25th;  in  PEMBROKE  at  Waterston  on  May  21st,  at  Mountain  Park 
arm  on  May  28  and  on  Skomer  on  June  15  ;  one  calling  at  Blaenporth,  CEREDIGION  July 
rd  &  4th;  in  BRECON:  a  bird  was  heard  calling  on  July  22nd  from  a  mature  silage  field  at 
iamau  and  one  was  flushed  at  Traeth  Bach,  Mynydd  Illtyd  on  Aug.  28  ;  2  were  calling  at 
.ake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  on  June  18th;  in  CAERNARFON,  there  was  one  at  Cim 
■arm,  Cilan  on  June  2nd  and  one  calling  by  Afon  Glaslyn  on  June  15th;  at  Wrexham, 
DENBIGH  on  Apr.  27th. 


’HEASANT  Phasianus  colchicus 

FFESANT 

D)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 

jOLDEN  PHEASANT  Chrysolophus  pictus 

FFESANT  EURAID 

D)  Feral  population  appears  to  be  declining,  if  not  extinct. 

^ED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata 

TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

B)  Winter  visitor 

and  passage  migrant, 

regularly  recorded 

off-shore, 

sometimes  in 

large 

zoncentrations.  Rare  inland. 

\pprox.  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 
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Large  congregations  in  the  first  winter  period  included:  9  off  Sker  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
Dec.  3rd;  8  off  Mumbles  Head,  GOWER  and  5  off  Mumbles  village  on  Jan.  7th,  23  off  Rhossili 
on  Jan.  2nd;  4  at  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  5th  and  8  off  Traethdy,  Harlech  on  Apr. 
10th.  A  total  of  217  were  recorded  past  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON,  mostly  flying  W,  with 
a  max  of  53  on  Feb.  8th  during  a  NW  gale.  There  were  22  off  Criccieth  promenade  on  Feb.  1st, i 
20  off  Aberdesach  on  Feb.  20th  and  38  on  the  29th.  17  at  Red  Wharf  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 
6th  and  44  there  on  Mar.  8th,  1 1  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Feb.  29th. 

Late  spring  /  summer  records:  2  off  Port  Eynon,  GOWER  on  May  16  ,  one  in  summer 
plumage  off  Aberdyfi  golf  links,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  28th  and  one  off  Criccieth, 
CAERNARFON  on  May  9th. 

In  autumn,  a  total  of  89  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  Sept.  2nd; 
and  Dec.  31st,  with  day  maxa  of  13  on  Dec.  27th  and  12  on  Nov.  22nd.  A  total  of  at  least  128 
passed  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  between  Aug.  30  and  the  end  of  the  year,  max  16  on 
Sept.  14th  and  Nov.  14th,  and  there  were  3  past  Penrhyn  Colmon  on  Sept.  18th  with  10  here  on 
the  21st.  There  was  a  max  of  5  off  Bardsey  on  Sept.  22nd.  Birds  passed  Point  Lynas, 
ANGLESEY  from  Aug.  30th  to  Dec.  18th,  max.  24  on  Sept.  24th  and  32  on  Nov.  26th  &  28th.  9 
at  Fedw  Fawr  on  Sept.  15th  with  3  here  on  the  20th. 

In  the  second  winter  period,  large  congregations  included:  330  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION  on 
Dec.  2nd  (numbers  in  this  area  lower  than  in  previous  years);  6  off  Aberdysynni, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Sept.  24th,  9  there  on  Oct.  20th,  40  along  the  coast  between  Aberdyfi  and 

iB  tB 

Aberdysynni  on  Dec.  5  and  40-50  off  Aberdysynni  on  Dec.  27  . 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  arctica  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU  i 

(A)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  small  numbers  annually. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated.  In  GOWER:  off  Whiteford  Point  and  Blackpill  on 
Jan.  18th,  2  off  the  latter  site  on  Feb.  15th,  a  single  off  Port  Eynon  on  Apr.  21bt.  In  the  second 
winter  period,  a  single  off  Blackpill  on  Nov.  15th,  17th  &  23rd.  In  PEMBROKE:  Singles 
Goultrop  Roads  Jan.  1st,  Tenby  Jan.  1st,  Amroth  Jan.  18th  &  Feb.  16th,  Haroldston  W  Feb.  15th,  | 
Strumble  Head  Oct.  1st  &  18th,  Nov.  4th,  1 1th  &  22nd,  Fishguard  Harbour  Dec.  9th,  15th  &  19th 
and  2  at  Newgale  on  Mar.  6th.  Singles  off  Llansantffraed,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  26th  &  27th, 
Aberporth  Feb.  7th,  Aberaeron  Feb.  1 1th,  New  Quay  on  Mar.  1st  and  on  4  dates  Nov.  16th  - 
Dec.  15th  and  off  Aberaeron  on  Dec.  16lh.  In  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  two  off  the  beach 
between  Aberdyfi  and  Tywyn  on  Dec.  1st.  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  off  Aberdesach  on 
Feb.  21st,  two  off  Abersoch  on  Mar.  2Lst  with  one  here  on  the  25th  and  one  off  Llanfairfechan 
on  Apr.  1 1th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  two  off  the  Little  Orme  on  Sept.  29tn,  with 
one  staying  until  Oct.  16th,  one  off  Bardsey  on  Oct.  15th  and  two  off  Llanfairfechan  promenade 
on  Dec.  1st. 

On  ANGLESEY:  In  the  first  winter  period  singles  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Feb.  8  &  29  anc 
there  was  one  in  the  bay  at  Lligwy  on  Jan.  27th  &  Feb.  1 1th,  one  off  Beaumaris  on  Jan.  291'1  anc^ 
one  passed  The  Range  on  May  1st.  In  the  second  winter  period,  there  was  one  at  Holyheac 
Breakwater  CP  on  Sept.  15th,  singles  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  15th  &  Nov.  28th,  one  a 
Cenrlyn  on  Oct.  24th,  one  at  Lligwy  on  Dec.  13th  and  one  off  Ynys  Llanddwyn  on  Dec.  3L'. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

79  5  2  14  5  6  9 
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TREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  Gavia  immer  TROCHYDD  MA  WR 

B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  offshore  in  small  numbers  annually. 
Recorded  from  inland  waters  more  f  requently  than  other  diver  species. 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 
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■EMBROKE 

:eredigion 

4EIRIONNYDD 
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..ate  spring  records  from:  Tutt  Head,  GOWER  on  June  5th;  in  PEMBROKE:  singles  at  the 
Gann  Apr.  9th  &  May  17th,  at  Skokholm  on  Apr.  15th  &  May  15th  and  2  at  Newgale  on  May 


J  7th. 

Dn  autumn  passage  a  total  of  14  passed  Point  Lynas  from  Nov.  8th  to  29th,  max  3  on  the  8th. 
singles  were  at  Bardsey  on  Oct.  9th,  25th  and  26th. 

The  only  freshwater  record  was  of  a  juv  on  Llanishen  Res.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  4th. 


LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  G  WYA  CH  FA  CH 

G)  Rather  uncommon  breeding  resident  on  well  vegetated  lakes,  marshes  and  water  courses; 
scarcer  in  the  land-locked  counties. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  12  prs.  at  6  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  29  prs.  at  13 
sites;  GOWER:  10  broods  from  6  sites,  plus  possible  breeding  at  1  other  site;  CEREDIGION: 
3red  at  7  sites;  BRECON:  8  prs.  reared  13+  young  at  7  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  bred  at  2 
Dossibly  3  sites;  ANGLESEY:  4+  prs.  at  2  sites;  at  1  site  in  FLINT.  These  are  not  complete 
surveys.  Monthly  maximum  counts: 
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GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  breeding  on  shallow, 
vegetated  lakes.  Shows  a  more  coastal  distribution  in  winter  and  recorded  on  passage  from 
several  counties. 

Breeding  records  were:  GWENT:  14  prs.  at  6  sites;  GOWER:  3  prs.  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
and  pairs  at  Resolven  Borrow  Pit  &  Fendrod  Lake;  CEREDIGION:  one  pair  bred  and  another 
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built  a  nest;  BRECON:  14  prs.  at  7  sites,  but  success  was  poor,  only  one  juvenile  was 
successfully  raised  by  7  pairs  at  Llangorse  Lake,  another  juvenile  succumbing;  RADNOR:  4 
prs.  at  3  sites;  MONTGOMERY:  5  prs.  at  3  sites;  CAERNARFON:  1  pr.  summered; 
ANGLESEY:  1  pr.  bred,  plus  birds  present  at  other  sites;  at  2  sites  in  CLWYD.  These  are  not 
complete  surveys.  Monthly  counts  from  sites  were: 
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The  count  of  446  recorded  in  August  is  the  second-highest  count  made  on  Traeth  Lafan. 

Very  low  numbers  were  recorded  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION,  maximum  was  15  on  Dec.  2nd. 
There  were  15  off  Morfa  Bychan,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  14th  &  17th.  There  were  10  ir 
Beddmanarch  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  2nd  and  16  off  Traeth  Llugwy  on  Mar.  6th.  30+  of 
Pensam,  DENBIGH  on  Dec.  30th. 


RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Oct.  11th  -  12th  and  Dec.  2nd;  a 
Fishguard  Harbour,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  9th  -  28th,  at  Lligwy,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  13th. 


SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus 
(B)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor, 
passage.  Rare  inland. 

Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 
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CEREDIGION 
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J  F  M  A 
10  10  8  4 
2  1 

6  6  3 


O  N  D 
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Elsewhere:  Singles  unless  stated:  in  the  Burry  Inlet,  GOWER,  a  single  at  Llanrhidian  Sands  o 
Mar.  8th,  2  on  Leason  Pill  &  3  off  Weobley  on  Apr.  8th  and  a  single  off  Salthouse  Point  on  Ap 
1 1th;  at  the  Gann,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  24th;  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Oct.  28th  and  o 
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/as  he  Dyfi  estuary  on  Dec.  12th.  In  CAERNARFON:  there  was  one  in  Foryd  Bay  on  Jan.  13lh  & 
:4  Vlar.  27th,  one  on  the  Conwy  estuary  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Jan.  25lh  and  one  off  Penmaenmawr 
:{j;  on  Mar.  9th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  was  one  off  Penmaenmawr  on  Nov.  14th.  One 

j 

io!  dew  past  Point  Fynas,  ANGFESEY  on  Nov.  22'  ,  and  there  was  one  at  the  Inland  Sea  on  Dec. 
20th.  In  FEINT  at  Point  of  Air  on  Apr.  4th  and  at  Shotwick  Boating  Fake  on  Sept.  23rd. 


BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

6  rA)  Rare  winter  visitor  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  A  regular 
4  visitor  in  small  numbers  only  to  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon.  Has  bred  on  Anglesey  in  the  past. 

All  records  received  were  of  singles  except  where  stated:  at  Whiteford  Point,  GOWER  on  Jan. 

7  18th,  2  at  Berges  Island  on  Feb.  1  llh,  singles  at  Whiteford  Point  on  Mar.  17th,  Apr.  5th  and  Dec. 

35  4th;  Newport  Bay,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  10th  &  13th  and  at  Heathfield  Gravel  Pit  on  Nov.  28lh; 

;  one  wintered  (2004-2005)  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY. 

There  was  one  in  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  estuary,  CAERNARFON/MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  26th 
and  Feb.  17lh;  in  CAERNARFON:  the  first  winter  period  there  were  singles  at  Borth  y  Gest  on 
u  Jan.  5th,  on  Llyn  Eigiau  on  Feb.  16th  and  one  off  Llanfairfechan  on  Mar.  9th.  In  the  second 
winter  period  there  was  one  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  Dec.  1st;  on  Llyn  Penrhyn,  ANGLESEY  Mar. 
24th  -  Apr.  1 1th,  at  Llyn  Coron  on  Oct.  30th  and  on  the  sea  at  Malltraeth  on  Dec.  1st. 
l  Monthly  totals  were: 

4  i  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

13  4  4  2  1  114 


in 

)tl 


i 

at 


FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

(C)  A  numerous  species,  breeding  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Gwent.  Frequent  offshore  in 
most  months. 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  30  at  Nash  Point  on 
Apr.  14th  and  28  at  Cwm  Nash  on  May  18th;  8+  prs.  at  Rhossili  and  others  at  The  Knave, 
GOWER;  in  PEMBROKE:  13  AOS  St  Margaret’s,  74  AOS  Barafundle  -  Giltar,  78  AOS 
Castle  Martin  coast,  730  AOS  Skomer  with  a  mean  breeding  success  of  0.40  young  per  pair. 
45  pairs  bred  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  compared  to  41  last  year,  6  of  the  pairs  failed  to 
rear  young,  but  the  other  39  were  successful,  giving  a  productivity  of  0.87  chicks  per  pair 
compared  with  0.90  last  season;  on  ANGLESEY:  there  were  18  around  the  cliffs  at  Carmel 
Head  and  5  pairs  breeding  at  Ynys  y  Fydlyn,  with  breeding  also  recorded  at  Church  Bay. 


/  Birds  were  passing  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  at  30+  an  hour  on  Sept.  1 1th  and  a  max  of 
m  125  passed  W  here  on  Sept.  23ld.  Autumn  passage  past  Bardsey  began  in  late  July  and 
increased  throughout  August  to  peak  at  102  on  the  26th,  166  on  the  29th  and  144  on  the  30th. 
Severe  winds  on  Sept.  13th  produced  a  massive  movement  with  over  600  passing  (484  were 
counted  in  three  hours  from  08:00  hrs).  This  is  the  largest  count  ever  for  the  island. 

One  was  seen  at  a  housing  estate  at  Cemaes  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  June  12th.  167  passed  Point 
Lynas  in  llA  hours  on  Feb.  8th  and  120  here  in  3  hours  on  Aug.  30th. 


F 

>r. 

in 


CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  species  occasionally  seen  inshore  Welsh  waters  in  summer. 

The  only  accepted  records  were  from:  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Aug.  19th  (first 
record  for  that  county),  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  20th  and  at  Porth  Penrhyn, 
CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  19th. 

The  1999  record  at  Gronant,  FLINT  June  21st  is  now  deemed  not  proven. 
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GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis  ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  species  occasionally  seen  inshore  Welsh  waters  in  summer. 

All  records  were  of  singles  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  20th  &  30th  and  Sept.  13th 
and  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  12th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  griseus  ADERYN-DRYCIN DU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  off  PEMBROKE:  at  Strumble  Head  where  monthly 
totals  were  33  in  August,  71  in  September  and  1  in  October.  Otherwise,  singles  Ramsey  on 
Aug.  15th,  Grassholm  on  Sept.  2nd  and  S  of  Skokholm  on  Sept.  10th.  Off  CAERNARFON: 
Three  passed  Porth  Ysgaden  on  Sept.  12th  with  4  here  on  the  13th,  one  passed  the  Little  Orme 
on  the  14th  and  one  passed  Penrhyn  Colmon  on  the  20th.  Singles  were  seen  off  Bardsey  on 
Sept.  12th,  14th  &  21st  and  Oct.  2nd  &  4th,  with  5  on  Sept.  20th.  ANGLESEY:  There  were 
singles  past  Point  Lynas  on  July  26th,  Aug.  20th,  21st  &  30th  and  Sept.  15th.  Three  passed 
Holyhead  Breakwater  Coastal  Park  on  Sept.  20th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAN  A  W 

(C)  Breeding  on  Pembrokeshire  islands  and  also  in  Caernarfon.  Large  feeding  movements 
and  autumn  passage  are  regular  off  western  coasts  and  even  well  up  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 
Tape  play  back  census  at  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  indicated  845  -  1044  AOB;  also  heard  at  night 

til  fU  ' 

there  Dec.  7  -  14  .  In  sample  census  area  at  Skomer  0.53  chicks  fledged  per  egg  laid,  the 
second  lowest  productivity  figure  in  10  years. 

tE 

The  earliest  record  was  one  calling  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  12  .  No  census  of 
breeding  birds  took  place  on  Bardsey  this  year.  A  sample  of  100  burrows  produced  80  young, 
giving  a  productivity  of  0.80  chicks  per  pair.  In  May  and  June  as  many  as  40  eggs  were  once 
again  taken  from  burrows  by  a  pair  of  Carrion  Crows  that  had  learnt  to  find  accessible 
Shearwater  nest  chambers.  One  was  calling  at  Mynydd  Mawr,  Aberdaron  on  May  21st. 

Monthly  maximum  counts  on  Bardsey  were  4,000  in  July,  3,200  in  August  and  11,664  in 
September.  Counts  elsewhere  included:  off  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1,500  +  at  Lavemock  Point 
during  a  westerly  gale  on  June  23rd,  and  off  Porthcawl:  1,000+  on  June  24th  and  2,162  &  1,000 
on  July  2nd;  1,480+  west  off  Worm’s  Head,  GOWER  on  May  26th,  2,017  off  Port  Eynon  on 
June  23rd,  3,000  off  there  on  Aug.  19th.  A  storm  driven  bird  was  picked  up  at  Margam  Moors, 
then  released.  12,000  off  Borth  /  Dyfi  estuary  mouth,  CEREDIGION  /  MEIRIONNYDD  on 
Aug.  1st  and  1,400  moved  north  in  1  hour  off  Aberystwyth  on  the  same  day.  MEIRIONNYDD: 
There  were  500+  feeding  off  Aberdysynni  on  May  22nd,  c.  3,000  per  hour  moving  N  here  on 
July  8th,  c.  1,000  off  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi  on  July  21st,  at  least  2,000  there  on  Aug.  4th  &  5th. 
Off  CAERNARFON:  1,000  at  Porth  Ysgaden  on  July  4th,  c.2,000  per  hour  at  Penrhyn  Colmon 
on  Sept.  20th.  The  last  record  was  one  on  the  beach  at  Aberdaron  on  Oct.  24th.  ANGLESEY: 
The  earliest  record  was  of  two  at  The  Range  on  Mar.  19  ,  3,000  passing  W  in  1  hour  at  Point 

th 

Lynas  on  Sept.  6  with  2,000  recorded  offshore  here  on  that  date,  the  last  record  was  one  on 
Dec.  17th. 

Inland  a  bird  was  found  freshly  dead  on  Sept.  23ld  at  Cwmdu,  BRECON  and  one  at  Lake 
Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  on  Sept.  15th. 
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!(l«ViEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  mauretanicus 

ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 

C)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 

ingust  to  early  October. 

vlonthly  summary  of  autumn  passage: 

>(/| 


« 


July 


Aug. 


One  was  also  seen  off  Strumble  Head  on  Jan.  6 


th 


Sept. 


Oct. 


GOWER 

Port  Eynon  Point 
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PEMBROKE 
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1 1 
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2 
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2 

Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

1 

1 

Fedw  Fawr 

1 

Cemlyn 

1 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

J  (C)  Breeds  regularly  on  several  island  sites  off  the  west  coast,  mainly  in  very  small  colonies. 
0|  Skokholm  holds  the  only  population  over  1,000  pairs. 

„  248  pairs  estimated  by  tape  play  back  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  in  July.  During  June  a  thorough 
;  diurnal  survey,  using  voice  playback  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  produced  79  responding 
n-  adults  on  nests.  In  August  one  chick  was  located  and  ringed  in  the  colony  at  Briw  Gerrig  and  a 
l;  further  ten  at  Bau  Felen.  This  is  the  largest  number  of  chicks  ever  ringed  in  a  single  year  on  the 
nl  island.  Though  the  figure  of  79  apparently  incubating  adults  is  higher  than  any  previous 
estimate  of  the  population,  this  is  probably  still  a  much  lower  figure  than  actually  nests  on  the 
island;  the  population  estimate  for  Bardsey  is  approximately  1 1 1  pairs.  There  were  a  number  of 
records  off  Bardsey,  including  8  on  Aug.  18th  which  were  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse,  four  were 
t  trapped  and  ringed  and  two  were  killed  by  a  Long-eared  Owl.  12  passed  the  island  on  Sept. 

,  14th,  with  the  last  record  here  one  fatally  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse  on  Oct.  22nd. 


Monthly 

summary  of  sightings 

(also  seen 

from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE): 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

E.  GLAM. 

Porthcawl 

1 

4 

4 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

1 

4 

Tutt  Head 

3 

CERE. 

Aberystwyth 

8 

1 

New  Quay 

1 

4 

MEIRI. 

Harlech 

5 

ANGLE. 

Point  Lynas 

-8 

15 

1 

Porth  Ysgaden 

3 

Cemlyn 

1 

DENBIGH 

Towyn 

2 

Seen  occasionally  from  boats  at  Patches’s  buoy  (7  miles  off  Aberystwyth),  CEREDIGION  with 
8-10  attracted  to  ‘chum’  there  on  July  6th. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  PEDRYN  G YNFFON-FFOR CHO( 

( B )  A  scarce  autumn  visitor,  commonest  off  the  north  Wales  coast. 

Monthly  summary  of  autumn  passage  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  was  13  in  August,  85 


in  September  (peak  of  47  on  the  23' 

d),  2  in  October  and  one  in  November. 

A  breakdown  of  September  passage,  elsewhere: 

13th 

14"' 

15th  19th 

20th  21st  22nd 

23rd 

24,h 

PEMB.  Newport 

3 

CERE.  Aberaeron 

2 

New  Quay 

2 

1 

5 

5 

CAERN.  Great  Orme 

25 

Little  Orme 

3 

9 

2  1 

64 

Bardsey 

61 

Total  of  22 

Porth  Y sgaden 

2 

Penrhyn  Colmon 

4 

ANGLE  .Point  Lynas 

3 

1 

18 

North  Stack 

13 

Holyhead  Breakwater 

32 

13 

6 

October  records  included:  5  off  New  Quay  on  the  5th  and  a  single  on  the  25lh,  one  off  Bardsey 
on  the  4th  and  one  off  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  the  7th.  The  only  record  in  October  was  a 
single  on  the  4th  off  Towyn,  DENBIGH. 

GANNET  Sula  bassana  HUGAN 

(D)  A  common  bird  offshore  throughout  the  year,  most  plentiful  during  the  extended  breeding 
season,  March  -  October.  One  major  breeding  colony  on  Grassholm,  Pembrokeshire. 

An  aerial  survey  of  Grassholm,  PEMBROKE  conducted  on  behalf  of  CCW,  resulted  in  a  count  i 
of  32,094  breeding  pairs,  an  increase  of  1,406  pairs  since  1999.  The  bird  which  has  sat  on  an 
empty  nest  at  St  Margaret’s  for  the  previous  5  years,  this  year  laid  an  egg  but  it  did  not  hatch. 

Large  counts  included:  a  total  of  1,376  birds  passed  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  37 
dates  between  Aug.  30th  and  Nov.  3rd,  max  237  on  Sept.  23rd.  Autumn  movements  off  Bardsey 
peaked  at  1,718  on  Sept.  13th  (the  second-highest  count  made  from  the  island)  and  1,206  the 
next  day;  585  west  past  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  in  1 14  hours  in  severe  gale  force  winds  on 
Feb.  8th,  495  in  3  hours  on  Sept.  21sl  and  500+  feeding  off  Penmon  on  Oct.  7th. 
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'  CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

'C)  Breeding  resident  in  coastal  counties  from  Gwent  to  Anglesey.  Frequently  seen  offshore  in 
other  counties.  A  regular  visitor  to  inland  freshwaters,  mainly  between  late  summer  and  early 


spring. 


' 

'0 

:  | 


f 


r 


Breeding  counts  were:  bred  at  the  Worm’s  Head,  GOWER;  8  pairs  nested  at  Skomer,  probably 
fledging  9  young.  189  pairs  bred  St  Margaret’s  with  a  breeding  success  rate  of  just  over  2  young 
per  pair.  36  AON  at  Penderi,  CEREDIGION.  CAERNARFON:  One  pair  nested  and  fledged  at 
least  three  young  on  Bardsey,  apparently  the  first  documented  record  of  nesting  on  the  island.  On 
Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  45  nest  platforms  were  counted  and  at  least  179  young  birds  seen,  giving  an 
apparent  productivity  figure  of  3.98.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  18  pairs  fledged  51  young,  giving  a 
productivity  of  2.84.  A  max  of  233  birds  left  the  cliffs  on  the  Little  Orme  at  dawn  on  Apr.  23rd. 
There  were  8  nests  holding  16  young  at  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  July  3rd. 


Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandeg. 

18 

18 

29 

6 

6 

18 

23 

27 

40 

29 

39 

20 

Newport 

GLAM. 

21 

11 

4 

3 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

6 

25 

Cardiff  Bay 

20 

26 

42 

Roath  Park 

24 

21 

8 

5 

5 

2 

5 

7 

16 

23 

42 

Ogmore  Est 

4 

3 

10 

3 

2 

7 

14 

19 

16 

16 

17 

Upper 

7 

10 

12 

10 

3 

2 

54 

21 

44 

42 

12 

6 

Loughor 

Whiteford 

127 

81 

30 

34 

19 

43 

74 

87 

90 

119 

106 

75 

Pt. 

Port 

59 

55 

38 

13 

3 

15 

26 

36 

46 

58 

23 

10 

Talbot  Dk 

Queen's 

33 

59 

57 

55 

69 

63 

Dk 

Eglwys 

20 

39 

44 

4 

10 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

21 

30 

Nun.  Res 
Blue  Pool 

61 

52 

51 

74 

64 

43 

50 

Bay 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

21 

25 

24 

46 

27 

21 

35 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

54 

65 

20 

20 

3 

1 

5 

2 

30 

42 

56 

60 

Talybont 

46 

1 

2 

17 

17 

3 

4 

18 

67 

CAERN 

Foryd  Bay 

4 

8 

22 

4 

6 

7 

18 

23 

10 

17 

9 

5 

T.  Lafan 
ANGLE. 

6 

13 

2 

42 

49 

35 

31 

13 

Valley 

6 

5 

3 

8 

9 

11 

9 

12 

5 

4 

Wets. 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  a  total  of  95  migrated  southwards  past  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  18th  and  Oct.  26th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  150  on  Harlech 
beach  on  Aug.  1  llh,  220  on  the  bank  of  the  Dwyryd  on  Sept.  1st  and  162  here  on  the  2nd  with  377 
at  Harlech  Point  on  the  7  .  Elsewhere  there  were  126  loafing  on  the  Broadwater  sand  bank  on 
Aug.  13th.  ANGLESEY:  57  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Aug.  28th,  150  passed  Fedw  Fawr  in  1  hour 
on  Sept.  15th.  There  were  335  around  Penmon  and  Puffin  Island  on  Mar.  8th  &  262  there  on  May 
lsl  and  50  were  counted  in  the  fish  trap  at  Ynys  Gorad  Goch  on  Feb.  24th;  334  at  Gronant,  FLINT 
on  Oct.  31st. 
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Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  P.c.  sinensis  were  recorded  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at: 
Cosmeston  on  Jan.  11th  and  2  there  on  the  17th,  at  Roath  Park  Lake  on  Jan.  21st,  at 
Ystrad/Llwynypia  on  Mar.  3rd  and  again  at  Cosmeston  on  Nov.  14th;  one  at  Llyn  Coron, 
ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  6th,  one  past  Point  Lynas  on  Mar.  21st  and  one  at  Cemlyn  on  Mar.  23rd. 

SHAG  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

(C)  A  regular  breeding  species  on  rocky  coasts  from  Gower. northwards  to  Anglesey. 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  bred  at  Worm’s  Head,  GOWER;  in  PEMBROKE:  2 
nests  found  Barafundle  -  Giltar,  8  nests  Castle  Martin  coast,  7  pairs  nested  St  Margaret’s,  2 
pairs  Skomer,  49  nests  counted  Middleholm,  the  highest  number  recorded  there  to  date,  with  a 
breeding  success  rate  of  2.64  young  per  nest,  c.40  fledglings  noted  Grassholm  on  17  July.  A 
nestling  ringed  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Island,  Gwynedd,  on  May  27th  was  found  dead  on  the  tideline 
at  Newport  on  Sept.  27th;  15  AON  at  Penderi,  CEREDIGION;  CAERNARFON:  A  minimum 
of  36  pairs  built  nests  Bardsey  with  at  least  105  young  fledged,  giving  a  productivity  of  2.92. 
There  were  77  nests  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  producing  169  young,  a  productivity  figure  of 
2.19,  and  seven  nests  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  producing  15  young  giving  a  productivity  figure 
of  2.14.  A  combined  total  of  184  young  from  the  two  islands  gave  an  overall  productivity 
figure  of  2.19  chicks  per  pair.  There  were  140  at  the  Little  Orme  on  Aug.  2nd  with  74  here  on 
the  4lh.  Monthly  totals  on  Bardsey  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

26  14  60  120  67  57  43  22 

ANGLESEY:  11  sitting  birds  were  counted  at  Point  Lynas  on  Apr.  28th  and  10  on  May  20lh. 
There  were  15  in  the  fish  trap  at  Ynys  Gorad  Goch  on  Mar.  1 1th,  40  at  Penmon  on  Apr.  18th 
with  70  here  on  Aug.  21st. 

65  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  15  Sept,  presumed  to  be  a  recovery  movement 
following  2  days  of  W  gales.  There  were  100+  in  the  Dyfi  estuary,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Dec. 
23rd;  47  passed  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  in  2  hours  on  Aug.  21st. 

Inland  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  Sept.  19th  -  20th. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y BWN 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor  chiefly  to  Anglesey,  Ceredigion,  Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan  and  Pembroke. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  at  NWR,  GWENT  Jan.  20th  -  Mar.  22nd  and  another 
at  Magor  on  Mar.  2nd;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  Pool  between  Jan.  1st  and  Mar.  28th, 
although  2  were  present  on  Feb.  14th.  Nearby,  one  was  in  a  saltmarsh  reedbed  in  Kenfig  Dunes 
on  Feb.  29  .  In  the  second  winter  period  the  first  record  was  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Oct.  16  , 

2  on  the  19th  and  Nov.  18th  &  20th  and  Dec.  1 1th.  Detailed  analysis  of  plumages  showed  that  5 
individual  birds  were  present  between  mid  October  and  mid  December.  Away  from  Kenfig 
Pool  a  single  was  at  Cosmeston  on  Nov.  19lh  &  23ld.  Up  to  2  at  the  Kenfig  River,  GOWER 
between  Jan.  17th  and  Mar.  28th,  single  birds  there  Nov.  28th,  Dec.  12th  &  26th;  in  PEMBROKE 
at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  Jan.  3rd  -  Feb.  28th,  with  2  there  on  Jan.  21st.  Singles  at  Teifi  Marshes,  i 
PEMBROKE  /  CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  13th  and  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  12th; 
One  was  seen  at  Ty  Mawr,  Llangasty,  BRECON  on  several  occasions  between  Jan.  2nd  &  17th, 
and  again  between  Oct.  17th  &  25lh.  One  flew  out  of  the  Dysynni  reed  bed  and  down  to  Pont 
Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Dec.  10th;  one  was  seen  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb. 
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>6lh  (this  was  the  second  record  for  the  island,  following  one  that  was  attracted  to  the 
lighthouse  in  1989);  on  ANGLESEY:  A  booming  bird  was  present  in  spring  at  one  site  on  the 
sland.  During  the  first  winter  period  there  was  one  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Jan.  31st  and  one  was 
found  dead  on  the  tideline  by  Beaumaris  pier  on  Mar.  20th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there 
vvas  one  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  Nov.  25th  and  one  was  seen  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  three  dates  in 
October  and  four  dates  each  in  November  and  December. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

J  F  M  A  O  N  D 

8  8  6  1  7  9  8 

Correction  to  2003  report:  no  records  were  received  of  this  species  from  BRECON  in  2003. 
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LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BACH 

(B)  Now  a  fairly  common  autumn  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Breeds  in  south  and  north 
Wales.  Increasing  occurrences,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with  a  distinct  influx  in  autumn. 
Numbers  have  increased  so  much  over  the  past  few  years  that  a  detailed  summary  is  no  longer 
possible.  A  summary  of  individuals  for  some  counties  and  sites  in  each  month  is  tabulated 
below: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

17 

8 

30 

15 

20 

17 

22 

24 

26 

20 

20 

31 

PW/St. 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 

Brides 

Undy 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

3 

2 

1 

Elsewhere 

E.  GLAM. 

2 

6 

7 

2 

2 

5 

Hendre  Lake 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cardiff  Bay 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Ogmore 

4 

5 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

GOWER 

3 

5 

5 

5 

2 

1 

4 

3 

4 

Whiteford 

17 

9 

1  1 

3 

1 

6 

5 

7 

43 

54 

Wemffrwd 

13 

19 

17 

4 

7 

19 

40 

28 

14 

1 

Penclawdd 

8 

8 

12 

12 

3 

7 

14 

53 

32 

14 

14 

2 

Berthlwyd 

3 

1 1 

13 

14 

6 

9 

17 

19 

28 

8 

12 

9 

Upper 

Loughor 

8 

23 

10 

18 

4 

12 

21 

31 

24 

42 

12 

23 

Neath 

1 

5 

2 

3 

4 

6 

PEMB. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Cleddau 

22 

32 

20 

4 

4 

8 

32 

39 

52 

46 

40 

Nevem 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Teifi  (P/C) 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

CERE. 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

7 

BRECON 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

RADNOR 

MONT. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

MEIRI. 

2 

2 

6 

13 

Dwyryd/Glas 

3 

7 

3 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

11 

10 

4 

CAERN. 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Foryd  Bay 

4 

5 

2 

5 

1 

4 

4 

5 

1 1 

4 

8 

8 

Traeth  Laf. 

16 

17 

14 

19 

62 

65 

71 

79 

43 

21 

ANGLE. 

3 

3 

8 

6 

2 

5 

5 

Braint  est. 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Malltraeth  / 
Cefni  est 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

4 

6 

2 

4 

4 

Red  Wharf  B 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

FLINT 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

The  counts  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  are  included  only  in  the  CEREDIGION  figures. 
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Passage  recorded  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE,  singles  on  Sept.  20th  &  Nov.  16th,  and  4 
departed  N W  out  to  sea  towards  Ireland  on  Aug.  2 1 st. 

Two  pairs  nested  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION,  one  was  successful,  rearing  2y.  There  was  no 
sign  of  breeding  at  the  site  on  ANGLESEY  that  was  used  for  the  last  two  years,  although  a  few 
adults  were  seen  there. 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba  CREYR  MAWR  GWYJ 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

A  colour-ringed  adult  bird  (possibly  the  same  bird  that  was  at  Leighton  Moss,  Lancashire,  until 
May  30th)  was  in  the  Buoy  Inlet,  GLAMORGAN  /  CARMARTHEN  June  6th  -  Oct.  30th. 

2002:  additional  record  at  Pont  Croesor,  Glaslyn,  Porthmadog,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  8lh. 


HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  occurring  widely  around  estuaries,  lakes  and  inland 
watercourses;  although  the  population  is  increasing  in  some  counties,  overall  in  Wales,  it 
appears  to  be  stable. 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  56  nests  at  4  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  16 
nests  at  2  sites  (35  nests  at  Coed  Llwyn  Rhyddid  Wildlife  Trust  Reserve  at  Hensol  in  2003); 
GOWER:  55  nests  in  10  sites;  CEREDIGION:  100  nests  at  13  sites;  BRECON:  82  nests  at  5 
sites;  MONTGOMERY  58-64  nests  in  8  colonies;  CAERNARFON:  44  nests  in  5  colonies; 
ANGLESEY  25  nests  at  4  sites. 


Monthly  counts  from  selected  sites: 


J 

F 

M 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

38 

2 

4 

16 

23 

26 

8 

10 

E.  GLAM.  Forest  Fm 
GOWER 

9 

6 

1 

6 

13 

11 

Upper  Loughor 

6 

6 

3 

10 

15 

9 

11 

9 

9 

Whiteford 

1 

2 

4 

19 

14 

4 

PEMB.  Cleddau  Est 

18 

15 

1 1 

* 

23 

18 

15 

15 

CAERN.  Traeth  Lafan 

6 

2 

5 

15 

20 

15 

28 

30 

*55  were  seen  at  Cleddau  Est  Aug.  1st  -  2nd. 
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SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  LLWYBIG 

(A)  A  uncommon  visitor  to  Wales,  recorded  mainly  from  estuaries  and  coastal  lagoons  and 
occasionally  over-wintering  and  summering. 

All  records  were:  an  immature  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  May  20th  -  Aug.  19th;  a  colour- 
ringed  (lime  L5)  immmature  at  Penclawdd,  GOWER  on  Jan.  28  &  Feb.  26  ,  along  with 

another  bird  on  Mar.  12th  &  Apr.  15th  and  finally  on  its  own  on  Dec.  19th  (the  bird  was  ringed 

(as  a  nestling,  at  Onderdijk,  Vooroever,  Holland  on  May  12th  2003  and  was  last  seen  in  that 
country  on  June  28th  2003);  2  travelled  S  over  St  David’s  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  1st;  two 
at  Rhyll,  FLINT  June  3rd  -  20th  (also  seen  at  Prestatyn  and  on  the  River  Clwyd  which  is  in 
DENBIGH). 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia  CICONIA  GWYN 

1(A)  Unusual  visitor,  often  relating  to  escaped  individuals. 

A  single  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  Apr.  8th  &  9th  (also  seen  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the 
border).  One  at  the  Nevern  Estuary,  PEMBROKE  June  14th  was  thought  to  be  an  escape. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

(B)  First  confirmed  breeding  in  1992,  now  breeds  in  small  numbers.  Formerly  a  rare  summer 
visitor,  numbers  have  increased  throughout  the  1980’s  and  it  is  now  recorded  annually. 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single 
migrants:  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  24th,  at  Llangrannog,  CEREDIGION  on  May  2nd; 
at  Camddwr  Bleiddiau,  BRECON  on  Aug.  31st,  one  flew  out  to  sea  off  the  Little  Orme, 
CAERNARFON  on  May  14th. 

2002:  additional  record  at  High  Cross,  Newport,  GWENT  on  Sept.  27th. 

BLACK  KITE  Milvus  migrans  BARCUD  DU 

(A)  Vagrant. 

2003:  A  single  at  Sker  Point,  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  18th  (third  county  record). 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

(D)  Formerly  widespread,  but  almost  eradicated  between  the  late  18th  and  early  20  ' 
centuries.  Now  an  increasing  resident  breeder  in  Wales. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus  BOD  Y  GWERN1 

(B)  An  increasing  passage  migrant,  occasionally  overwinters.  Only  sexed  records  are 
included. 

Spring  passage,  all  records  refer  to  singles  unless  stated:  in  GWENT  a  male  at  NWR  Uskmouth 
&  Goldcliff  on  Apr.  1 7th,  males  at  NWR  on  May  1 1th  &  25th  and  females  /  immatures  at  the 
former  on  Apr.  12th,  17th,  May  3rd  &  9th  and  June  14th;  a  female  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh,  GOWER 
on  Apr.  25th;  a  female  at  St.  David’s  Head,  PEMBROKE  Apr.  26th,  a  male  &  female  St. 
David’s  airfield  May  17th,  with  the  female  there  on  the  20th;  a  male  at  Cors  Fochno, 
CEREDIGION  on  June  13th;  a  female  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  May  3rd;  a  female,  William 
Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Mar.  17th;  an  immature  male  was  at  the  Broadwater  and 
Lower  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  June  19th;  a  male  past  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May 
19th;  ANGLESEY:  there  was  a  female  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  Mar.  2nd,  one  near  the  Anglesey  Show 
Ground,  Mona  on  May  17th.  There  was  an  immature  female  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  May  16th,  a  male 
was  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Mar.  31st  and  Apr.  4th,  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  Apr.  23rd,  at  Llyn  Traffwll 
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on  May  2nd  and  ai  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  May  29lh  and  an  immature  male  was  at  Llyn  Alaw  on 
May  16th. 

In  autumn,  females  /  immatures:  at  NWR  Goldcliff  on  Aug.  7th;  at  Penclawydd,  GOWER  on 
Aug.  13th,  then  at  Salthouse  Point  and  Llanrhidian  on  the  14th,  Llanrhidian  &  Wemffrwd  on  the 
15th  &  16th;  at  St.  David’s  airfield,  PEMBROKE  July  3rd,  Ramsey  Aug.  6th  -  7th  and  a  dark  juv. 
on  Skomer  July  29th;  at  Cors  Fochno,  CEREDIGION  Oct.  10th  &  1th,  and  at  Cors  Caron  Aug. 
3rd  -  29th;  at  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Oct.  1 3th  &  1 4th. 

There  was  a  male  near  Llanberis,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  8th. 

Winter  records  of  a  cream-crown  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Dec.  30th  and  on 
ANGLESEY  a  female  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Dec.  16th  and  a  male  at  Llyn  Dinam  again  on  Dec.  23rd. 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus  BOD  TINWEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  on  the  uplands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  otherwise  a  winter  visitor 
and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 

A  survey  of  breeding  hen  harriers  in  Wales  was  undertaken  in  2004  as  part  of  the  UK  survey. 
The  survey  consisted  of  a  complete  census  of  187  1-km  squares  at  the  core  of  the  species’ 
known  recent  and  historic  range  (post  1954). 

The  Welsh  breeding  population  was  estimated  at  43  territorial  pairs,  representing  an  increase  of 
54%  when  compared  to  the  28  territorial  pairs  recorded  in  1998.  In  total,  territorial  pairs  were 
recorded  in  41  1-km  squares  (17  10-km  squares)  in  2004  compared  to  25  1-km  squares  (16  10- 
km  squares)  in  1998,  representing  an  increase  of  64%.  There  were  40  territorial  pairs  recorded 
in  the  3  hen  harrier  key  areas  (Berwyn  SPA,  Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt  SPA,  Hiraethog  SSSI)  in 
2004  compared  to  21  territorial  pairs  recorded  in  1998. 

In  2004,  39  hen  harrier  nests  fledged  64  chicks.  There  was  no  difference  in  productivity,  with 
an  overall  mean  of  1.5  chicks  per  territorial  pair  in  2004  and  1998  respectively.  Although,  in 
2004  there  was  an  overall  higher  proportion  of  successful  nests  per  territorial  pair  (65%) 
compared  to  1998  (46%). 

Although  there  was  little  difference  in  overall  productivity  (mean  chicks  per  territorial  pair)  j 
between  2004  and  1998,  there  was  geographical  variation  in  productivity  in  2004  between  the  3 
key  areas,  Berwyn  SPA  (2.1  chicks  per  territorial  pair),  Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt  SPA  (0.9 
chicks  per  territorial  pair)  and  Hiraethog  SSSI  (1.7  chicks  per  territorial  pair). 

Table  1.  Numbers  of  territorial  pairs  and  breeding  outcomes  of  Hen  Harrier  in  Wales  between 
1992-2004  (from  unpubl.  RSPB  data) 


Year 

No.  of  territorial  pairs 

No.  of  successful  nests 

No.  chicks 

Mean  chicks  per 

1992 

28 

14 

55 

territorial  pair 
2.0 

1993 

27 

10 

37 

1.4 

1994 

27 

7 

23 

0.9 

1995 

23 

7 

19 

0.8 

1996 

25 

8 

26 

1.0 

1997 

24 

10 

31-32 

1.3 

1998 

28 

13 

42 

1.5 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

Incomplete  coverage 
Incomplete  coverage 
Incomplete  coverage 
Incomplete  coverage 

; 

2003 

33 

21 

70 

2.1 

2004 

43 

28 

64 

1.5 
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Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  other  records  for  each 
county  (for  some,  specific  sites  are  also  included),  separated  by  sex  where  given  (M  =  male,  J 
4  =  juv.,  1st  M  =  immature  male,  RT  =  ring-tail): 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

M 

M 

RT 

RT 

E.  GLAM. 

RT 

M 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

2RT 

Llanilid 

M 

2RT 

3RT 

1  GOWER 

M 

M 

2  M 

RT 

M 

1st  M 

2RT 

RT 

RT 

RT 

RT 

PEMB. 

RT 

2M 

1st  M 

Dowrog 

M 

3M 

2M 

2M 

2M 

2M 

St.  David’s 

2RT 

2RT 

RT 

RT 

RT 

RT 

M 

RT 

RT 

M 

airfield 

3RT 

2RT 

Marloes  / 

RT 

RT 

1st  m 

M 

J 

J 

RT 

Skomer  / 
Skokholm 

2nd  M 

Ist  M 

J 

RT 

2  J 

2  J 

RT 

Castle 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Martin 

Ramsey 

2RT 

1  + 

1 

1 

CERE. 

Dyfi  est. 

2RT 

RT 

RT 

RT 

M 

M 

M 

M  RT 

RT 

RT 

Cors  Caron 

M 

2R 

M 

M 

RT 

2RT 

T 

2RT 

RT 

BRECON 

M 

RT 

M 

1 

RT 

M 

RT 

RT 

RT 

MEIRI. 

1 

M 

RT 

1 

CAERN. 

2M 

2M 

RT 

RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

ANGLE. 

2M 

M 

3  RT 

M 

2  RT 

RT 

CLWYD 

M 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  resident  in  all  Welsh  counties. 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was:  bred  at  6  and  suspected  at  3  more  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  one  site  in  GOWER,  seen  displaying  at  3  other  sites  and  present  at 
many  more;  recorded  breeding  at  4+  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  breeding  was  suspected  at  only 
six  forest  sites  in  BRECON  (three  in  the  south  of  the  county,  two  on  Epynt  and  one  in  the 
north)  due  to  reduced  observer  effort  rather  than  any  change  in  the  species’  fortunes,  breeding 
was  proven  in  only  one  of  these;  2  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  reported  at  4 
other  sites;  a  juvenile  seen  in  late  August,  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  2  pairs  seen  displaying  in 
CAERNARFON;  a  pair  at  one  site  on  ANGLESEY  but  not  known  whether  they  bred. 
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SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

(E)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales,  some  evidence  that  it  is 
declining  where  Goshawks  are  widespread. 


BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  B  WNCA  TH 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  all  of  Wales. 

Counts  of  large  congregations  included:  26  in  a  field  at  Kemeys  Commander,  GWENT  on 
Sept.  23rd;  at  least  20  pairs  bred  in  the  Maesteg  /  Ogmore  Forest  and  Lower  Garw  Valley  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  spring  soaring  counts  in  BRECON  included  26  over  Gwenddwr  on  Mar.  25 
and  14  over  Battle  on  Apr.  1st.  14  territories  were  recorded  in  the  Penrhyn  Park,  Aber  Ogwen 
and  Tal-y-Bont  area  CAERNARFON,  two  more  than  in  the  same  area  in  2003.  White  bird  in 
the  Severn  Valley,  MONTGOMERY  all  year. 


OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus 


GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 


(B)  An  annual  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  which  has  increased  in  parallel  with  the 


Scottish  breeding  population.  Single  birds  over  summered  in  1986,  1992,  1994  and  1997. 
Several  have  stayed  for  long  periods.  First  recorded  breeding  in  2004,  although  a  nest  was 
built  in  2003. 

A  pair  bred  by  Afon  Glaslyn  at  Ynysfor,  MEIRIONNYDD  in  an  area  where  birds  had  been 
seen  displaying  and  carrying  fish  during  2002  and  2003.  Unfortunately  the  chicks  were  lost 
when  strong  winds  in  early  July  blew  part  of  the  nest  down. 

At  another  site  in  mid-Wales  a  second  pair  nested  successfully,  one  young  fledged;  at  that  site  it 


was  found  that  a  nest  had  also  been  built  in  2003  but  its  outcome  is  not  known. 


One  also  summered  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION. 

Apart  from  the  above,  approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  Jane 

3 


GWENT 
E.  GLAM. 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE  1 

CERE.  1 

BRECON  1 

RADNOR 
CAERN. 

ANGLESEY 


4  2  1  + 

2  1 

1  1 

1  3+ 


July  Aug.  Sept. 

1 

1 

2  3 

2  2 

2  1  2 

3 

1  1  2 

2 


Oct. 

2 


1 
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HEBOG  Y  GOGLEDD 


GYR  FALCON  Falco  rusticolus 

i'A)  Vagrant. 

2003  one  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  8th  was  the  13th  record  for  Wales. 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

(C)  Rather  scarce  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales.  Partial  and  passage  migrant  in  small 
numbers  to  some  counties. 

Incomplete  breeding  information  includes:  reported  from  46  locations  and  bred  at  12  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  one  site  in  GOWER  and  present  at  4  others;  bred  at  7  sites  in 

, 

PEMBROKE;  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  18  sites  across  BRECON  but  it  is  unlikely  that 
pairs  were  present  at  all  of  these,  at  least  14  fledged  young  or  juveniles  were  noted  at  some  of 
these  sites  in  late  summer;  3  prs  in  MONTGOMERY;  5  pairs  bred  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  only 
one  pair  was  reported  to  have  bred  in  CAERNARFON;  possibly  3  pairs  bred  on  ANGLESEY. 

MERLIN  Falco  columbarius  CUDYFL  BACH 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Breeding  records  included:  2  pairs  is  suitable  habitat  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  5  territories  in 
MONTGOMERY,  from  which  2  pairs  reared  6y. 

Non-breeding  records: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

E.  GLAM. 

23  reports 

1 

2 

3 

20+ 

14+ 

GOWER 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

2 

PEMB. 

6 

8 

13 

10 

4 

1 

1 

9 

6 

7 

MEIRI. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

CAERN. 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

9 

2 

1 

ANGLE. 

6 

6 

9 

7 

4 

2 

1 

9 

10 

7 

DENB. 

FLINT 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

HOBBY  Falco  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

(B)  Rare  breeding  summer  visitor  in  at  least  four  counties  with  a  total  breeding  population  of 
approximately  30  pairs.  Elsewhere  a  rare  passage  migrant,  although  a  few  summer  on 
occasion. 

Breeding  records:  3  prs.  fledged  at  least  7y  in  GWENT;  seen  at  one  site  in  CEREDIGION  but 
no  definite  evidence  of  breeding;  in  BRECON,  single  adults  were  seen  hunting  in  two  areas  of 
the  Usk  valley  during  July  and  August  indicating  local  breeding,  a  juvenile  being  seen  at  one 
of  these  in  late  August;  a  pair  fledged  2y  in  the  Severn  Valley,  MONTGOMERY  (1st 
confirmed  breeding  in  that  county).  A  pair  also  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  Aug.  29th;  bred  at  one  site 


in  FLINT.  Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non- 

-breeding  birds: 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

3 

1  1 

2 

6 

4 

5 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

4 

1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

GOWER 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

3 

1 

1 

BRECON 

1 

1 

MONT. 

V 

2 

CAERN. 

1 

4 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

3 

FLINT 

2 

1 

3 
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PEREGRINE  Falco  peregrinus  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties,  increasing  in  numbers  to  a  current  breeding 
population  (2002)  of  321  pairs. 

A  total  of  32  pairs  were  present  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  of  these  22  pairs  actually  bred  with 

a  total  of  42  young  fledged  (cf.  41  in  2002);  Present  at  24  sites  in  GOWER. 

- 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y DWR 

(C)  A  scarce  breeding  resident,  more  commonly  recorded  as  a  passage  migrant  and  winter 
visitor  to  all  counties. 

Breeding  records  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males):  34  present  at  NWR 
Goldcliff,  GWENT  during  a  survey  on  Apr.  18th;  Kenfig  and  Cefn  Mabley  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  in  GOWER  bred  at  Pant  y  Sais  fen  but  also  present  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res., 
Margam  Moors  and  River  Kenfig  scrapes  /  rivermouth;  3  territories  on  the  Teifi  Marshes, 
CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE,  also  heard  at  Cors  Caron  and  Cors  Fochno  during  the  breeding 
season,  both  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON:  at  least  three  pairs  were  suspected  of  breeding  at 
Llangorse  Lake  and  1-2  pairs  at  Y  Gors;  Bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  (first 
confirmed  breeding  at  that  site);  present  all  year  at  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON;  probably 
bred  at  Cors  Goch  and  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY;  present  at  Gronant,  FLINT  in  the 
summer. 


315 


I 

Maximum  autumn  &  winter  concentrations  were: 


J 


GWENT 

NWR 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

3 

Tirfounder  Fields 

2 

GOWER 

Llanmorlais 

5 

PEMB. 

St.  Davids  airfield 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

7 

Y  Gors 

CAERN. 

Conwy  RSPB 

5 

ANGLE. 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

3 

Valley  Wetlands 


F  M  A  A  S  O  N  D 

10 

4  4  13  4  6  7 

2  2  2  4  5 

7 

7 

5+  5+  5+ 

4  1  8  3  4  1 

1  0  2  2  5  3  8  14 


SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana porzana  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  and  occasional  breeder. 

A  male  was  calling  at  Trefeiddan,  PEMBROKE  on  May  28th  (the  second  year  running). 


CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

(A)  Formerly  a  numerous  and  ubiquitous  summer  visitor  to  all  counties.  Now  extinct  as  a 
breeding  species. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  male  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  May  7,h  -  10th. 


MOORHEN  Gall  inula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  thoughout  Wales. 
Breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT  at  3  sites,  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  20  sites; 
in  GOWER  32  broods  at  18  sites;  in  PEMBROKE  at  4  sites;  12  broods  totalling  44  reared  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  at  2  sites.  The  monthly  counts  at  NWR, 
GWENT  and  Tirfounder  Fields,  E.  GLAMORGAN: 

J  F  M  A  M  J  A  S  O  N  D 

NWR  44  50 

Tirfounder  Fds  54  52  30+  14  1  56  59  51  37  35 

46  along  the  canal  between  Rogerstoen  -  Cross  Keys,  GWENT  ON  Mar.  18th;  44  counted  along 
the  Swansea  Canal,  GOWER  between  Clydach  and  Trebanos  on  Oct.  15  . 


COOT  Fulica  atra  CWTIAR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


316 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

86 

153 

138 

73 

72 

69 

95 

117 

137 

153 

237 

222 

Ynysfro 

73 

49 

17 

5 

4 

15 

23 

35 

35 

77 

119 

27 

Dunlop 

101 

30 

8 

11 

3 

4 

40 

40 

16 

4 

Semtex 

Llandeg. 

30 

48 

39 

34 

22 

30 

16 

17 

40 

90 

Bryn  Bach 

80 

41 

130 

76 

GLAM. 

' 

Cardiff  Bay 

220 

115 

4 

40 

110 

Cosmest.on 

86 

35 

4 

100 

114 

120 

120 

Lakes 

Aberthaw 

45 

23 

14 

8 

8+ 

10 

19 

23 

34 

44 

36 

Quarry 

Kenfig  Pool 

136 

108 

120 

68 

92 

135 

213 

247 

156 

136 

124 

Lamby  Lake 

35 

34 

16 

15 

44 

30 

53 

73 

Llan/Lis  R. 

161 

63 

28 

11 

8 

31 

77 

77 

48 

61 

52 

57 

Roath  Park 

213 

71 

20 

16 

25 

38 

37 

148 

178 

168 

218 

230 

Margam 

32 

33 

28 

9 

11 

29 

20 

13 

9 

7 

6 

8 

Gnoll  P. 

18 

26 

21 

23 

24 

23 

23 

23 

29 

29 

Resolven 

136 

123 

55 

30 

15 

50 

68 

92 

86 

95 

94 

BREC. 

Llangorse 

350 

400 

80 

80 

80 

250 

255 

500 

500 

267 

Talybont 

2 

12 

17 

38 

51 

39 

34 

49 

ANGLE. 

Cemlyn 

71 

58 

47 

19 

13 

17 

74 

79 

81 

88 

77 

L.  Alaw 

310 

147 

207 

201 

69 

L.  Cefni 

56 

43 

43 

56 

48 

233 

417 

361 

153 

84 

45 

28 

L.  Coron 

85 

102 

102 

76 

73 

139 

143 

118 

68 

65 

74 

72 

L.  Maelog 

78 

79 

105 

51 

22 

61 

121 

48 

255 

21 

17 

71 

Malltraeth 

i  to 

1  8 

Pool 

1  jU 

1  o 

Malltraeth 

8 

11 

40 

37 

21 

38 

17 

14 

8 

RSPB 

Valley  Wet. 

236 

184 

177 

284 

469 

487 

459 

158 

175 

140 

Other  large  congregations  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  84  at  Abercwmboi  Lake  on  Jan.  1st,  40 
at  Wilderness  Pond,  Porthcawl  on  Jan.  22nd  and  175  River  Ely  at  Ely  Fields,  Cardiff  on  Oct.  ; 
1 8th;  80  at  Ysceifiog,  FLINT  on  Jan.  1 7th. 

Incomplete  breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  bred  at  10  sites,  36  pairs;  bred  at  17  sites  | 
in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  15  sites  in  GOWER;  5 1  y  from  10  sites  in  BRECON;  at  5  sites  on 
ANGLESEY. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haemcitopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y MOR  \ 

(C)  A  common ,  chiefly  coastal  breeding  species  and  abundant  winter  visitor  to  all  coastal 
areas  of  Wales. 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the 
main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

s 

O 

N 

D 

GLAM. 

Aberavon 

550 

719 

483 

170 

1 

280 

1054 

900 

900 

346 

Blackpill 

2511 

2255 

1322 

450 

369 

198 

641 

3630 

4240 

3400 

4020 

410 

Burry  (S) 

6940 

7360 

1900 

400 

55 

740 

3535 

10300 

14350 

11260 

15665 

1626 

Jersey  M. 
CAERN. 

800 

30 

45 

900 

2000 

2000 

187 

T.  Lafan 

4626 

4938 

1990 

4232 

1864 

1486 

5718 

416 

The  only  other  notable  count  was  of  3,200  at  the  high  tide  roost  below  Llys  Helig  Drive  on 
West  Shore,  Llandudno,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  26th. 
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Breeding  records  were:  2  prs.  Hedged  3y  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT;  PEMBROKE:  62 
aests/territories  on  Skomer;  17  nests  were  followed  to  conclusion,  from  which  ten  successfully 
fledged  (0.6  per  nest);  a  pair  on  the  Usk  at  Scethrog,  BRECON  in  early  May  bred  successfully 
while  a  pair  failed  at  Ffordd  Fawr,  on  the  Wye,  with  a  third  bird  noted  upstream  at  Pipton  on 
June  29th;  2  prs.  bred  on  the  Lower  Wye,  RADNOR;  pairs  bred  or  attempted  to  breed  in 
'  MONTGOMERY  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  and  Llandinam  Gravels  Res.; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Several  pairs  tried  to  nest  along  Aberdyfi  dunes  and  shore,  but  most  were 
predated  and  a  pair  on  eggs  on  grassland  N  of  Aberdyfi  golf  links  failed.  Two  chicks  were 
fledged  on  the  Broadwater;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  9-10  breeding  pairs  at  Maes  Mawr, 
Pontllyfni  and  a  minimum  of  61  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  compared  to  75  last  year.  The 
number  of  fledged  young  seen  from  these  nests  (61)  was  lower  than  that  of  the  two  previous 
years  and  gives  a  productivity  figure  of  1.00  chicks  per  pair;  ANGLESEY:  There  were  at  least 

[three  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  two  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr.  At  Cemlyn  three  successful 
breeding  pairs  fledged  6  chicks  between  them  and  two  other  attempts  failed. 


Other  inland  records  from  BRECON  included  singles  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  Mar.  16th  and  at 
Llangorse  on  Apr.  15th,  between  July  24lh  and  Aug.  29th  1  -  3  birds  together  wandered  the 
county  being  reported  from  Usk  Reservoir  July  24th  -  26th  and  Llangorse  on  several  dates.  A 
single  at  Heol  Senni  on  a  cut  silage  field  on  July  28th. 


AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta  CAMBIG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor  and  breeder. 

There  was  a  single  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  4th  -  14th  and  two  at  Conwy  RSPB 
CAERNARFON  on  May  15lh  -  16th,  with  presumably  the  same  two  at  the  Cob  Pools  on  the 
Glaslyn  at  Porthmadog  on  the  16th. 

2  pairs  bred  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  fledging  5y  from  2  broods.  Up  to  5  adults  were  present  at  the 
sites  Mar.  25th  -  July  24th. 


KENTISH  PLOVER  Charadrius  alexandrinus  CWTIAD  CAINT 

(A)  Rare  spring  migrant. 

The  only  record  was  of  a  juvenile  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Oct.  1 1  . 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  small  numbers  on  the  gravel  shoals  of  rivers,  wetlands  and 
industrial  sites  in  south  and  mid  Wales,  less  numerous  in  north  Wales.  Elsewhere  it  is  an 
uncommon  passage  migrant. 

In  GWENT:  2  at  Goldcliff  on  Mar.  24th  and  6  at  Gobion  on  the  29th.  4-5  pairs  nested  at  NWR 
and  fledged  up  to  lOy.  3  nests  on  the  River  Usk  and  one  pair  inland.  Singles  at  Abergavenny 
Castle  Meadows  on  June  lbt,  7  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  on  July  6lh  and  6  on  the  7th.  At  NWR  there 
were  2  in  March,  5  in  April,  8  in  May,  1 1  in  June,  13  in  July,  7  in  August  and  2  up  to  Sept.  13th. 
In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  first  arrivals  were  recorded  at  the  Watermill  and  at  Llanilid  on  Mar.  17  . 
Numbers  built  up  steadily  at  Llanilid  with  1 1  being  noted  on  Mar.  31st,  15  on  Apr.  9th  &  11th 
and  18  on  the  30th.  Singles  were  seen  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  Ely  Fields,  6  were  at 
Aberthaw  on  Apr.  17th  and  one  at  Kenfig  on  Apr.  18th.  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  Llanilid  with 
10  pairs,  at  least  1  pairs  being  double  brooded  and  6  pairs  at  Ruthin  Quarry.  There  was  a  total 
of  34  at  Llanilid  on  July  17lh  (including  ads  and  juvs)  and  2  juvs  were  still  there  on  Sept.  2nd. 
Singles  were  seen  at  Kenfig  in  mid  August,  3  imm.  were  at  Merthyr  Mawr  Warren  on  Sept.  2nd 
and  the  latest  record  was  of  a  single  on  Newton  Beach  on  Oct.  9th. 
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GOWER:  A  pair  bred  at  Castell  Du  and  probably  bred  at  Velindre;  2  pairs  bred  at  Cors  Caron, 
CEREDIGION,  although  one  pair  failed  and  singles  seen  at  Ynyshir  on  Mar.  31st,  Apr.  10th  and 
Sept.  14th;  in  BRECON:  three  pairs  at  Scethrog  and  one  pair  at  Llangorse.  Passage  continued 
until  the  third  week  of  April  with  an  additional  9  birds  at  Llangorse  on  the  14!h.  On  the  River 
Usk,  six  pairs  between  Pencelli  and  Scethrog  and  a  further  pair  below  Brecon  by-pass,  of  these, 
three  pairs  raised  at  least  six  young,  while  the  pair  at  Llangorse  raised  two  young.  Three  pairs 
also  bred  between  Glasbury  Bridge  and  Ffordd  Fawr  with  at  least  one  young  raised.  Pairs  were 
noted  at  Dderw  Pool  and  Talybont  but  breeding  was  not  suspected.  3  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd 
Hafren,  MONTGOMERY,  3  at  Llandinam  Gravels  and  single  pairs  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  and 
at  the  William  Condry  Reserve;  CAERNARFON:  The  first  returning  bird  at  Conwy  RSPB  was 
on  Apr.  3rd,  with  many  records  of  singles  here.  One  at  Greford  Flash,  DENBIGH  on  Apr.  3rd; 
one  at  Shotwick  Boating  Lake,  FLINT  on  Apr.  8th  and  2  at  Point  of  Air  on  Aug.  6th. 

RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

(C)  A  scarce  breeder,  concentrated  principally  in  the  north-west  (Llyn  peninsula  and  Anglesey) 
and  the  mid-section  of  the  south  coast.  It  is  also  a  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  coastal  areas. 

Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  1 
at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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J 
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A 
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N 
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GWENT 

St.  Brides 

17 

15 

1 

24 

116 

NWR 

12 

13 

23 

120 

31 

10 

250 

75 

3 

11 

GLAM. 

Blackpill 

284 

133 

112 

67 

77 

7 

288 

244 

240 

350 

388 

Burry  (S) 
CERE. 

139 

280 

15 

250 

450 

160 

Ynys-las 

CAERN. 

170 

750* 

Pwllheli  H. 

130 

76 

T.  Lafan 

37 

48 

25 

1 

180 

46 

38 

33 

84 

*  on  Aug.  20  . 

Other  large  counts  were:  GOWER:  105  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Feb.  10th;  PEMBROKE:  100+  at  a 
high  tide  roost  at  East  Angle  Bay;  ANGLESEY:  130  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  Jan.  2nd  and  150 
here  on  the  18th. 

Inland  single  birds  were:  Usk,  GWENT  on  May  2nd;  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  Apr.  15th  and 
May  1st,  two  there  on  May  19th  and  Sept.  7th,  and  singles  on  Sept.  30th  and  from  Dec.  4lh  -  16th. 
The  only  other  record  concerned  a  party  of  three,  considered  to  be  one  adult  with  two  juveniles, 
at  Crai  on  Aug.  22nd  &  25th. 

Breeding  records  were:  3  prs.  nested  at  NWR,  GWENT  with  4  or  5y  fledged;  at  Llanilid.  E. 
GLAMORGAN  with  up  to  3  pairs;  GOWER:  One  pair  bred  at  Whiteford  Point  and  one  at 
Baglan  Bay,  single  pairs  probably  bred  at  Felindre  and  Margam  Beach  and  present  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Heron's  Court  Pool,  Swansea  Vale;  PEMBROKE:  confirmed  breeding  at 
Linney  Head;  one  pair  near  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  pair  fledged 
chicks  at  Aberdyfi  dunes,  with  others  predated  here;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  5-6  breeding 
pairs  at  Maes  Mawr  and  two  pairs  present  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  May  16th,  though  no  proof  of 
breeding  here.  An  adult  with  a  chick  was  SW  of  the  boating  lake  at  Llanfairfechan  on  July  22nd; 
ANGLESEY:  No  breeding  success  from  6  nests  at  Cemlyn.  Two  nests,  believed  to  be  second 
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broods,  had  to  be  lifted  as  they  were  under  the  high  tide  mark.  The  first  nest  was  deserted  while 
the  second  nest  may  have  been  by  human  interference  as  the  3  eggs  were  taken  one  at  a  time  on 
consecutive  days.  A  pair  fledged  3  young  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP. 

DOTTEREL  Charadrius  morinellus  HUTAN  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  An  occasional  breeder,  otherwise  a  regular  but  uncommon  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 
Spring  records  were:  one  on  Pumlumon,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  27th,  6  there  on  May  15th  and  5 
on  the  25th;  4  on  Foel  Fras,  CAERNARFON  on  May  2nd  and  7  there  on  the  17th;  4  at  The 
Range,  ANGLESEY  on  May  5th. 

On  return  passage:  PEMBROKE:  a  female  at  Castle  Martin  on  Aug.  19th;  a  juvenile  on  Skomer 
on  Sept.  4th-5th  and  one  on  Ramsey  on  Oct.  5th;  6  at  Blaen  Onneu,  BRECON  on  Sept.  22nd  ;  a 
single  at  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  Sept.  15th;  CAERNARFON:  a  juvenile  on  the  Great  Orme 
on  Sept.  2nd-5lh  and  presumably  a  second  juvenile  on  Sept.  1 8th-28th,  with  two  on  Bardsey  on 
Sept.  8th;  ANGLESEY:  one  on  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  Aug.  23rd. 

2003:  There  were  13  on  Camedd  Llywelyn  CAERNARFON  and  one  on  Foel  Fras  (though 

th 

possibly  one  of  the  Carnedd  Llywelyn  birds)  on  Sep.  24  . 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  A  UR 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  found  chiefly  on  the  upland  plateaux  of  Denbigh, 
Radnor,  Ceredigion  and  Brecon. 

Monthly  max.  at  major  wintering  areas  (holding  400  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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5 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAM. 

Kenfig 

500 

800 

150 

150 

3000 

400 

500 

Sker 

1250 

370 

800 

71 

23 

400 

500 

80 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

2460 

2530 

1050 

1 

800 

2000 

1800 

CARM. 

Ginst  Point 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est. 

2664 

840 

0 

0 

559 

850 

4273 

Freshwaters 

565 

140 

0 

0 

0 

0 

120 

Teifi  estuary 

1000+ 

1000+ 

400 

CAERN. 

Morfa  Dinlle 

410 

1000 

1 

740 

60 

700 

ANGLE. 

Braint  est. 

8 

1150 

Cemlyn/Hen  Borth 

650 

456 

475 

238 

1 

185 

285 

425 

406 

Malltraeth 

1000 

2200 

400 

2 

95 

420 

1934 

Other  large  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  Gower:  910  at  Bovehill  Farm  on  Nov.  14th; 
PEMBROKE:  3500  -  4000  in  the  Sprinkle  Pill  area  on  Jan.  26th,  1200+  at  Mathry  on  Jan.  24th, 
500  at  Stack  Rocks  on  Feb.  12th.  In  the  second  winter  period  c.  500  at  Picton  Point  on  Oct.  1 7th, 
1500  at  Daucleddau  Nov.  14th  and  1300  near  Panteg  on  Nov.  1 4th;  1,000  at  Morfa  Cyd, 
CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  5th,  1,500  at  Ty  Gwyn  on  the  29th,  then  in  the  2nd  winter  period  1,900  at 
Morfa  Cyd  on  Dec.  31st  and  1,200  at  Aberaeron  on  Nov.  1st;  250  on  Epynt,  BRECON  in  early 
March,  425  on  the  Roman  Road  on  Oct.  16th,  300  on  Epynt  on  Nov.  6th  and  600  on  Llandefalle 
Hill/Mynydd  Fforest  on  Nov.  14th.  200  at  Ireland  Moor,  RADNOR  on  Sept.  19th; 

CAERNARFON:  800  in  coastal  fields  at  Traeth  Crugan  on  Dec.  13th. 

Breeding  records  or  records  indicating  possible  breeding  were:  up  to  4  pairs  at  one  site  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  GOWER:  A  pair  present  at  Bryn  Melyn  on  Apr.  20th;  in  BRECON  one  pair 
was  suspected  of  breeding  on  the  Glamorgan  border  in  the  south,  past  breeding  sites  on  the 
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Black  Mountains  and  near  Abergwesyn  were  not  visited;  a  pair  possibly  bred  at  Moel  Sych, 
MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  An  RSPB  survey  found  5-6  pairs  on  territory  in  the  Cwm 
Hesgyn/Gylchedd  area.  There  were  two  birds  on  Camedd  y  Filiast  on  May  1st; 
CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  on  the  summit  plateau  of  Foel  Fras  on  May  16  . 

AMERICAN  GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  dominica  CORGWTIAD  AV\ 

(A)  Vagrant. 

An  adult  at  Garreg  Lwyd,  CARMARTFIEN  on  May  3rd  -  4th  and  a  juv.  at  the  Alaw  estuary, 
ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  8th.  These  were  the  3rd  &  4th  records  for  Wales. 

GREY  PLOVER  Pluvialis  squatarola  CWTIAD  LL  WYD 

(C)  A  widespread  and  common  winter  visitor  to  Welsh  estuaries  and  spring  &  autumn  migrant. 
The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 

J  F  MAMJJ  AS  O  N  D 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S)  180  360  145  10  3  15  35  225  275  60 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch  Bay  60  20 

Elsewhere:  40  on  Feb.  14th  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN;  26  at  Llanrhystud, 
CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  29th  and  30  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  on  Oct.  30th;  100  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT 
on  Oct.  18th. 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

(C)  Rapidly  declining  breeder  -  almost  extinct  as  a  breeder  in  many  counties.  It  is  also  a  winter  ■ 
visitor,  principally  in  coastal  areas  and  especially  when  there  is  hard  weather  to  the  east. 

Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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GWENT 

NWR 

146 

324 

230 

11 

39 

150 

270 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

2325 

3610 

810 

10 

70 

1 100 

2960 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

2508 

877 

1 

0 

77 

904 

1092 

Freshwaters 

2884 

343 

32 

5 

0 

450 

765 

Nevem  Est. 

650 

350 

2 

57 

5 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

2770 

860 

193 

87 

958 

1170 

1324 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Broadwater 

100 

120 

620 

800 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

1500 

56 

850 

1050 

1900 

Traeth  Lafan 

345 

80 

436 

590 

630 

ANGLESEY 

Braint  Est. 

200 

170 

300 

730 

Malltraeth 

c800 

2090 

80 

790 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

32 

100 

2000 

66 

Other  large  flocks  were:  GOWER:  750  at  Bovehill  Farm  on  Jan.  2nd;  PEMBROKE:  1,000+  at  I 
Marloes  Mere  on  Dec.  28th  and  2,000+  at  Abercastle  on  Dec.  30th;  1,400  at  Morfa  Cyd, 
CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  5th  and  1,000  there  on  Nov.  27th,  1,000  on  the  Teifi  estuary  in  January  ' 
and  1,500  on  Dec.  30th,  1,000  at  Post  Bach  on  Jan.  25th;  ANGLESEY:  1,500  at  Lledwigan,  | 
Malltraeth  Marsh  on  Nov.  16th;  3,000  at  Connah’s  Quay,  FLINT  on  Jan.  7th. 


Breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT:  58+  pairs  at  12  sites,  including  20  prs.  at  NWR;  : 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  36+  pairs  at  8  sites;  GOWER:  17  pairs  were  confirmed  breeding  at  7  sites,  ' 
with  probable  breeding  at  one  other  site;  PEMBROKE:  4  pairs  bred  at  Kilpaison  and  breeding 
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was  attempted  at  Castle  Martin  Corse.  On  Ramsey  there  were  8  AOS  with  4-5  young  fledged; 
88  prs.  at  Ynyshir  reserve  /  Cors  Fochno,  CEREDIGION  and  pairs  also  nested  at  Cors  Caron 
and  Ty  Gwyn  pool;  33  pairs  were  located  at  sites  south  of  the  Epynt,  BRECON  indicating  a 
50%  reduction  in  only  six  years,  33  juveniles  were  raised  by  28  pairs  monitored;  a  further 
decline  reported  in  RADNOR;  1-2  prs.  attempted  to  breed  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  & 
Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  but  were  predated;  MEIRIONNYDD:  At  least  two  pairs 
bred  at  Penllyn  Marsh,  success  not  known.  3-4  pairs  bred  at  Sandilands  Farm  on  the  edge  of 
j  Tywyn,  success  nor  known,  and  a  pair  appeared  to  have  small  young  at  the  Broadwater  on  July 
13th.  A  bird  was  on  territory  mobbing  crows  on  the  edge  of  Gwastadros  near  Bala  on  Apr.  16lh; 
ANGLESEY:  Nine  breeding  pairs  were  recorded  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  down  from  13  last 
I  year. 

KNOT  Calidris  canutus  P1BYDD  YR  ABER 

j  (C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  of  the  major  estuaries,  notably  the  Dee,  Burry,  Traeth 
.  Lafan  and  Severn.  Relatively  scarce  on  other  estuaries.  It  is  also  an  uncommon  passage 


migrant  in  spring  &  autumn  and  it  is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly 

max. 

at  the 

main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300 

at  least  once) 

are  tabulated  as 

available. 
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GWENT 

NWR 
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1 

40  14  50  6  50 

130 

560 

480 

430 

500 

PW/SF 

30 

280  20 

8 

75 

1500 

500 

Undy  / 
Mathcm 

150 

32 

25 

66 

12 

58 

GLAM. 

Burry  (S) 

3500 

2870 

1452 

500 

65 

265 

1400 

3520 

ANGLE. 

Traeth 

Abermenai 

1010 

610 

150 

1740 

The  largest  counts  elsewhere  were  from  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  of  147  on 
Mar.  14th  and  550  on  Sept.  8th.  A  total  of  125  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between 
Aug.  14th  and  Sept.  28th;  2,000  at  Connah’s  Quay,  FLINT  on  Oct.  28th. 


SANDERLING  Calidris  alba  P1BYDD  Y  TYWOD 

(C)  A  winter  visitor,  locally  common  on  sandy  beaches  in  Flint,  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  A 
spring  &  autumn  migrant  on  the  coast.  Scarce  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available. 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J  A 

5. 

O  N  D 

GLAM. 

Kenfig  Beach 

4 

155 

13 

25 

Kenfig 

40 

43 

145 

50 

32 

rivermouth 

Sker 

95 

10 

21  2 

17 

150  18 

Blackpill 

340 

193 

104 

10 

46 

3  263 

103 

110  240  300 

Burry  (S) 

40 

160 

1 

70 

10  110 

3  40 

Jersey  M. 

177 

1 15 

Port  Talbot 

140 

12 

1 

14 

161 

89 

MEIRI. 

Morfa  Harlech 

120 

10 

2nd  &  95  on  the  27th 

Other  large 

flocks  were:  in 

E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Rhych  Point  68  on 

Feb. 

and  40  were  at  Flat  Holm 

on  Oct. 

11th; 

42  at  Blucks  Pool,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  23rd;  50  at 
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Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  May  26th,  80  at  Ynyslas  on  Aug.  13th  and  50  at  Borth  on  the 
30th;  180  at  Black  Rock  Sands  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  2nd  with  130  here  on  Jan.  26th. 

Inland  a  single  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  May  29th  and  one  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on 
Apr.  8th 


LITTLE  STINT  Ceilidhs  minuta 


PIBYDD  BACH 


(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas,  principally  in  autumn 


and  has  occasionally  wintered.  It  is  rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A 
GWENT  1  5 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

GOWER  7 

PEMBROKE  1 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON  2 

MONTGOMERY  2 

MEIRIONNYDD  1 

CAERNARFON  2  2 

ANGLESEY  1 


S  O  N  D 

5  4 

3  2  1 

2  1 

2  2 

2  4 

2  12 

8 

4  2 
1 


tB 

Inland  records  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  juv.  at  Merthyr  Mawr  Warren  on  Sept.  9  and 
another  at  Llanilid  on  the  12th;  two  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  May  19th. 

TEMMINCKS  STINT  Calidris  temminckii  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

All  record  were:  2  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  in  the  period  Apr.  26th  -  May  19th  and  singles  at 
the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  10th(first  for  that  county),  at  Conwy  RSPB, 
CAERNARFON  on  May  15th  and  at  NWR,  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  May  16th  &  Aug.  30th. 


BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER  Calidris  bairdii  PIBYDD  BAIRD 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

There  was  a  juvenile  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  20th.  The  record  is  the  first  for  the 
island.  The  bird  was  also  only  the  second  Baird’s  Sandpiper  to  be  ringed  in  the  U.K. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  Calidris  melanotos  PIBYDD  CAIN 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

Juveniles  at  NWR,  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Sept.  5th  and  at  Morfa  Madryn,  CAERNARFON  Oct. 

i  -7th 
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'  CURLEW  SANDPIPER  Calidris  ferruginea  P1BYDD  CAMBIG 

I  (B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  recorded  in  every  month  hut  principally  in 


autumn,  relatively  numerous  in  some  years.  Rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

April  May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT  2  1  1  1 

1 

22 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

2 

GOWER  1 

1 

4 

PEMBROKE 

4 

5 

CEREDIGION 

1 

9 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD  2 

5 

2 

CAERNARFON 

7 

20 

ANGLESEY 

6 

31 

3 

FLINT 

4 

3 

2 

Influx  of  at  least  20  juveniles  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  Sept.  3rd 

12th. 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  Calidris  maritima 

PIBYDD  DU 

(C)  A  fairly  common  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  coastal 

areas  with 

rocky  shorelines. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10 

at  least  once) 

are  tabulated  as 

available: 

J  F  M  A 

M 

S 

O  N  D 

GLAMORGAN  Port  Eynon  32  11  4 

15 

CAERNARFON  Bardsey  31  60  60  70 

1 1 

3 

35 

ANGLESEY  Trearddur  Bay  21  15 

18 

Other  counts  of  10  or  more  were:  up  to  12  at  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  in  both  winter 
periods;  10  between  Aberffraw  and  Porth  Cwyfan,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  24th. 

I  DUNLIN  Calidris  alpina  PIBYDD  Y  MAWN 

(C)  A  scarce  and  local  breeder,  restricted  to  a  few  poorly  drained  upland  moors  with  scattered 


pools.  An  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1,000  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

1500 

800 

40 

56 

1250 

70 

467 

530 

1000 

384 

760 

500 

Undy 

650 

1600 

300 

150 

120 

500 

1600 

4500 

PW 

640 

3500 

500 

158 

100 

15 

38 

440 

250 

3000 

400 

GLAM. 

Rhymney 

Est 

1100 

630 

120 

20 

300 

10 

50 

100 

500 

1000 

Rumney 

Gt  Wharf 

1781 

3 

630 

70 

70 

1450 

Burry  (S) 

10050 

8020 

3140 

240 

3 

280 

545 

3000 

3900 

1560 

10100 

6960 

Blackpill 

1804 

1540 

2130 

454 

734 

14 

90 

275 

285 

410 

1360 

1850 

PEMB. 
Cleddau  E 
CAERN. 

1371 

2688 

12 

20 

52 

300 

3422 

4251 

T.  Lafan 

1403 

1440 

9 

5 

603 

36 

131 

2154 

3874 

Large  flocks  elsewhere  were:  3,000  at  Cardiff  Heliport,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  4th  and 
1,000  there  on  Nov.  27th;  1,170  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  15th.  A  total  of  234 
passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  29  dates  from  Aug.  15th  to  Oct.  25th.  10,000  were 
estimated  at  Connah’s  Quay,  FLINT  on  Dec.  30th. 


324 


Inland  records  were  two  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GOWER  on  Apr.  27th-28lh  with  5  here  on 
Aug.  6th;  one  at  Trawsfynydd  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  11th.  Up  to  five  birds  reported  at 
Llangorse,  BRECON  on  eight  dates  between  Mar.  14th  and  May  19th.  Birds  were  heard  calling 
in  fog  at  Scethrog  on  May  2nd  when  six  were  seen  at  Llangorse.  Autumn  records  at  Llangorse 
fell  between  July  12th  and  Sept.  22nd,  max.  4  juveniles  on  Aug.  22nd.  Singles  were  also  noted 
on  the  Carmarthen  border  at  the  Usk  on  24th  and  at  Brechfa  on  July  27th.  Finally,  two  birds 
were  at  Llangorse  from  Oct.  28th  -  Nov.  2nd. 


Possible  breeding  records  were:  a  single  in  the  Gamlydan  Res.  area,  GWENT  in  May;  in 
BRECON  breeding  was  suspected  at  a  site  in  the  south  of  the  county,  probably  only  a  single 
pair  being  present;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  pair  may  have  bred  on  the  Gylchedd,  with  birds 
present  in  May  and  June;  CAERNARFON:  A  pair  were  trilling  and  displaying  at  Morfa 
Madryn  on  May  15th  and  June  18th. 


RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  principally  in  autumn.  Occasionally 


winters. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


J  F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

GWENT 

1 

1 

NWR 

3 

1 

1 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

3 

CEREDIGION 

2  1 

1 

1 

1 

BRECON 

1 

6 

MONTGOMERY 

12* 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

FLINT 

3 

*  at  William  Condry  Reserve 

on  Mar.  19th. 

J  A  S  O 

1 

3  12 

1 

3  1 

5  4  1 

1  1 

7 

4  3 

3  1  1 

4  1  3 


N  D 


? 


2  1 


Inland  in  BRECON:  a  single  was  at  Llangorse  Apr.  18th  -  22nd  and  a  male  with  developed  ruff 

tB 

and  wattles  was  watched  displaying  to  five  reeves  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  May  15  .  In  autumn 
singles  at  Llangorse  were  on  Aug.  22nd  &  Sept.  22nd. 


JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Birds  were  recorded  until  Apr.  6th  and  from  Oct.  17th. 


GWENT 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


J  F  M  A 

1 

3  8  4  3 

111  1 

2  3 

1 

3  2  4 

6 


S  O 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1+  2+ 


N 

5 

1 

2 

1  + 


D 

2 

1 


7  11  2 

7  8  3 
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it  There  were  many  reports  from  E.  GLAMORGAN,  the  largest  counts  were  of  5  at  Merthyr 
t  Vlawr  Warren  on  Mar.  2nd  and  at  Lamby  Way  Reen  on  Dec.  20th.  A  late  individual  was 
!  I  recorded  at  Llanilid  on  May  1st. 

i  SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

if (C)  A  widespread  breeding  bird,  nesting  in  all  counties  but  in  small  and  declining  numbers. 


Substantial  numbers  in  winter. 

'  Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

5 

O 

N. 

D 

3WENT 

NWR 

4 

10 

16 

20 

3 

1 

38 

15 

Llanwem 

2 

147 

16 

PEMBROKE 

Nevem  Est. 

59 

27 

8 

5 

53 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

4 

1 

15 

16 

80 

Traeth  Lafan 

26 

10 

1 

8 

22 

5 

72 

84 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

79 

80 

570 

74 

7 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

126 

55 

85 

1 

Valley  Wetlands 

56 

24 

0 

3 

79 

51 

126 

Other  large  counts  were:  GOWER:  91  at  Morfa  Mawr,  Upper  Loughor  on  Jan.  24th  and  46  at 
Penllergaer  on  16th  Feb,  an  exceptional  366  in  a  clear-felled  area  above  Abercreggan  on  Oct. 
31st  and  and  336  there  on  Nov.  14th,  43  at  Gwynfaen,  Upper  Loughor  on  Nov.  23rd;  57  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  26th,  44  at  Morfa  Cyd  on  Feb.  28th  and  35  at  Cors  Caron  on 
Aug.  10th;  CAERNARFON:  60  at  Cors  Geirch  central  on  Jan.  13th;  ANGLESEY:  50  at  Traeth 
Dulas  on  Jan.  1st  and  18th,  400  in  the  marsh  below  Ty  Mawr  Llan  (N  of  A55  near  Malltraeth 
Marsh)  on  Nov.  16th. 

Breeding  records  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Gam  Lakes,  Waunavon  Bog,  Garnlydan  and  3  at  NWR; 
a  single  at  Rhaslas  Pond,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  May  26th  was  making  a  ‘chipper’  call  and 
suspected  of  nesting;  GOWER:  Probably  bred  at  Mynydd  Uchaf  and  Pen-Rhiw  and  recorded  in 
the  breeding  season  at  3  other  sites;  38  drumming  birds  were  located  in  BRECON  but  the  main 
breeding  areas  on  Mynydd  Epynt  were  not  fully  surveyed;  16  drummers  at  the  William  Condry 
Reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  partial  territory  was  found  at  Foel  Boeth 
on  the  Migneint;  CAERNARFON:  Breeding  was  recorded  at  Cors  Gyfelog,  with  a  nest 
containing  two  eggs  on  June  18th,  one  was  drumming  at  Cae'r  Gof,  Rhiwlas  on  March  26th,  one 
drumming  at  Carreg  y  Gath,  Rhiwlas  on  Apr.  10th  and  two  males  were  drumming  and  calling 
on  Gwaun  Gynfi  on  March  19th;  ANGLESEY:  One  pair  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  the  first 
breeding  record  here  since  1997. 

I  WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

(C)  A  regular  breeder  in  small  numbers  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke  &  Anglesey.  It  is 
widespread  and  common  /  abundant  in  winter. 

All  records  of  roding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding  status  of  this 

1  species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  in  GWENT:  one  roding  at  Mynydd  Ddu,  2y  at 
Cleddon  on  June  12th,  a  total  of  17  roding  at  Wentwood  and  5  in  the  Trelleck  area;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  the  only  roding  record  was  one  at  Wern  Ddu  on  May  12th  but  summer  records 
included  singles  at  St  Gwynno  Forest  on  May  8th  &  at  Wern  Ddu  on  the  23rd  and  3  were  at 
Ty’n-y-coed  on  the  22nd;  two  roding  males  were  noted  in  Talybont  Forest,  BRECON;  one  was 
roding  at  SH745585  in  Gwydyr  Forest,  CAERNARFON  on  June  13th. 
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Maximum  passage  and  wintering  counts  were:  GOWER:  30  counted  flying  out  of  woodland  at 
Mynydd  Uchaf  on  Feb.  14th;  PEMBROKE:  4  at  Pwllcrochan  on  Jan. 25th  and  5  on  Skomer  on 
Oct.  29th;  30  in  woods  around  Aberedw,  RADNOR  on  Nov.  8th;  ANGLESEY:  4  at  Y  Bone, 
Brynteg  on  Jan.  25th  with  5  here  on  Oct.  31st 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

(C)  A  common  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant;  it  is  common  to  abundant  and  increasing 
in  winter  on  the  Dee. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  50  or  more  at  least  once)  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

281 

160 

80 

53 

15 

19 

150 

281 

197 

383 

19 

PW/SF 

150 

260 

185 

210 

2 

1 

6 

11 

2 

95 

320 

8 

GLAM. 
Rhymney  Est 

208 

95 

7 

1 

17 

155 

183 

25 

Cardiff  heE 

150 

19 

Burry  (S) 

100 

80 

170 

110 

175 

210 

190 

350 

385 

22| 

PEMB. 

PembrokeMP 

CAERN. 

45 

45 

168 

5 

1 

1 1 

17 

1 

5 

Aber  Ogwen 
ANGLE. 

40 

71 

27 

1 

Malltraeth 

92 

116 

90 

80 

3 

18 

77 

52 

14 

5 

Malltraeth 

RSPB 

30 

9 

1 

4 

68 

3 

Other  large  counts  were:  104  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Aug.  27th, 
70+  feeding  at  Gogarth,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Sept.  4th  and  23rd;  in  FLINT  220  at  Point  of  Air 
on  Jan.  15th,  400  at  Flint  Castle  on  the  15th,  100  at  Gronant  on  Mar.  7th,  200  at  Flint  Docks  on 
Oct.  26th,  500  at  Talacre  Farm,  The  Warren  on  Nov.  1 1th  and  4,000  at  Flint  Castle  on  the  28th. 

Inland  in  BRECON:  a  male  islandica  race  in  summer  plumage  was  seen  at  Llangorse  on  May 
21st.  Five  birds  also  in  summer  plumage  were  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  July  2nd,  with  one  remaining 
until  the  5th,  with  two  of  the  departing  birds  were  noted  at  Llangorse  on  the  4th.  Five  birds  were 
at  Llangorse  on  Aug.  14th  with  one  remaining  the  next  day. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

(C)  A  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  more  numerous  in  autumn  than  spring.  It  is 
rare  away  from  the  coasts  but  has  been  recorded  in  all  inland  counties. 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding 
counts  of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

X 

O 

N 

D 

GLAM. 

Burry  (S) 

40 

165 

2 

30 

60 

360 

25 

25 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est. 
CAERN. 

71 

23 

0 

2 

12 

3 

0 

Foryd  Bay 

88 

52 

50 

3 

2 

2 

6 

A  total  of  52  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  17th  and  Oct.  5lh. 
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1C, 


ij  WHIM  BREL  Nwnenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINJR 

i|  C)  Locallv  common  in  coastal  counties  on  spring  and  autumn  passage,  scarce  inland,  small 
.  lumbers  occasionally  over-winter.  The  spring  passage  predominates.  Has  bred  in  1999  &  2000. 
The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least  once)  are  tabulated. 


Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

GWENT  NWR 

70 

70 

5 

4 

8 

6 

Peterstone  Wentloog 

62 

105 

2 

10 

9 

2 

GLAM.  Sker  Point 

29 

65 

1 

Burry  (S) 

30 

185 

65 

115 

55 

D  Dther  large  counts  were:  58  at  Rest  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  May  3rd;  PEMBROKE:  60+  at 
Bendre  Farm  on  May  3rd;  31  at  Aberleri,  CEREDIGION  on  May  3rd.  A  total  of  159  passed 
Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  34  dates  from  July  13th  to  Sept.  22nd,  max  19  on  Aug.  28th. 


M  Wintering  records  were:  one  at  Rhymney  Est.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  12th;  one  flew  down 
:he  coast,  calling,  at  the  Broadwater  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  22nd;  two  resident  birds  were 
”  recorded  sporadically  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  during  the  winter  months,  though  three 
51  were  seen  on  Feb.  19  and  March  19  . 


15 

57 

1(1 


) 


Inland  records  were:  up  to  11  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  between  Apr.  22nd  and  May  2nd;  in 
BRECON:  at  Llangorse,  4  on  Apr.  22nd  and  singles  on  May  2nd  &  4th.  5  birds  were  grounded 
by  fog  at  Scethrog  in  the  Usk  valley  on  May  2nd.  One  was  calling  as  it  flew  over  Waun  Fach, 

'  tE  .  fh  . 

Black  Mountains  at  night  on  July  5  and  a  single  at  Llangorse  on  Aug.  12  ;  7  at  Llyn  Traffwll 
ANGLESEY  on  15th  Apr.  15th  and  one  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Apr.  17th  with  2  here  on  May  2nd. 


r  CURLEW  Nwnenius  arquata  GYLFINIR 

1  S' 

(C)  A  fairly  common  and  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species  throughout  most  of  Wales 
but  local  in  Pembroke  and  the  coastal  fringe  of  south  Wales.  It  is  an  abundant  winter  visitor  to 
coastal  areas,  where  small  numbers  are  present  all  year  round.  Vety  small  numbers  winter 
inland. 


Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated. 


J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Undy 

560 

450 

400  231 

100 

130 

206 

550 

470 

554 

399 

Peterstone  W 

361 

261 

79  300 

12 
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100 

23 

207 

570 

126 

160 

NWR 

240 

97 

278  64 

4 

48 

81 

150 

250 

493 

129 

215 

GLAM. 

Burry  (S) 

475 

1005 

850  265 

15 

200 

635 

1780 

1955 

1175 

1105 

565 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  Est. 
CERE. 

697 

744 

98 

382 

1918 

610 

685 

628 

877 

Dyfi  Est. 
CAERN. 

706 

985 

709  26 

23 

58 

37 

433 

574 

699 

295 

530 

Traeth  Lafan 

1130 

987 

461 

563 

1350 

2144 

2386 

770 

898 

739 

Breeding  records  were:  in  GWENT:  at  8  sites;  GOWER:  A  pair  probably  bred  at  Mynydd 
Uchaf;  PEMBROKE:  5  pairs  nested  on  Skomer,  three  of  which  fledged  at  least  one  chick  each. 
This  is  the  first  year  since  1998  that  fledging  has  been  confirmed.  The  first  chicks  were  noted 
on  May  18th,  first  fledgling  on  June  22nd;  bred  at  12  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  27  pairs  were 
located  in  BRECON  with  the  most  important  site  being  Epynt,  where  6  pairs  were  found.  Eggs 
or  young  were  confirmed  only  on  territories  at  Llanafan,  Talgarth  and  Roman  Road.  Trecastle; 
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6  prs.  bred  at  Cwm  Nant  yr  Eira,  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  6-7  pairs  bred  01 
Llanycil  Common  and  birds  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Trawscoed  am 
Trawsfynydd;  CAERNARFON:  A  bird  was  on  territory  near  Llanfairfechan  on  Apr.  1 1th,  ant 
one  was  heard  calling  above  Blaenau  Cottage  here  in  April  and  May;  ANGLESEY:  A  pair  witl 
three  chicks  were  seen  at  Gors  Goch  on  8th  June  8th.  Two  pairs  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  are  no 
thought  to  have  bred  successfully. 


SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus  P1B  YDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  counties  chiefly  in  autumn.  Smal 
numbers  over-winter  on  the  Dee,  Burry  and  Cleddau.  Rare  inland. 

Winter  records  were:  one  on  the  Usk,  GWENT  Jan.  15th,  Feb.  4th  &  Mar.  15lh;  a  single  a 
Cardiff  Bay  Wetland  Reserve,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  2nd;  GOWER:  A  single  at  Penclawdd 
Burry  Inlet  on  5  dates  between  Jan.  1st  and  March  1st;  PEMBROKE:  one  at  Sandy  Haven  oi , 
Jan.  2nd,  2  at  Landshipping  on  Feb.  21st  and  23rd-24th,  and  in  the  second  winter  period  one  a 
Landshipping  Dec.  9th  with  3  here  on  Dec.  7th  and  14th,  singles  at  Castle  Pill  on  Dec,  3rd  am 
31st,  at  Sprinkle  Pill  on  Dec.  17th  and  at  Sandy  Haven  on  Dec.  30th;  CAERNARFON:  one  oi 
the  pool  at  Foryd  foreshore  on  Jan.  18th;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Malltraeth  from  2nd  Jan.  2nd  to  6l 
Mar.  6th,  one  on  the  Braint  estuary  on  Jan.  25th  -  31st  and  Feb.  29th  and  one  at  Aber  Lleiniog  oi 
Jan.  30th.  There  was  again  a  wintering  bird  at  Malltraeth  on  Dec.  1st  -  31st;  one  at  Connalr 
Quay,  FLINT  on  Feb.  6th.  County  summaries: 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT 


J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A 

11111  2  1 
1 

111  12 
1  2 


1  1 

3  2  1 

1 


5  O  N  D 

1  1 

1  6 
1 

1  12  7 


4  2 

1  1 

2 


Inland:  a  juv  was  briefly  at  Llanilid  Opencast,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  2nd;  an  adult  a 
Brechfa  Pool,  BRECON  on  July  4th. 


REDSHANK  Tringa  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  confined  chiefly  to  salt-marshes  but  with  a  fe\ 
pairs  inland.  Abundant  wintering  population. 


Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  a 


least  once)  as  available  were: 

J  F  M 
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J 

A 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW 

360 

166  240 

120 

8  4 

222 

149 

120 

90 

317 

34 

GLAM 

Rhymney 

820 

820  880 

190 

1 

470 

300 

750 

950 

500 

i  o' 

Est. 

Burry  (S) 

320 

415  345 

65 

1 

34 

101 

215 

610 

255 

33 

PEMB 

Cleddau  Est. 

649 

695  393 

33 

501 

391 

335 

470 

63 

CAERN 

Foryd  Bay 

280 

235  260 

3 

13 

104 

170 

330 

486 

290 

2  i 

Traeth 

Lafan 

654 

953  666 

30 

25 

361 

548 

1504 

1947 

12. 

329 


^Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  in  GWENT:  at  least  6y  fledged  at  NWR,  8 
^territories  at  St.  Brides  and  one  at  Porton;  GOWER:  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Leason 
md  Pill,  Llanrhidian  Marsh  and  Crumlyn  Burrows;  50  prs.  in  total  at  Ynyshir,  Dyfi  Marshes  and 
itljcors  Fochno,  CEREDIFION;  6  prs.  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY. 

loj 

GREENSHANK  Tringa  nebularia  PJBYDD  COESWYRDD 

VC)  Locally  common  in  coastal  areas  on  passage,  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small  numbers  over-winter 
j  \on  Anglesey,  Caernarfon,  Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  It  is  uncommon  inland. 

^Approximate  county  monthly  totals  were: 
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1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

JU, 
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5 

3 

1 

4 

10 

13 

6 

on 

GLAMORGAN 

6 

3 

2 

13 

1 

3 

at 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

19 

9 

1 

1 

1 

od 

-EMBROKE 

22 

20 

17 

2 

2 

3 

49 

76 

12 

14 

24 

Cleddau  Est. 

21 

20 

16 

26 

26 

10 

13 

23 

an 

Pembroke  MP 

2 

1 

14 

42 

6' 

BRECON 

1 

2 

6 

on 

4E1RIONNYDD 

1 

1 

10 

2 

\ 

:aernarfon 

17 

17 

18 

6 

2 

1 

18 

52 

30 

17 

18 

17 

Foryd  Bay 
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7 

6 

4 

10 

32 

19 

5 

9 

8 

ANGLESEY 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

9 

21 

22 

5 

2 

9 

’LINT 

4 

17 

4 

3 

1 1  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  4th. 


Other  winter  records  were:  GOWER:  Singles  wintering  in  the  Burry  Inlet  from  Jan.  2nd  to 
March  7  at  Llanrhidian  and  Penclawdd,  with  singles  again  recorded  between  Llanrhidian  and 
Penclawdd  up  to  Dec.  10th;  PEMBROKE:  one  on  the  Teifi  estuary  on  Jan.  6th  with  one  here  on 
Dec.  19lh;  one  over  wintered  2003-4  on  the  Dyfi  estuary,  CEREDIGION;  CAERNARFON:  up 
to  9  at  Aber  Ogwen  in  both  winter  periods  and  one  in  Pwllheli  harbour  in  Jan.  with  two  here  in 
Feb.;  ANGLESEY:  a  single  at  Cemlyn  in  Jan.  and  Feb.,  one  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  in  Jan.  and 
one  at  Malltraeth  in  Feb.,  one  past  Point  Lynas  on  25th  Jan..  In  the  second  winter  period  a  max 
7 of  4  at  the  Alaw  estuary  in  Dec.  with  2  at  Malltraeth  and  a  singles  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and 
Cemlyn,  one  at  Foel  on  6  Dec. 

1  Inland:  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN:  there  were  2  on  Apr.  25th,  a  single  on  May  19th  &  3  on 
i'  21st.  In  Aug  there  was  a  single  juv  on  the  4th,  2  on  6th,  4  ad  &  2  juvs  on  1 1th,  a  single  on  16lh  & 
21st;  one  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  25th  then  up  to  2  during  autumn  passage,  July 
a!  24th  -  Aug.  15th;  BRECON:  one  at  Llangorse  on  Apr.  21st,  2  at  Usk  on  July  31st,  2  at  Brechfa 
Aug.  4th  -  8lh  and  1  there  on  Aug.  21st  -  28th,  and  single  birds  were  present  at  Llangorse  on 
Aug.  3ld  and  25th,  with  3  on  14th;  on  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Llanfachraeth  on  July  9lh,  one  at  Llyn 
Coron  on  Aug.  1st  and  8  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Sept.  1 8th. 

LESSER  YELLOWLEGS  Tringa  flavipes  MEL  YNGOES  BACH 

.  (A)  A  vagrant. 

A  single  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  from  2003  was  also  seen  on  Feb.  15th  &  Apr.  1 1th. 

1  2003  additional  record  a  juvenile,  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  Oct.  10lh  to  at  least  Nov.  9th. 
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GREEN  SANDPIPER  Tringa  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 


(C)  A  regular  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  all  counties. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 
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10 
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7 
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3 

3 

4 

3 

8 

4 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

9 

3 

2 

6 

14+ 

8 

2 

4 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

1  + 

1  + 

1+ 

1 

2 

BRECON 

1 

3 

2 

4+ 

4+ 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2  2 

1 

ANGLESEY 

8 

15 

4 

FLINT 

1 

3 

1 

1 

14 

1 

1 

The  largest  counts  were  of  18  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  end  of  July  -  August  and  9  at 
Dolydd Wren,  MONTGOMERY  on  Aug.  1 7th. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  Tringa  glareola  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

(B)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  recorded  in  every ;  county,  principally  in  the  autumn  but  with  c 
scattering  of  spring  records. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GWENT:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  July  8  -  12  and  a 
NWR  there  were  up  to  3  Aug.  4th  -  8th,  10  on  the  9th,  12  on  the  10th,  1 1  on  the  1 1th,  8  on  the  12l 
and  3  on  the  24Ih;  a  juvenile  at  Broad  Pool,  GOWER  and  a  nearby  pond  on  Aug.  1st-  12th;  at  the 
Nevem  Estuary,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  1 1th;  2  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  Apr.  26th  -  May  3rd 
one  at  Ty  Gwyn  Pool  on  May  20th  and  in  autumn  singles  at  Cors  Caron  Aug.  8th  -  16th  and  a 
Ynyshir  on  Aug.  16th;  one  at  Brechfa  Pool,  BRECON  on  the  Aug.  1st  until  at  least  the  4th  am 
one  at  Llangorse  on  Aug.  14  was  possibly  the  same  bird;:  at  the  Glaslyn  Pools,  Porthmadog 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  9th  (was  only  the  third  record  here  since  1898);  at  Llyn  Llywenan 
ANGLESEY  from  Aug.  4th  to  1 0th. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y DORLAN  > 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  that  breeds  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  albeit  sporadically  oi 
Anglesey  and  Flint.  Very  small  numbers  over-winter. 

Records  of  wintering  birds  were:  at  Lamby  /  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  ii 
February  and  November  &  December;  GOWER:  One  in  the  Burry  Inlet  at  Penclawdd  from  Jai 
1st  to  March  14th,  one  at  Swansea  Vale  on  Jan.  1st,  two  at  Neath  River,  Cadoxton  Marsh  on  Feb 
4th  and  wintering  also  on  the  tidal  River  Afan  from  January  to  March,  max  2  on  Feb.  2Vl.  In  th< 
second  winter  period  one  in  the  Burry  Inlet  at  Penclawdd  from  Oct.  28th  to  Dec.  21st,  3  on  th< 
tidal  River  Afan  on  Oct.  16  with  2  here  in  November  &  December  and  2  at  Neath  Abbe] 
Marsh  on  Dec.  10th;  PEMBROKE:  2  at  Minwear  on  Jan.  2nd,  one  at  Blackpool  Mill  on  Feb 
24th,  singles  at  Fishguard  Harbour  and  Skomer  on  Mar.  14th.  In  the  second  winter  period  then 
were  singles  at  Minwear  on  Dec.  8  and  Cresswell  Quay  on  Dec. 27  ;  CAERNARFON:  one  o? 
Afon  Conwy  at  Tal-y-Cafn  on  Jan.  17th  and  Feb. 22nd  and  in  the  second  winter  period  again  ; 
bird  here  on  Nov. 22nd  and  Dec.  27Ih 

Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete.  In  GWENT  10  along  the  R.  Monnow,  a  pai 
with  a  chick  at  Llanllowell,  a  pair  with  4y  at  Abergavenny,  a  nest  with  3  eggs  at  Gobion,  i 
territories  at  Ebbw  above  Newbridge,  3  pairs  between  Llanover  and  Gobion  and  one  displayinj 
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it  Dunlop  Simplex  Pool.  Breeding  was  suspected  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  with  a  pair 
lolding  territory  until  mid  June  but  no  young  were  seen;  GOWER:  bred  at  New  Pond, 
Jangyfelach  and  at  Felindre  Former  Tinplate  Works,  where  3  juveniles  were  seen,  with  birds 
)resent  in  the  breeding  season  at  two  other  sites;  ten  territories  were  mapped  along  the  Usk 
between  Pencelli  and  Talybont,  BRECON  with  3-4  pairs  successfully  raising  young.  Of  five 
tairs  on  the  Wye  between  Pipton  and  Ffordd  Fawr  only  two  pairs  succeeded,  fledging  3  young. 
3reeding  was  also  confirmed  at  Builth,  Island  Fields,  Flay,  Talybont,  Crai  Reservoir  and  Blaen 
Jia;  2-3  prs.  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  and  8  prs.  at  the  William  Condry 
Reserve;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Birds  at  probable  breeding  sites  were  two  at  Llyn  Cwmystradllyn 
>n  May  2nd  and  6  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  May  13th;  CAERNARFON:  Birds  were  recorded  in 
he  breeding  season  at  six  sites. 


tE  •  tu 

Passage  was  recorded  from  March  9  and  until  Oct.  25  .  Passage  max.:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
18  at  Portobello  on  July  11th  and  26  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  July  13th;  GOWER:  14  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Reservoir  on  Apr.  17th  with  13  here  on  the  27th,  and  on  return  passage  25  at  the  Burry 

Itnlet  South  in  July,  24  at  Berthlwyd/South  of  Loughor  Bridge  on  July  5th  and  a  max  of  15  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir  on  July  29th;  PEMBROKE:  up  to  9  at  the  Nevern  estuary  in  May 
ind  on  return  passage  8  on  W.  Cleddau  and  up  to  10  at  the  Nevern  estuary  in  August;  20  at 
Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  12th;  CAERNARFON:  8  at  the  base  of  the  Little  Orme  on 
;  4pr.  28th;  ANGLESEY:  7  in  Holyhead  harbour  on  Apr.  24th 

it 


TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

(C)  An  abundant  wader  on  the  coast ,  a  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  but  most 
numerous  and  widespread  in  winter.  A  few  non-breeding  birds  are  present  throughout  the 
..  summer.  It  is  rare  inland. 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  below  as  available. 
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26 
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62 

42 
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35 
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Burry  (S) 
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335 
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370 

Blackpill 

6 
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53 
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128 

158 

1  SwanseaDocks 

160 

92 

40 

43 

^  P. Talbot  Harb 

Pembroke 

24 

15 

13 

1 

28 

56 

22 

16 

6 

Cleddau  Est. 

77 

82 

21 

0 

1 

124 

76 

)  CAERNARFON 

i.  Bardsey 

31 

69 

39 

45 

18 

13 

16 

61 

61 

100 

Foryd  Bay 

48 

97 

130 

6 

134 

110 

44 

185 

170 

Traeth  Lafan 

48 

39 

43 

28 

35 

19 

144 

113 

Other  counts 

of  50 

or  more 

were: 

in  CEREDIGION: 

79  at  Aberaeron  on 

Jan. 

11th,  70 

'  Llanrhystud  on  Aug.  29th  and  71  at  Llansantffraed  on  Oct.  8th;  CAERNARFON:  76  at  Penrhyn 
Bay  on  Nov.  26th,  65  at  Aberdesach  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  60  on  Bardsey  on  16th  Aug.  200  at  Rhos- 
on-Sea,  DENBIGH  on  Mar.  24th. 

J  A  total  of  65  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  16  dates  between  Aug.  1 1th  and  Oct.  19th. 

'  Inland  records  included:  8  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  12th;  singles  at  Cors  Caron, 
■  CEREDIGION  May  12th  -  13th,  and  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  May  1st. 
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RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobcitus 
(A)  A  rare  and  sporadic  visitor,  March  -  December. 


LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCm 


A  juvenile  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  Sept.  12th  -  16th. 


k 

I 


GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius  LL YDANDROED  LL  WYD 

(B)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  passage  migrant,  predominantly  to  coastal  areas  and  in  the  |i 
period  September  -  October. 

All  records  were:  a  single  at  Porthcawl  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  14th;  a  juvenile  at  in 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir,  GOWER  Aug.  19th-26th;  only  one  was  recorded  off  Strumble  Head.tlf 
PEMBROKE,  on  Sept.  22nd;  singles  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  14th 


-15th  &  29th  and  : 


one  off  New  Quay  Head  on  Oct.  2n  ;  one  was  found  recently  dead  on  Llanbedrog  beach. 


CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  5th  and  there  was  a  1st  W  bird  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  23rd;  one  at' 
Rhosneigr,  ANGLESEY  on  Feb.  4th  and  one  flew  E  past  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  24th. 


POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  SGIWEN  FRECH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  and  increasing  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  particularly  in  autumn. 
Spring  records  comprised  the  following,  all  singles  unless  stated:  10  off  Goldcliff  Point. 
GWENT  ON  Apr.  5lh;  5  at  Berges  Island,  Whiteford,  GOWER  on  May  5th,  4  south  of  Mumbles 
Head  &  at  Port  Eynon  Point  and  6  off  the  River  Loughor  breakwater  all  on  the  6th,  one  of! 
Blackpill  on  the  8th  and  2  on  the  9th.  In  PEMBROKE  at  Newgale  on  May  6lh,  off  Skokholm  & 


off  Grassholm  both  May  9th,  at  Strumble  Head  on  May  12th.  In  CAERNARFON,  off  Borth  > 
Gest  on  Mar.  21bt,  30  off  Criccieth  on  May  4th  and  one  off  Bardsey  on  Apr.  28th  with  4  here  on 


May  6th.  Off  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  with  5  on  May  5m,  10  on  the  6tn,  3  on  the  8m  and  two  on 


th 


-th 


>th 


19 


th 


A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon  Point 

1 

PEMBROKE 

Strumble  Head 

10 

25 

20 

CAERNARFON 

Little  Orme 

3 

2 

Dinas  Dinlle 

2 

Bardsey 

1 

1 

2 

ANGLESEY 

Point  Lynas 

3 

5 

Porth  Ysgaden 

1 

Cemlyn 

1 

Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

2 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

1 
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RCTIC  SKUA  5.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

1)  Passage  bird  off  coastal  counties;  scarce  in  spring,  more  numerous  in  autumn,  numbers 
’corded  probably  being  closely  correlated  with  the  intensity  of  effort  in  sea-watching. 
pring  records  included:  in  GWENT  one  off  Goldcliff  Point  on  Apr.  4lh,  9  on  May  4,h  and  7  on 
te  5th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  dark  phase  ad  Pew  up  channel  at  Sker  Point  on  Apr.  22nd  and 
as  seen  10  mins  later  at  Locks  Common  and  a  dark  phase  adult  went  down  channel  at 
orthcawl  on  June  23ld;  a  total  of  9  off  the  GOWER  coast,  Apr.  2nd  -  June  27th;  a  2nd  summer 
ird  was  seen  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  June  10th;  2  off  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on 
pr.  22nd  &  2  on  May  3ld  and  one  off  Aberystwyth  on  May  2nd;  a  single  at  Aberdysynni, 
IEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.  24th;  in  CAERNARFON,  there  was  one  off  Dinas  Dinlle  on  Apr. 
1th,  three  birds  at  Black  Rock  Sands  on  May  2nd  were  heading  inland,  with  5  at  Criccieth  on 


lay  4th  and  two  off  Conwy  Morfa  on  May  9in.  Off  The  Range,  ANGLESEY:  singles  Apr.  29 
:  May  3rd,  7  on  May  5th,  10  on  the  6th,  5  on  the  8lh  and  singles  on  May  16th  &  20th. 

,  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 


\th 


th 


E.  GLAMORGAN 


GOWER 

1 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 


MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


Porthcawl 
Cardiff  Heliport 
Kenfig 
Lavemock  Point 
Port  Eynon  Point 
Mumble  /  Swansea  Bay 
Strumble  Head 
Elsewhere 
Mwnt 
Aberaeron 
New  Quay  Head 
Elsewhere 
Aberdysynni 
Little  Orme 
Dinas  Dinlle 
Point  Lynas 
Porth  Ysgaden 
The  Range 
Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 
Fedw  Fawr 
Penmon  Point 
Penrhyn  Colmon 


July 


Aug. 


143 

3 
8 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

51 

2 

3 


Sept. 


10 


32 

3 

141 

8 

3 

6 

11 

1 

5 

5 

3 

41 

10 

2 

5 

21 

3 


Oct. 


Nov. 


1 

2 

1 

26 


26 


2 

1 
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Autumn  passage  comprised  the  following  records:  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  where  the 
first  was  logged  on  July  25th  and  the  last  was  of  2  on  Oct.  25th.  Max  30  on  Aug.  30th,  the  largest 
passage  recorded  since  1997.  Highest  daily  counts  were:  20  off  the  Little  Orme. 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  30th;  10  off  Fedw  Fawr,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  13th;  and  from  Point 
Lynas,  13  on  Aug.  28th  and  10  on  Sept.  15th. 


Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  started  on  Aug.  2V\  with  seven  records  of  up  tc 
five  birds  in  August,  then  almost  daily  records  of  up  to  13  from  Sept.  8th  to  29th,  and  records  o: 
up  to  four  birds  on  nine  dates  to  Oct.  16th.  3  off  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  Sept.  2nd  and  a  single  or 
the  9th. 


2  off  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  1 1th  included  a  white  wing-tagged  individual  and  2  othei 
similarly  tagged  birds  were  seen  at  Strumble  Head  on  Aug.  26th  and  Sept.  16th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus  SGIWEN  LOSTFAIN  '■ 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  recorded  chiefly  along  the  western  seaboard  during  westerly  gales,  i 
spring  records  are  very  infrequent. 

All  spring  records  were:  an  adult  flew  into  the  Dyfi  estuary  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  May' 
3rd,  two  adults  with  full  tail  streamers  flew  along  Black  Rock  Sands  towards  Borth-y-Gest,| 
CAERNARFON  on  May  2nd.  One  passed  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  May  20th. 

All  autumn  records  were:  a  juvenile  off  Goldcliff  Point,  GWENT  on  Sept.  14th;  from  Strumble 
Head,  PEMBROKE,  where  only  juveniles  were  recorded,  singles  Aug.  20  &  27  with  5  on 
30th.  In  September  singles  on  8th,  21st,  22nd  &  30th  with  2  each  on  Oct.  6th  &  14th.  A  juvenile 
was  seen  off  Morfa  Bychan,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  29th.  A  juvenile  flew  south  past  , 
Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Aug.  19th.  Two  immatures  passed  Bardsey,! 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  30th,  an  adult  on  Sept.  14th  with  single  immature  birds  on  Sept.  21bt  & 
22nd  and  Oct.  2nd. 


GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

(B)  Regularly  recorded  on  autumn  passage  along  the  west  coast  where  small  numbers  are 
also  seen  in  winter  and  spring.  Numbers  vary  annually,  the  highest  counts  dependent  on  the 
strength  and  frequency  of  onshore  gales. 

The  only  spring  records  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  Lavernock  Point  on  May  5th,  at 
Rhymney  Est  on  the  following  day  and  at  Irongate  Point,  Porthcawl  on  June  24  ;  2  oft 
Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  May  6th  and  one  on  June  24th;  one  feeding  on  a  dead  Harbour 
Porpoise  off  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  23,d  and  one  off  Bardsey  on  June  25th; 
14  passed  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  May  5th  with  4  on  the  6th  and  one  on  the  8th. 

A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 


July 

PEMBROKE  Strumble  Head  4 

Off  the  Smalls  4 

Range  West 
Elsewhere 


Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

91 

173 

30 

18 

1  3 

3 
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July  Aug. 

CEREDIGION  New  Quay  Hd.  3 


Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

10  1 


Aberaeron 


Elsewhere 

3 

4 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Abersdysynni 

1 

CAERNARFON 

Little  Orme 

17 

Porth  Ysgaden 

Penrhyn  Colmon 

Bardsey 

1 

12+ 

ANGLESEY 

Point  Lynas 

1 

59 

The  Range 

1 

1 

11 

2 

4 

22+ 

36 

1 


1 1  + 
1 


Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  -  ' 

Fedw  Fawr  4 

he  best  Autumn  passage  since  1988  was  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  between  July  1  &  Oct. 
5th  with  a  daily  maximum  of  31  on  Sept.  21st.  The  peak  count  off  the  Little  Orme  was  ot  16  on 
ug.  30th.  Passage  was  noted  off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  from  July  4n  to  Oct.  4  ,  with  the 
aily  maxima  ot  8  on  Aug.  28th  and  6  on  Sept.  9  &  15  . 


lse where:  one  off  Mumbles  Head,  GOWER  on  Sept.  20th;  the  best  year  on  record  from 
komer,  PEMBROKE,  though  exact  numbers  not  given,  being  recorded  on  10  dates  between 
,ug.  27th  -  Sept.  27th,  max  4  on  Sept.  11th.  The  first  record  of  the  year  on  Bardsey, 
AERNARFON  was  a  single  on  June  25th,  then  a  single  on  July  25,h.  In  August  there  were 
1  acords  on  seven  dates  from  the  12th,  with  six  on  the  15th  the  peak  count  (5  were  seen  on  this 
j  ay  from  a  pelagic  off  the  island).  In  September  7  were  seen  on  the  14l  ,  then  almost  daily 
-cords  to  the  month’s  end  with  a  peak  of  15  on  the  22nd.  In  October  between  one  and  four 
irds  were  seen  on  1 1  dates  to  the  25th.  A  single  passed  ^the  Great  Orme  on  Sept.  .  2  oil 
Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  Aug.  30th  and  a  single  on  Sept.  15th. 

he  only  winter  record  was  of  a  single  in  New  Quay  Bay,  CEREDIGION  on  Dec.  1  . 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus  GWYLAN  MOR  )  CAAOLD1R 

B)  An  increasingly  common  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  at  all  times  of  the  year .  Rate 

nland.  ...  .  . 

Jiven  the  frequency  with  which  this  species  is  now  recorded,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the 

rue  number  of  individuals  involved  due  to  long  stays  and  movement  of  birds  between  sites.  An 
malysis  of  ages  and  presence  by  month  in  each  county  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  wheie- 
Ibver  possible  records  have  been  split  into  the  ditterent  ages  (number  ot  adults  /  number  ot  _ 
/ears  /  number  of  1st  years): 
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J. 

F 

M 

GWENT 

E.  GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

1 

1 

1 

&  Foreshore 

Cardiff 

1 

Heliport 

Kenfig  Pool 

4 

2 

2 

Ogmore  Est. 

3 

4 

1 

Porthcawl 

4 

8 

3 

Rest  Bay 

12 

7 

3 

Rhymney  & 

1 

1 

1 

Lamby  Lake 

Elsewhere 

4 

GOWER 

6/0/0 

Blackpill 

5/2/2 

9/3/4 

5/2/3 

Bracelet 

8/4/5 

4/5/4 

1/2/2 

Bay 

PEMB* 

Fishguard 

6 

3 

Tlarb 

Nevern  Est 

2 

1 

Strumble 

2 

3 

Hd 

The  Gann 

3 

6 

1 

Angle  Bay 

1 

1 

Newgale 

Marsh 

CERE 

4 

16 

8 

MONT 

MEIRI 

CAERN 

North  Coast 

0 

1/0/1 

2/0/1 

Llyn 

0 

1/0/1 

2/0/0 

Porthmadog 

0 

1/0/0 

1/0/0 

Bardsey 

0 

0 

0 

ANGLE 

0/1/0 

1/1/0 

2/1/0 

3/4/6 

0/0/1 


0/0/1 

0 

0/0/4 

0 

1/2/1 


M 

2 


0/1/2 


0/1/0 

0 

1/0/0 

0 

0/1/0 


1/1 

/l 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

2 

2 

1 

1  1 

7 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

• ■ » 

A 

1 

4 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

6/0/1 

1/1/1 

2/1/0 

34/7/3 

33/23/ 

32/6/5 

30/3/5 

5/3/1 

8/2/ 

13 

0/2/0 

2/4/2 

2/4/6 

3/2/5 

9/2/1 

0/1/ 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

24 

27 

24 

18 

8 

2 

0/1/0 

1/0/1 

1/0/0 

2/0/0 

3/1/1 

0 

2/0/0 

0 

l/0/( 

0 

0 

1/2/1 

0/0/1 

0 

0 

9/1/1 

6/1/0 

0/1/2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0/0/0 

1/0/1 

16/1/5 

7/0/1 

0 

1/0/0 

2/0/0 

0/0/1 

1/0/1 

2/0/1 

0/0/1 

V' 


;( 


- 


*also  recorded  at  10  other  sites,  breakdown  of  records  not  available. 

I 

Autumn  influx  of  juveniles  included:  in  GOWER:  3  at  Blackpill  in  July,  1 1  in  August,  20  ii ! 
September  and  one  in  December,  9  at  Bracelet  Bay  in  August;  2  on  the  Llyn,  CAERNARFOf 
in  August  and  one  in  September,  2  at  Porthmadog  in  July  &  August;  one  at  Bardsey  in  August. 

The  largest  daily  couty  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  was  of  53  on  Aug.  5th.  The  autumn  influx  wa; 
evident  again  on  Bardsey,  particularly  October  when  birds  were  recorded  on  1 3  dates,  peakint 
at  17+  ( 16+  adults  and  a  1st  W)  on  the  1 1th,  with  at  least  16  adults,  five  different  1st  winters  anc 
a  single  2nd  winter  bird  involved  during  the  month. 


Colour  ringed  individuals  included:  a  green  colour-ringed  Adult  -  3LC6  from  Belgium  returnei 
to  Fishguard  Harbour,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  14th  having  been  on  the  Nevern  Estuary  during 
September  -  October  2003. 

LITTLE  GULL  Laras  minutus  GWYLAN FECHAA 

(B)  A  fairly  common,  sometimes  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  the  coast, 
scarce  inland. 

Summary  of  records  by  month  for  each  county: 
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M 


D 


rWENT 
.  GLAM. 
Cardiff  Bay 
Cardiff  Hel. 
Kenfig 
Elsewhere 
GOWER 
’EMB. 

>trumble  Hd. 

|:ere. 

dONT. 

dEIRL 

|:aern. 

Porthmadog 

Glaslyn 

Bardsey 

!  Elsewhere 
ANGLE. 
DENBIGH 
f  FLINT 


J 


1 

6 

7 

5 


14 


F  M 

3 


1  4 

8  4 

1 

1 

13  12+ 

1  2 

3 

2 

1 


A 

1 

4 

2 

1 


1 


10+ 

2 

1 

7 


J  J  A  S 
3 


O  N 


1 


5 

1 


1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

14 


1 

7 


2 


4 

2  1 

4  7+  4  32  1 


18 


I,  CAERNARFON  a  large  number  of  records  from  the  Porthmadog  area,  with  14  at  Criccieth 
i  Jan.  8th,  13  on  Feb.  1st,  10  on  Mar.  14th  and  9  birds  on  Mar.  20th.  On  the  Glaslyn  at 
prthmadog  there  were  seven  lsl  winter  birds  on  Apr.  6l  .  A  large  passage  of  gulls  was 
,  ^served  off  Bardsey  on  Nov.  1st,  including  a  single  flock  of  28  adults,  three  first  winter  birds 
id  a  second  winter  bird  flew  north  here,  a  record  for  the  island.  18  were  counted  off  Rhyl, 
ENBIGH  on  Sept.  15th. 

hand:  2  at  Flandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Sept.  6th;  a  single  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas, 
lONTGOMERY  on  Mar.  22nd. 


ONAPARTE’S  GULL  Lams  Philadelphia 


G  WYLAN  BONA  PA  R  TE 


A)  Vagrant.  ,  , 

hree  records:  a  1st  summer,  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  Apr.  10  -  12  ,  a  first  winter^ 

jammer  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Apr.  19th  and  an  adult  in  Cardiff  Bay  Apr.  21  -  23  . 

j  revious  to  these  records  there  had  only  been  8  accepted  Welsh  records. 
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SABINE’S  GULL  Larus  sabini  GWYLAN  SABINE 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  to  the  coast  in  autumn,  numbers  vary  according  to  the  frequency  of 
westerly  gales. 

The  only  spring  record  was  a  1st  S  bird  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  1 1th. 


In  autumn,  individuals  were  seen  from  the  end  of  August  onwards.  There  were  2  adults  +  a  juv 
off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  the  30th,  a  juv.  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  29th,  c 
juv.  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  the  same  date  and  an  adult  off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY 
on  the  27th.  The  following  tables  summarise  September  and  October  records,  the  first  figure  is 
the  number  of  adults,  the  second  the  number  of  juveniles  seen  on  that  date. 

In  September: 


GWENT 

Peterstone 

PEMB. 

Strumble 

Hd. 

Skokholm 

CERE. 

New  Quay 
Aberaeron 
CAERN. 

Bardsey 
Little  Orme 
ANGLE. 
Point  Lynas 
Holyhead 
Breakwater 
FLINT 

Gronant 


10th  14th 

1/2 

1/0 

0/1 


1 5th  1 8th 


0/2  0/1 


19th  21st  22nd  23rd  24th  25th  26th  27th  28th  30" 

0/1 

0/1  0/2  0/1  1/6  0/1  0/2  0/3  0/2 


0/1 

0/1  3/1  0/3  0/1 

0/1  0/1  1/0 

0/2  1/0  0/2 
1/0 

0/2 


In  October: 


2nd 

5th 

6th 

13th 

14th 

15th 

23rd 

28th 

30th 

PEMB. 

Strumble  Head 

0/1 

0/1 

0/1 

1/0 

0/1 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 

0/1 

0/1 

1/0 

1/0 

An  adult  was  trapped  on  Bardsey  on  30th  Oct.  and  became  only  the  second  of  this  species  to  be 
ringed  in  the  UK.  A  juvenile  was  at  Octel,  Amlwch,  ANGLESEY  from  Sept.  25th  -  Oct.  10lh. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  BEND  DU1 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  scarce  only  in  south  and  south-east  Wales  during  the 
summer  months.  A  common  and  widespread  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

E.  GLAM. 
Cardiff  Bay 

20 

115 

242 

2000 

Ogmore  Est 

1340 

600 

14 

1 

650 

470 

350 

640 

300 

Rhyrnney 

Est 

1810 

8000 

500 

64 

40 

288 

70 

200 

3000 

339 


J 

F 

M 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

4060 

4810 

1069 

Port  Talbot 

1060 

946 

260 

Burry  (S) 

790 

520 

195 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

2742 

4282 

677 

Est. 


A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

52 

37 

73 

1028 

2286 

4 

277 

534 

110 

1 

400 

8290 

7605 

5 

O 

N 

D 

3018 

3230 

2230 

3208 

372 

394 

623 

822 

3905 

2190 

820 

70 

2959 

1816 

1402 

2216 

arge  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT  5,000  at  Sluice  Farm  on  Jan.  24  ,  1,700  at 
’eterstone  Wentloog  on  Sept.  1st;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2,000  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  and  522 
it  Lamby  Lake  on  Feb.22nd,  1 ,500  on  the  Orchard  Ledges  -  Cardiff  foreshore  on  Sept.  1  and 
4,000  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Dec.  14th;  in  GWENT;  3,060  at  Weobley,  GOWER  on  July 
Hst,  3,410  at  Penclawdd  on  Aug.  21st  and  4,040  at  Berthlwyd  on  the  30n.  1,100  to  roost  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Aug.  5th;  Max  count  during  the  Winter  Gull  Roost  Survey  on  Jan.  17 
was  2,200  between  Saundersfoot  -  Amroth,  PEMBROKE.  Odd  birds  remained  off  Skomer  & 
Pemboke  Mill  Pond  April  -  June  1st  returning  juv.  at  Dale  on  July  2n  .  A  Polish  ringed  bird  was 
at  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Aug.  17th;  the  roost  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  peaked  at  1,100  on 
4pr  4*  and  Dec.  22nd,  a  late  record  for  what  has  previously  been  an  autumnal  roost.  Max. 
numbers  elsewhere  were  c.  500  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  Apr.  20th  and  150  at  Glasbury  on  Oct.  17n. 
There  were  1,100  at  Morfa  Aber,  CAERNARFON  on  July  31st  and  c.  550  at  Aber  Ogwen  on 
.  July  23rd  with  c.  400  here  on  Aug.  17th  and  c.  600  on  Dec.  21st  with  463  on  Traeth  Lafan  on 
Sept.  24th.  8,000  passed  Bardsey  on  Oct.  1 1th  and  there  were  daily  counts  of  3,000  to  9,000  here 
>  in  the  first  seven  days  of  November  as  a  flock,  presumably  the  same  birds,  moved  north  along 
the  west  side  of  the  island  every  morning,  appearing  to  have  roosted  in  Cardigan  Bay  overnight. 

;  There  were  c.  400  at  the  Braint  estuary,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  14l  ,  464  at  Llyn  Ala\\  on  Dec. 
16th.  c.  400  passed  Point  Lynas  in  2  hours  on  Nov.  5th  and  there  were  800  feeding  off  Cemlyn 
on  Dec.  30th.  There  were  two  ringed  birds  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  July  16  ,  one  with  a  large 
)  ring  on  right  leg  marked  VU4  and  a  metal  ring  on  the  left. 

)  The  only  breeding  information  received  was  as  follows:  3  were  possibly  nest  prospecting  at 
Goldcliff  lagoons,  NWR  GWENT  on  May  27th;  a  proportion  of  165  birds  at  Login,  Epynt, 
*  BRECON  bred  there  but  number  of  pairs  and  success  was  not  established.  Approx.  40  paiis 
produced  27  young  at  Brechfa,  and  22  adults  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach  on  May  15n  were  protective 
'  of  the  site  but  had  gone  by  June  5th;  150  prs.  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  MONTGOMERY;  at  the 
:  Cemlyn  colony,  ANGLESEY  1000  birds  were  counted  on  Mar.  28n  and  Apr.  3'  .  There  were 
347  nests  and  possibly  as  many  as  500  fledglings  here.  Predation  was  low  compared  to  last  year 
with  56  —  84  chicks  taken  by  the  large  gulls  and  2  were  seen  taken  by  Peiegrines. 


RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis  GWYLAN  FODR U  )  BIG 

[  (B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  chiefly  in  the  period  from  mid- 

February  to  the  end  o  f  May. 

All  records  were  as  follows:  in  E. GLAMORGAN, 

In  GOWER,  an  adult,  Jan.  3rd  -  Mar.  21st  and  Dec.  18th  &  22,u  between  Blackpill  and  VVest 
)  Cross  (presumably  the  same  adult  was  seen  at  the  River  Neath  estuary  on  Jan.  25  ),  a  2  year 
[  at  Blackpill  on  Feb.  6th  and  a  1st  year  at  West  Cross  Feb.  2nd  and  then  at  Fendrod  Lake  & 
Blackpill  on  the  7th;  a  2nd  winter  bird  was  in  Holyhead  harbour,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  Is . 
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COMMON  GULL  L.  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

(C)  A  numerous  and  widespread  winter  visitor  with  small  numbers  recorded  on  passage. 
Systematic  counts  from  2  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this 
common  Welsh  species: 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  GWENT:  up  to  300  at  Llandevaud  in  November  /  December, 
250  at  Collister  Pill  on  Dec.  19th  and  200  at  Dingestow  on  Dec.  28lh;  330  at  Weobley,  GOWER 
on  Jan.  24th,  1,580  at  Llanrhidian  on  Aug.  3rd,  1,000  at  Penclawddd  on  the  28th;  in 
PEMBROKE,  the  max  winter  counts  in  January  were  160  Kilpaison  7th,  40  between 
Saundersfoot  and  Amroth  17th  (during  the  Winter  Gull  Roost  Survey)  and  40  at  Pembroke  Mill 
Pond  on  the  25th.  Max  diurnal  count  from  the  Cleddau  Estuary  was  69  on  Dec.  12th;  a  single 
seen  at  Llangorse  from  Oct.  10th  -  16th  was  the  only  record  for  BRECON;  c.250  in  fields  by 
Afon  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Mar.  18th;  610  at  Morfa  Aber,  CAERNARFON  on  July 
3V\  with  the  leucistic  individual  back  here  on  Aug.  28th,  400  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  11th,  129  at 
Foryd  foreshore  on  Jan.  2ft  and  100  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  Aug.  17th;  181  around  Penmon  and 
Puffin  Island.  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  8th,  100  at  Lligwy  on  Jan.  14th  and  157  at  the  Alaw  estuary 
on  Feb.  17th;  50  at  Llyn  Helyg,  FLINT  on  Jan.  12th. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU LEIAF 

(C)  Breeding  summer  visitor ,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  472  going  to  roost  in  Cardiff  Bay  on 
Mar.  28lh  and  550  at  Lavemock  Point  on  May  4th;  Max.  Winter  Gull  Roost  Survey  count  in 
PEMBROKE  was  135  at  Goultrop  Roads  on  Jan.  17  .  Notable  year  end  counts  were  3,500  Llys 
y  Iran  Nov.  27th  &  of  the  1,540  counted  on  the  Dec.  12th  Cleddau  Est  diurnal  count  for  WEBS 
(1,464  of  which  were  from  the  Gann).  Early  year  numbers  were  low  with  a  max.  of  35  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Jan.  16  .  In  late  summer  and  autumn,  birds  are  attracted  by 
silage  cutting  during  July  in  the  west  of  the  county,  and  elsewhere  by  ploughing  of  stubbles  and 
grassland  during  August  -  October.  The  western  roost  at  Crai  Reservoir  peaked  at  310  on  July 
28th.  The  Llangorse  roost  built  up  from  500  on  Sept.  14th  to  1,400  on  Oct.  7lh  (a  county  record), 
and  declined  thereafter  to  1,260  on  Oct.  26th,  800  by  Nov.  11th  and  240  on  Dec.  22nd. 
Elsewhere,  at  Pontsticill  530  birds  arrived  at  dusk  on  Sept.  30th  and  65  roosted  at  Brechfa  Pool 
during  October  and  November. 
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Above:  Eurasian  and  African  Spoonbill,  Penclacwydd,  Carmarthen.  2004 
Above:  3  Arctic  and  a  Long-tailed  Skua,  Ceredigion.  May  2004. 


Above:  Turtle  Dove. 

Below:  Water  Pipit,  Gower.  December  2004. 


B.  Stewart 
B.  Stewart 


Above:  Chough,  Bardsey. 

Below:  Firecrest,  Porth  Clais,  Pembroke. 


S.D.  Stansfield 
L.  Lomax 


Above:  Snow  Bunting,  Nevern  Estuary,  Pembroke. 
Below:  Lapland  Bunting,  Gower.  October  2004. 


M.  Grey 
B.  Stewart 


There  were  18  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  21st  and  on  ANGLESEY,  there  were 
60  at  Tregele  on  Mar.  15th  and  13  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Nov.  16th  The  species  is  now  quite 
widespread  in  small  numbers  in  winter. 


Reported  breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  4  nests  at  Uskmouth  Power  Station,  6y  on  a 
factory  roof  in  Chepstow,  lOy  on  roofs  in  Bedwas;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  estimated 
population  on  Flat  Holm  was  3834  pairs.  Breeding  was  observed  on  a  number  of  industrial 
estate  and  suburban  rooftops:  Maesteg  (Garth)  Ewenny  Rd  Ind  Est  (38  pairs),  Cardiff  Ba>  (2 
Pairs),  Clodien  Ave,  Cardiff,  Rhiwbina  and  Royal  Infirmary,  Tyndall  St  Industrial  Estate, 
Cardiff  (4  pairs),  Gabalfa  and  at  Bedwas;  in  GOWER  bred  on  the  roof  of  St.  David  s  Shopping 
Centre,  Swansea,  Afan  Way  and  Port  Talbot  (4  prs.);  in  PEMBROKE:  17  pairs  bred  St 
Margarets,  49  pairs  Giltar-  Linney  Hd.  On  Skomer  1 1,261  pairs  were  estimated  -  just  up  on  last 
year’s  low.  An  estimated  0.31  fledglings  per  pair.  The  1st  egg  noted  on  Apr.  30n.  199  pairs  bred 
Ramsey;  532  birds  were  sitting  on  nests  in  May  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  compared  with 
652  last  year:  During  July  a  minimum  of  485  fledged  young  was  counted  in  the  colonies  and  on 
the  sea,  giving  a  productivity  of  0.92  chicks  per  pair,  exactly  the  same  as  last  year  but  much 
higher  than  the  long-term  average  0.59.  Six  pairs  nested  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  though  no 
young  were  found.  Four  pairs  bred  at  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY. 


HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

(C)  Formerly  an  abundant  resident  in  coastal  areas,  now  much  reduced  on  the  islands  and  a 
scarce  breeding  bird  on  the  mainland  coast.  Frequent  in  many  inland  areas,  breeding  on 
several  freshwater  sites. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  (300+)  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  j>72  at  Lamby  Lake  on  Feb. 
22nd  and  304  on  Mar.  12th,  390  at  dusk  in  Cardiff  Bay  on  Mar.  28th,  300  in  a  field  adjacent  Cors 
Crychydd  Reen  on  Nov.  26th;  in  GOWER:  500  at  Weobley  on  June  5  ,  612  at  Llanrhidian  on 
Aug.  4th.  600  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Mar.  28th  and  440  there  on  Aug.  5th;  max  count  tiom 
the  Winter  Gull  Roost  Survey  in  PEMBROKE  was  2,800  Caldey-  St  Margarets  on  Jan.  19  .A 
1st  w  at  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Feb.  25th  had  a  letter  'P  in  green  dye  just  behind  the  eye, 
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Pontsticill,  BRECON  attracted  birds  to  roost  at  both  ends  of  the  year  with  26  on  Feb.  24th  and 
190  on  Sept.  30th;  120  on  East  Mouse,  Amlwch,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  10th  and  c.  200  at  Octel, 
Amlwch  on  the  29th,  210  off  Point  Lynas  on  Feb.  29th  with  300  there  on  Mar.  4th,  c.  350  at  Hen 
Borth  on  Oct.  5th,  690  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  28th  with  317  here  on  Nov.  16th  and  787  on  Dec. 
16th  and  188  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  Dec.  13th. 

T 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  3  nests  Uskmouth  Power  Station,  at  2  sites  in 
Newport,  one  at  Chepstow  Castle  and  3y  on  a  factory  roof  in  the  town;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN 
the  Flat  Holm  colony  comprised  327  pairs,  15  pairs  at  Maesteg,  4  pairs  in  Bridgend  and  single 
pairs  at  Eastern  Ave  in  Cardiff,  at  Ewenny  Road  Industrial  Estate,  at  Nash  Point  and  at  Cwm 
Nash;  in  GOWER:  2-3  prs.  at  Afan  Way,  20+  nests  with  chicks  at  Port  Talbot  Steel  works  and 
at  4  other  urban  sites;  in  PEMBROKE  a  minimum  of  299  pairs  bred  St  Margarets  &  593  pairs 
Giltar  -  Linney  Hd.  On  Skomer  468  AON’s  was  the  2nd  highest  total  since  1994.  Productivity 
was  0.78  fledglings  per  pair  from  2  sample  colonies.  The  1st  eggs  were  seen  on  Apr.  25th.  103 
AON  on  Middleholm.  206  pairs  bred  Ramsey.  A  number  of  Lesser  Black-  Backed  X  Herring 
Gull  were  again  present  on  Skomer;  543  nests  were  located  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  with 
at  least  651  young  seen,  giving  a  productivity  of  1.19  chicks  per  pair.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr 
169  nests  were  found  and  236  fledged  young  were  seen,  giving  a  productivity  of  1.39.  On  Ynys 
Gwylan  Bach  20  nests  were  found  and  34  young  were  seen,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of 
1.70. 

I 

Single  ads  showing  characters  o±  the  northern  race  L.  a.  argentatus  were  noted  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  an  adult  at  Rummey  Great  Wharf  on  Feb.  22nd,  a  2nd  W  at  Lamby  Lake  on 
Nov.  27th  and  an  adult  on  Dec.  16lh;  in  GOWER:  an  adult  at  Blackpill  &  Jersey  Marine  Jan.  3rd 
-  Mar.  19th  and  Dec.  12th  -  29th,  with  3  adults  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Jan.  11th,  a  1st  winter  at 
Blackpill  on  Jan.  1st. 

YELLOW-LEGGED  GULL  Lams  michahellis  GIVYLAN  GOESFELEN 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 

All  records  were:  an  adult  at  Peterstone  Wentloog,  GWENT  on  Aug.  30th;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  single  adults  were  at  Cosmeston  on  Jan.  3rd  &  15th,  at  Lamby  Lake  on  Jan.  7th, 
at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Jan.  15th  &  22nd,  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Jan.  26th,  at  Rest  Bay  on  Feb.  20th  and 
Cardiff  Bay  and  then  Cardiff  foreshore  on  Mar.  21st.  A  1st  W  was  at  Cardiff  Bay  wetland  on 
Apr.  4th,  an  adult  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Apr.  8th,  a  2nd  S  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Apr.  10th,  an  adult  at 
Rhymney  Est  on  June  7th  and  at  Lamby  Lake  on  June  28th  and  a  juv  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  July  25th. 
In  the  second  half  of  the  year,  there  were  2  adults  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Aug.  3rd  and  2  adults  at 
Cardiff  Bay  wetland  on  the  8th.  A  juv  was  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Aug.  14th  and  a  juv  plus  a  1st  S/W 
at  Rhymney  Est  the  same  day.  A  different  juv  was  at  the  latter  site  the  following  day.  At 
Cardiff  Bay  there  were  2  adults  on  Aug.  28lh.  There  then  followed  a  series  of  single  adults  -  at 
Llan/Lis  Res  on  Aug.  3  V\  at  Rhymney  Est  on  Sept.  28th,  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Oct.  8th,  at  Cardiff 
Heliport  on  Oct.  12th  &  1 3th,  at  Rhymney  Est  and  Cardiff  Bay  on  Oct.  18th,  at  Kenfig  Pool  on 
Oct.  19th  &  29th,  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Nov.  14th  and  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Nov.  16th.  A  1st  W  was  at  the 
latter  site  on  Nov.  26th,  single  adults  were  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Dec.  4th  and  Llan/Lis  R,es  on  Dec. 

1 1th  and  finally  a  1st  W  was  at  the  latter  site  on  Dec.  24th. 

In  GOWER:  Apr.  16th  -  Dec.  30th,  single  adult,  3rd  year  and  1st  year  birds.  3rd  &  1 st  Loughor 
Bridge  on  June  18th,  3  adults  Penclawdd  on  Sept.  21st.  2nd  year  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Dec.  12th;  Tst 
w  Nevem  Est,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  11th  and  a  2nd  w  at  St.  Dogmaels  on  Aug.  18th  (also  ini 
CEREDIGION);  a  single  was  regular  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  being  noted  in  all  months 

343 


f  the  year  except  March  and  July;  in  CAERNARFON,  there  was  an  adult  on  Ysgol  John 
right  playing  fields  at  Llandudno  on  Feb.  7th,  an  adult  in  the  gull  roost  at  Morta  Aber  on  Aug. 
8th  and  an  adult  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  1 1th  Oct.  There  was  a  sub-adult  bird,  probably  3,d  S/A1'  W, 
i  Beddmanarch  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  July  21st. 
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jLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus  GWYLAN  >  GOGLEDD 

A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas  of  Wales,  chiefly  in  winter  but 
occasionally  in  summer. 

U1  records  were:  a  3rd  year  at  Rhossili  on  Jan.  2nd,  then  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Feb.  29n  &  Mar 
st,  at  Blackpill  Mar.  3rd  -  Apr.  4th,  an  adult  at  Jersey  Marine  Nov.  16th,  Dec.  3ld  &  18th;  a  2 
vinter  at  Borth-y-Gest,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  7th,  a  1st  summer  bird  flew  N  past  Conwy 
ISPB  on  Apr.  26th  and  a  1st  W  bird  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  28th. 

jREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

C)  Common  and  widespread  in  coastal  areas  in  winter,  widely  distributed  breeding  bit  d 
ilong  rocky  coastlines  in  single  pairs  or  small  colonies.. 
vlonthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 


J 

F 

3.  GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

3 

5 

Dgmore  Est 

3 

2 

Lhymney  Est 

34 

TOWER 

Blackpill 

20 

17 

Burry  (S) 

15 

10 

Whiteford 

5 

5 

Weobley 

13 

3 

M 


10 

15 

3 

5 


A 


19 

13 

15 

5 

5 


M 


rth 


J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

2 

1 

6 

2 

6 

3 

16 

12 

40 

86 

103 

33 

23 

29 

44 

28 

15 

80 

120 

95 

135 

15 

85 

3 

1 

44 

1 

15 

76 

1 13 

67 

87 

10 

80 

58  at  Jersey  Marine  on 

Dec. 

16th;  max 

count  from 

_  tU 

the  Winter  Gull  Roost  Survey  in  PEMBROKE  was  130  Caldey  -  St.  Margarets  on  Jan.  19  . 
There  were  70  roosting  in  fields  by  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  16  ,  60  lingering 

344 


offshore  here  on  Feb.  29th  and  30  on  Mar.  4th,  42  at  Traeth  Dulas  on  Aug.  29lh,  22  at  Llyn  Alaw  1 
on  Oct.  28lh  and  21  at  Lligwy  on  Dec.  14lh. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Flat  Holm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  had  2  breeding  pairs;  in 
PEMBROKE  51  pairs  bred  St  Margarets  &  4  pairs  along  the  Castle  Martin  coast.  On  Skomer  i 
95  AON’s  is  a  13%  increase  on  2003  &  back  up  to  the  1981  level.  An  average  of  1.6  fledglings 
per  pair  is  the  highest  productivity  since  1996.  The  1st  eggs  were  seen  on  Apr.  19lh.  On 
Middleholm  64  pairs  is  a  83%  increase  on  the  2003  estimate.  20  AON  logged  on  Ramsey.  The 
highest  post  breeding  season  count  was  228  Skomer  on  Sept.  7th. 

In  CAERNARFON  47  nests  were  found  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  and  78  young  were  counted, 
giving  a  productivity  figure  of  1.66  chicks  per  pair.  A  further  two  pairs  fledged  three  young 
each  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach.  The  overall  productivity  for  the  two  islands  was  1.71.  Three  pairs 
nested  on  Bardsey,  two  fledging  at  least  two  chicks  and  one  pair  fledging  three,  giving  a 
productivity  of  2.33  chicks  per  pair.  Single  pairs  were  recorded  showing  territorial  behaviour 
on  Llyn  Edno  and  Llyn  Conwy  in  July. 

On  ANGLESEY  a  pair  again  bred  at  Llyn  Maelog,  this  time  fledging  two  young  rather  than  the 
usual  one,  and  a  pair  bred  at  Point  Lynas. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

(C)  A  breeding  species  in  coastal  areas  from  Glamorgan  to  Caernarfon,  except  Meirionnydd. 
Large  numbers  occur  offshore  on  passage. 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  82  occupied  nests  on  Mumbles  Pier,  at  least 
6  birds  present  on  Outer  Worm’s  Head;  in  PEMBROKE  88  pairs  bred  St  Margarets  &  38  pairs 
along  the  Castle  Martin  coast.  On  Skomer  1,570  AON  is  a  32.4%  decrease  from  2003.  The 
only  year  on  record  when  fewer  Kittiwakes  bred  here  was  1967.  The  productivity  of  0.47  per 
pair  was  also  below  average,  but  chick  survival  rate  of  72%  corresponded  to  the  16  year  mean. 

It  is  not  clear  why  so  few  attempted  to  breed  this  year,  but  food  supply  on  the  wintering 
grounds  is  possibly  a  factor,  resulting  in  poor  adult  condition  &  it  may  be  that  some  Skomer 
birds  wintered  in  the  same  areas  as  those  which  suffered  large-  scale  breeding  failure  on  the 
East  coast  &  Northern  Isles  in  2004.  Ramsey  also  experienced  a  big  drop  in  AON’s  from  307 
in  2003  to  137  this  year.  Conversely  here  productivity  was  nil  from  the  study  plots.  Up  to  10 
pairs  bred  Grassholm  with  2/3  young  fledged.  There  were  358  apparently-occupied  nests  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  with  213  chicks  fledged,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  0.59.  There 
were  43  on  the  ledges  at  Ynys  Moelfre,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  17th. 

Large  or  notable  counts  included:  at  least  250  were  fishing  off  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD 
on  May  25lh;  359  flew  W  past  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  8th  with  530  W  here 
on  Aug.  30lh,  and  there  were  300  past  Porth  Ysgaden  on  July  25lh  with  350  here  on  Sept.  13th. 
3,500  passed  Bardsey  on  Oct.  6th  with  5,500  the  next  day.  In  November  4,500  were  seen  daily 
here  from  1st  to  5th,  with  7,000  on  6th  and  10,000  on  the  7th.  One  seen  briefly  from  the  visitor 
centre  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Jan.  14lh  was  an  unusual  site  record;  c.  550  flew  W  past  Carmel 
Head,  ANGLESEY  in  about  30  minutes  on  Sept.  15th.  There  were  302  lingering  off  Point 
Lynas  on  Jan.  6th,  525  passed  here  in  IVi  hours  in  severe  gale  force  winds  on  Feb.  8th,  310  in 
1  %  hours  on  Mar.  22nd,  a  local  movement  of  200  in  1%  hours  on  July  23ld,  500  on  Aug.  25lh, 
750  on  the  28th,  2,010  in  3  hours  on  Sept.  15th,  1,030  in  3  hours  on  the  21st,  230  in  2%  hours  on 
Nov.  8th  and  250  here  in  1  %  hours  on  the  22nd. 
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MORWENNOL  YLFINBRAFF 


iULL-BILLED  TERN  Sterna  nilotica 
4)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

m  adult  at  Tywyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  19th,  hawking  insects  over  a  field.  12' 1  record  tor 
Vales. 


IANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MOR  WENNOL  Bl GDDU 

C)  A  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas  in  spring  and  autumn,  scarce 
gland;  it  is  a  regular  breeder  on  Anglesey. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

iWENT 

Apr.  12th 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

:.  GLAM. 

Apr.  5th 

Cosmeston 

Oct.  21st 

Lavemock  Pt 

iOWER 

Mar.  20th 

2  at  Blackpill 

Oct.  22nd 

3  off  Mumble  Head 

ERE. 

Mar.  6th 

Aberystwyth 

Nov.  2nd 

New  Quay 

4EIRI. 

Apr.  2nd 

7  at  Trefeddian 

Oct.  12th 

Aberdysynni 

'AERN. 

Mar.  13th 

Pwllheli 

Oct.  30th 

Pwllheli 

vNGLE. 

Mar.  24th 

Beddmanarch  E3ay 

Oct.  15th 

Menai  Straits 

)ENB. 

Nov.  2nd 

Kinmel  Bay 

.arge  counts,  CAERNARFON  included  40  at  Morfa  Bychan  on  Apr.  1  llh,  96  off  Conwy  Morfa 
>n  May  9lh.  The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  tor  some  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

1 

3 

E.  GLAM. 

2 

3 

30 

1 

2 

9 

3 

) 

GOWER 

2 

38 

42 

2 

288 

324 

47 

PEMB. 

1 

73 

36 

6 

26 

44 

24 

) 

Strumble  Head 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

398 

706 

71 

BRECON 

3 

4 

| 

MONT. 

8 

MEIRI. 

60 

1000 

100 

1 

CAERN. 

3 

40+ 

96+ 

90+ 

468 

670 

1 

ANGLE. 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DENBIGH 

19 

64 

169 

11 

r 

FLINT 

1 

2 

30 

th 

Large  autumn  numbers  in  GOWER:  170  at  Llanrhidian  and  80  at  Port  Eynon  on  Aug.  19  ,  96 
at  Llanrhidian  on  Sept.  13th  and  164  off  Port  Eynon  on  Sept.  22nd;  autumn  passage  at  Strumble 
Head  was  the  4lh  best  on  record  &  noted  between  July  lsl  and  Oct.  25th.  Max  173  on  Sept.  21  ; 
usual  post-breeding  influx  to  Dyfi  area,  CEREDIGION  in  summer  with  316  there  on  Aug.  21  , 
MEIRIONNYDD:  In  the  autumn,  max  counts  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi  were  300-400  fishing 
i  the  rising  tide  on  Aug.  5dl  and  c.200  there  on  the  20th.  At  Aberdysynni  there  were  150  on  Aug. 
14th,  200-300  on  the^20th,  250-300  on  the  27th  and  70-100  on  Sept.  18th.  There  were  c.244  at 
Tonfanau  on  Aug.  1 1th  with  c.  60  here  on  the  21st;  in  CAERNARFON:  90  at  Foryd  Bay  on  July 
20th  with  75  here  on  the  21st  and  80  on  the  22nd,  50  at  the  Little  Orme  on  Aug.  9lh  with  50+  here 
on  Sept.  1 1th,  90  at  Dinas  Dinlle  on  Sept.  2nd,  60  at  Black  Rock  Sands  on  Sept.  1 1th  and  62  at 
Glan-y-mor  Elias  on  Sept.  13th  with  150  past  Porth  Ysgaden  on  the  same  date.  268  passed 
Bardsey  on  Aug.  30th,  a  new  record  for  the  island,  with  267  on  Sept.  14  and  96  passed 
Penrhyn  Colmon  on  Sept.  18th  with  88  here  on  the  21st;  There  were  60  feeding  oil  Point  Lynas, 
ANGLESEY  on  June  30th.  Peak  passage  here  was  65  in  2%  hours  on  on  the  morning  of  Aug. 
20th  with  95  past  here  in  2  3/4  hours  in  the  evening,  1 1 8  in  1  24  hours  on  the  27lh,  220  on  the  28n 
and  155  in  3  hours  on  Sept.  2C\  Late  records  were  10  past  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  j0  ,  two  at 
Cemlyn  on  Oct.  10th. 


346 


Inland:  Three  birds  were  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  July  29th  and  4  arrived  at  dusk  then 
on  Sept.  10th. 

The  colony  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  had  a  record  year,  with  a  total  of  1,563  pairs  -  27%  mon 
than  last  year  and  comprising  1 1%  of  the  total  population  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  combine< 
clutch  size  of  1.13  is  quite  low  with  the  vast  majority  laying  only  one  egg,  but  the  estimate< 
total  of  1600  fledged  young  is  a  record  for  the  colony.  Cemlyn  was  the  third  largest  colony  ii 
the  British  Isles  this  year. 


Number  of  nests 

1,563 

Estimated  fledglings 

1,600 

Number  of  eggs  laid 

1,766 

Productivity 

1.02 

Mean  clutch  size 

1.13 

Survival  Rate 

0.90 

Observed  fledglings 

724 

ROSEATE  TERN  Sterna  dongalli  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

(B)  Confined  as  a  breeding  species  to  Anglesey,  but  none  bred  in  2004;  elsewhere  it  is 
occasionally  recorded  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  along  the  coasts. 

All  records  were:  8  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  25th  and  a  single  on  Sept.  4th 
One  at  Foryd  Bay,  CAERNARFON  on  July  13th  &  22nd.  On  ANGLESEY  there  was 
remarkable  record  of  50  off  The  Range  on  May  21st,  made  up  of  a  flock  of  35  feeding  offshor 
and  another  15  moving  north.  An  adult  was  recorded  at  Cemlyn  on  June  2nd  and  two  on  th 
12th,  3  here  on  July  3,d  and  a  single  July  4th  -5th.  Four  individuals  visited  another  tern  colon} 
but  no  breeding  was  recorded  on  Anglesey  this  year.  One  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Aug.  20th. 

2002:  additional  record  in  GWENT:  one  at  Sluice  Farm  on  Apr.  29th. 

COMMON  TERN  Sterna  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  which  breeds  on  Anglesey  and  Flint.  It  is  a  spring  and  autumn  passage 
migrant  to  all  coastal  areas  and  is  the  commonest  of  the  Sterna  species  inland. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

Apr.  23rd 

Cardiff  Bay 

Oct.  5th 

Heliport 

GOWER 

Apr.  3  rd 

2  at  Upper  Loughor 

Oct.  28th 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

PEMB. 

BRECON 

May  5th 

Milford  Haven 

Sept.  7th 

Llangorse 

MEIR1. 

Apr.  24th 

Aug.  6th 

6  at  Aberdysynni 

CAERN. 

4  at  Gian  Faenol 

Oct.  30th 

2  off  Pwllheli 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  25th 

Cemlyn 

Oct.  26th 

Beaumaris  Pier 

All  county  summaries  are  as  follows:  in  GWENT:  7  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  July  9th.  up  to  5 
during  June  24lh  -  Sept.  23rd,  2  at  NWR  Goldcliff  on  July  17th  and  6  down  channel  on  Sept. 
13th;  the  largest  numbers  in  GOWER  were  124  at  Blackpill  on  Aug.  8th,  92  at  Wemffrwd  on 
the  15th  and  270  off  Port  Eynon  on  the  19th.  53  at  Wemffrwd  on  Sept.  13th  and  67  at  Salthouse 
Point  on  Sept.  14th;  83  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  12th.  Passage  from  Strumble 
Head,  PEMBROKE  noted  between  July  31st  -  Oct.  23,d,  max  120  on  Aug.  9th.  A  well  above 
average  passage  &  2nd  highest  day  count  since  the  record  of  182  on  26  Aug  1990.  Monthly 
totals  were  4  in  July,  277  in  August,  22  in  September  and  6  in  October.  In  CAERNARFON: 
recorded  regularly  in  Foryd  Bay,  max  20  on  Aug.  10lh  and  on  Bardsey  where  there  was  a  max 
of  41  on  Sept.  18th.  On  ANGLESEY:  There  were  72  nests  at  Cemlyn  compared  with  50  in 
2003,  with  possibly  as  many  as  100  young  being  tledged.  There  was  a  max.  of  107  apparently 
occupied  nests  at  The  Skerries,  with  100  -  200  young  fledged.  There  were  135  apparently 
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iccupied  nests  at  another  colony,  with  c.  81  young  fledged,  and  there  were  at  least  3  nests  at 
ie  Inland  Sea.  30  passed  Point  Lynas  in  1  hour  on  Sept.  20lh  with  50  in  3  hours  on  the  21st. 

iland  records  included:  in  BRECON  apart  from  a  single  at  Dderw  Pool  on  Apr.  19th,  all 
scords  came  from  Llangorse  Lake,  in  May  (1),  June  (1),  July  (19),  August  (50+)  and  the  last 
i  eing  a  single  on  Sept.  7th. 

lRCTIC  TERN  Sterna  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

C)  The  commonest  of  the  tern  species  breeding  in  Wales.  It  is  confined  to  the  Anglesey  coast 
ir  breeding.  Away  from  there,  it  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  generally 
career  than  Common.  Scarce  inland, 
v  summary  of  records  received  were: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

rWENT 

Oct.  12th 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

.  GLAM. 

Apr.  18th 

Rhymney  Est. 

Oct.  25th 

2  at  Ken  fig 

rOWER 

Apr.  19th 

Kitchen  Comer 

Oct.  10th 

EMB. 

Oct.  25th 

Strumble  Head 

RECON 

Apr.  28th 

6  at  Llangorse,  1  on  29th 

1EIRI. 

Aug.  1 1th 

5  at  Tonfanau 

AERN. 

May  8th 

Conwy  RSPB 

Oct.  6th 

1 8  off  Bardsey 

29GLE. 

Apr.  21st 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

Oct.  1 7th 

Point  Lynas 

n  spring: 

in  GWENT: 

700  off  Goldcliff  on  May  3ld, 

50+  on  the  8th 

and  22  on  the 

jLAMORGAN:  34  went  up  channel  at  Rhymney  Est  on  Apr.  18  ,  150+  went  u/c  at  Rhymney 
ist  on  May  3rd  (on  the  same  evening  that  700+  were  seen  to  the  east  at  Goldcliff  in  Gwent), 
ollowed  by  30  at  Lavernock  Point  on  4th  and  29  at  Rhymney  Est  on  6lh. 

ANGLESEY:  21  flew  N  past  The  Range  on  May  21st  with  9  offshore  at  Point  Lynas  on  the 
:2nd.  There  was  a  max.  of  1,505  apparently  occupied  nests  at  The  Skerries,  with  700  -  800 
T>ung  fledged.  There  were  395  apparently  occupied  nests  at  another  colony,  with  c.  219  young 
ledged,  and  there  were  at  least  4  nests  at  the  Inland  Sea.  At  least  17  pairs  are  thought  to  have 
>red  at  Cemlyn,  with  a  max.  of  60  adults  recorded  and  at  least  10  fledglings  were  seen.  This  is 
he  highest  number  of  pairs  here  since  1 995. 

n  autumn:  in  GWENT:  a  juv.  at  NWR  Goldcliff  on  Aug.  19th,  2  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Sept. 
9th  &  Oct.  12th;  singles  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  1 1th,  21st,  24th,  26th  & 
Tst.  In  September  13th,  18th,  19th  &  27th  with  2  there  8th,  21st  &  23rd.  In  October  5  on  16th  &  3 
>n  25th.  Elsewhere  one  off  Ramsey  on  Aug.  7th  with  8  there  on  the  8th,  2  in  Fishguard  Harbour 
>n  Sept.  13th  and  a  single  in  Angle  Bay  on  the  17th. 

CAERNARFON:  singles  passed  Porth  Ysgaden  on  July  4th  and  Sept.  12th,  a  juvenile  passed 
1  ’enrhyn  Colmon  on  Sept.  18lh  with  2  here  on  the  21st  and  there  were  2  at  Foryd  Bay  on  July 
10th.  6  were  seen  on  the  Bardsey  pelagic  trip  on  Aug.  15lh  and  21  passed  Bardsey  on  Sept.  21st 
vith  the  last  record  18  on  Oct.  6th.  8  passed  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  in  1  hour  on  Sept.  20th 
vith  10  in  3  hours  on  the  21st. 

HTTLE  TERN  Sterna  albifrons  MOR  WENNOL  FECHAN 

A)  A  summer  resident  which  breeds  only  at  one  colony  in  Flint,  otherwise  a  spring  and 
mtumn  passage  migrant  to  other  coastal  areas,  rare  inland. 

Ml  records  as  follows:  a  juv  at  Newton  Point,  Porthcawl,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  26th  and 
mother  off  Porthcawl  on  Oct.  21st;  2  at  Blackpi  11,  GOWER  on  Aug.  18th;  from  Strumble  Head, 
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PEMBROKE  were  1  on  Aug.  12th  &  5  on  20th',  then  singles  on  Sept.  26th  &  Oct.  4th.  Elsewhere 
one  off  The  Smalls  on  July  3ld  and  2  near  Grassholm  on  Aug.  7th.  3  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION 
on  May  2nd  and  5  on  July  31st;  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  provided  the  only  inland  record,  with 
an  adult  fishing  there  on  May  29th.  4  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on 
Sept.  14th  (following  a  westerly  gale).  One  flew  N  up  the  coast  off  Aberdyfi,  MEIRIONNYDD 
golf  links  on  May  2nd.  There  were  two  at  Porthmadog  Cob,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  22nd  and 
one  passed  Bardsey  on  July  3ld  with  another  here  on  Sept.  14th.  Two  passed  Point  Lynas. 
ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  21st  with  a  party  of  18  flying  W  here  on  the  22nd.  There  was  one  al 
Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  on  Sept.  21st. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn  but  also  recorded 
on  inland  waters;  spring  records  are  usually  fewer  in  number  but  there  are  substantial 
influxes  in  some  years. 

All  records  were  as  follows,  in  spring:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  4  went  up  channel  at  Cardiff 
Heliport  on  Apr.  18th  and  28  went  up  channel  there  on  5th,  whilst  a  single  was  at  Lavemock 
Point  on  4th  and  2  were  there  on  5th;  one  at  Connah’s  Quay,  FLINT  on  Apr.  7th. 

In  autumn:  8  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Sept.  3,d  and  singles  there  on  Aug.  9th  &  Oct 
10th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  were  in  Cardiff  Bay  on  Aug.  20th  and  one  was  there  on  Sept.  1  lr 
and  an  imm.  was  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  the  same  day,  4  were  in  Cardiff  Bay  on  Sept.  12th,  one  wa: 
at  the  Heliport  on  14th  and  1  went  up  channel  at  Lavemock  Point  on  19th.  In  October  singles  a 
the  Heliport  on  5th  and  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  28th;  in  GOWER,  recorded  Aug.  11th  -  Sept.  20th 
mailny  in  small  numbers  (less  than  5),  max.  7  at  Weobley  /  Llanrhidian  on  Aug.  16th,  13  a 
Wemffrwd  on  the  15th  &  18th,  22  off  Port  Eynon  on  the  19th.  Birds  seen  at  Eglwys  Nunydi 
Res.,  Aug.  9th  -  Oct.  7th,  max.  7  on  Sept.  16th  and  2  on  Oct.  4th,  6th  &  7th;  passage  noted  a 
Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  8th  -  Sept.  30th.  A  total  of  28  in  August  &  29  ii 
September.  Max  13  on  Aug.  8th.  Elsewhere  singles  from  the  Fishguard  ferry  on  Aug.  13th,  wes:* 
of  Grassholm  on  Sept.  5th  and  3  off  Skomer  on  Sept.  1 1th;  CEREDIGION:  singles  at  Ynyslas  on 
Aug.  3!d,  off  New  Quay  Head  on  the  20th  &  24th  with  3  there  on  Sept.  14th  and  2  on  the  18th.  ' 
off  Llansantffraed  on  Sept.  1st  and  2  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  on  the  15th  and  finally  one  oil 
Aberaeron  on  Oct.  4th;  6  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Sept.  14th;  I 
CAERNARFON  there  were  three  juveniles  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Sept.  1 1  ,  with  one  stayin 
until  the  13th,  then  one  on  the  estuary  here  on  24th.  Three  were  in  flight  over  the  Cob  and  th, 
Glaslyn  at  Porthmadog  during  severe  SW  gales  on  Sept.  1 3th  and  there  was  one  off  the  Littl 
Orme  on  Sept.  14th.  A  total  of  12  were  logged  passing  Bardsey,  singles  on  Aug.  25th,  Sept.  16d 
24th  &  Oct.  29th,  with  3  on  Aug.  24th,  2  on  Sept.  18th  and  3  on  Oct.  1st;  A  total  of  13  were  logge  i 
passing  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY,  Sept.  12th  -  22nd  (2  on  the  12th,  singles  on  the  13th  l  • 
14th,  3  on  the  20th,  2  on  the  21st  and  4  on  the  22nd).  There  was  also  one  past  Cemlyn  on  Sep 
23rd. 

I 

A  good  autumn  for  this  species  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  with  20  on  July  29th  ,  with 
remaining  on  the  31st,  at  least  30  during  August,  max  13  on  10th,  15  during  Sept.  2nd  -  3ld,  an 
2  on  the  7th  and  1  on  the  12th.  The  last  were  on  Oct.  1st,  when  two  were  present. 
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IUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

b  Resident  breeding  species  in  south-west  and  north-west  counties,  moving  out  to  sea  to 
ioult  after  breeding  and  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  colonies  as  early  as  December. 

■reeding  season  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  50  birds  at  Worms  Head  on  May 
6th  and  108  individuals  there  on  July  3rd;  in  PEMBROKE:  543-  681  AOS  St.  Margaret’s. 
3,332  individuals  along  the  Castle  Martin  coast.  On  Skomer  a  mean  total  of  14,187  were 

IIounted  in  Jun.  This  is  a  3.3%  decrease  on  2003-  the  first  time  numbers  have  fallen  since  1996 
lthough  the  population  expansion  has  been  slowing  down  for  the  past  4  years.  The  mean 
roductivity  of  0.63  fledglings  per  ‘active’  &  ‘regular’  site  is  the  lowest  since  records  began 
if  2003).  The  first  chicks  were  seen  on  May  23,d.  c500  were  counted  on  the  ledges  of 
irassholm  July  17th;  there  were  688  adults  on  ledges  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  with  353 
oung  counted,  compared  to  71 1  adults  and  376  young  last  year.  On  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  there 
/ere  422  adults  with  177  young  counted  compared  to  386  adults  and  107  young  last  year. 

here  were  500+  past  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  4lh.  One  up  stream  at  the  William 
'ondry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Mar.  21st  -  second  county  record. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

C)  A  breeding  resident  on  the  cliffs  and  islands  of  north-west  and  south-west  Wales.  Some 
Hsperse  south  to  the  Portuguese  coasts  in  winter  with  a  proportion  entering  the 
Lediterranean;  part  of  the  population  remains  in  Welsh  waters. 

breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  10  individuals  counted  at  Worm  s  Head 
in  May  26th;  in  PEMBROKE:  500  were  off  Dinas  Island  on  May  1st.  120  AOS  St  Margarets. 
,081  individuals  along  the  Castle  Martin  coast.  On  Skomer  the  count  of  4,546  individuals 
v^as  a  7.2%  increase  on  2003  &  the  3rd  highest  on  record.  Productivity  was  0.50  fledglings  per 
active  &  ‘regular’  site  &  below  the  12  year  average.  The  first  chick  was  noted  on  June  4th. 
'resent  in  small  numbers  on  Grassholm  though  breeding  not  proven.  A  partial  albino  with 

Ivhite  Primaries  &  Secondaries  passed  Strumble  Head  on  Dec.  26th;  1,965  adults  were  seen  in 
he  colonies  on  the  east  side  of  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  similar  to  the  number  in  2003.  Once 
gain,  numbers  of  young  produced  did  not  reflect  the  number  of  adults  in  the  colonies,  with 
>nly  385  eggs/young  found,  though  this  is  an  increase  on  the  very  low  total  of  132  young 
ound  last  year.  2,000  counted  in  April,  5,000  in  June,  3,000  in  July  and  6,000  in  Ocotber. 

)n  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  69  young  were  found  this  year  compared  to  26  last  year;  there  were  45 
m  the  ledges  at  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  12th. 

!  . 

There  was  a  max  of  1 12  off  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  3r  . 

03LACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

r  A)  A  very  scarce  breeding  resident  in  Anglesey  and  rarely  elsewhere  in  north  Wales.  Occurs 
paringly  off  the  coasts  of  Wales  outside  the  breeding  season. 

The  only  records  were:  a  1st  winter  was  seen  oil  Mitchin  Hole  Cliff,  Pennard,  GOWER  on  Mar. 
11st;  one  in  w/p  flew  S  past  Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  13th.  In  CAERNARFON  most 
ecords  were  from  the  north  coast  where  there  were  two  off  Penmaenmawr  on  Mar.  8n  &  Nov. 
15th  and  two  at  the  Great  Orme  on  June  8th,  where  breeding  was  possible.  Singles  were  recorded 
it  Llanfairfechan  on  Dec.  12th  and  off  the  Little  Orme  on  Dec.  17th  &  19th.  The  only  records 
dsewhere  were  one  at  Abersoch  on  Mar.  25th,  singles  past  Bardsey  on  Apr.  9th  &  Sept.  14n  and 
me  at  Penrhyn  Colmon  on  Sept.  21st. 

3n  ANGLESEY  three  pairs  bred  at  Holyhead  harbour.  There  were  21  birds  at  the  Fedw  Fawr 
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colony  on  Apr.  18th  with  2-4  here  on  June  27lh  and  a  number  of  records  off  Penmon  and i|S 
Beaumaris,  max.  5  on  Apr.  10th  &  Nov.  23rd.  At  the  Point  Lynas  colony  there  was  a  max.  of  8 
on  July  2n  ,  with  many  other  records  here.  There  were  also  a  number  of  records  from  Traeth 
Llugwy,  max.  3  on  Mar.  1 7th  and  singles  past  The  Range  on  May  5th  and  at  Moelfre  on  Jan.  18th 
&  Mar.  17th. 

LITTLE  AUK  All e  all e  ■  CARFIL  BAC1  % 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor  in  irregular  numbers  offshore  on  the  western  seaboard.  Most  : 
sightings  in  late  autumn  and  early  winter;  often  associated  with  westerly  gales. 

All  records:  1  picked  up  dead  at  Walwyn’s  Castle,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  19th;  in ; 
CEREDIGION  singles  off  New  Quay  Head  on  Oct.  25th  and  off  Ynyslas  on  the  31st;  in  ■ 
CAERNARFON  one  passed  Porth  Ysgaden  on  Sept.  13th,  one  passed  Bardsey  on  Oct.  1st  ,  five)  I 
flew  E  past  the  Little  Orme  on  Oct.  10th  and  there  was  one  in  Angel  Bay  on  Nov.  24th.  On 
ANGLESEY  there  was  one  off  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  on  Sept.  15th  and  one  passed  Pointp 
Lynas  on  Nov.  4th.  A  single  off  Towyn,  DENBIGH  on  Sept.  15th. 

2001:  One  was  seen  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  17th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

(C)  A  breeding  bird  of  offshore  islands  and  a  few ;  western  headlands.  Formerly  bred  in  large 
numbers. 

Counts  from  breeding  colonies  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  1st  recorded  off  Skomer  Mar.  13th 
with  the  1st  coming  ashore  on  the  27th.  The  max  count  of  10,688  on  May  14th  was  the  seconc 
highest  on  record.  The  1st  bird  coming  ashore  with  food  was  noted  on  the  early  date  of  May 
27  .  The  breeding  success  of  0.63  per  pair  was  the  second  lowest  for  18  years,  but  it  is  thought 
this  may  have  been  an  underestimate,  as  some  may  have  already  fledged  when  the  feeding 
watches  took  place,  due  to  a  particularly  early  breeding  season.  The  last  record  here  was  2  or 
Aug.  1 1th.  c50  present  on  North  Bishop  July  5th.  2  AOS  St.  Margaret’s  &  4  individuals  along 
the  Castle  Martin  coast.  Last  recorded  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  6th. 

In  CAERNARFON:  the  first  records  of  the  year  were  two  birds  on  three  dates  in  March  on 
Bardsey.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  689  apparently  occupied  burrows  were  counted.  Due  to  poor 
weather  late  in  the  season  no  visits  were  made  to  the  islands  after  the  eggs  had  hatched  and 
therefore  a  productivity  figure  could  not  be  calculated.  At  least  three  pairs,  possibly  six  pairs, 
bred  on  Bardsey.  There  were  50  at  Aberdaron  on  Apr.  23rd  and  singles  past  Porth  Ysgaden  on 
June  27th  and  Sept.  23ld  with  8  here  on  July  4th.  There  was  a  winter  record  of  3  off  the  Little 
Orme  on  Dec.  4th. 

On  ANGLESEY:  The  earliest  record  was  of  6  flying  E  past  Cemlyn  on  Mar.  17  ,  with  the  firsl 
returns  at  South  Stack  on  Mar.  27th  and  the  last  record  here  on  Oct.  6lh.  There  was  one  atj 
Penmon  Point  on  Apr.  10th.  27  flew  N  past  The  Range  on  June  24th  and  there  were  3  past  Poini 
Lynas  on  July  4th,  two  on  the  13th  and  singles  on  the  25lh  &  Sept.  14lh. 

One  flew  N  off  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  24th. 

I '' 

ROCK  DOVE  Columba  livia  COLOMEN  Y  GRAIG 

(D)  Feral. 

I 
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STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLO  MEN  WYLL  T 

VC)  Breeding  resident  occurring  widely  but  not  numerously  up  to  approximately  305  m;  most 
common  in  lowland  areas.  Appears  to  be  getting  scarcer  across  most  of  Wales,  probably  as  a 
•esult  of  a  change  in  farming  practices  and  a  decline  in  arable  land. 

^arge  winter  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  37  at  Llandowlais  on  Jan,.  29th  and  38  near  Dingestow 
m  Dec.  25th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Bonvilston,  50  on  Jan.  1st,  30  on  Nov.  3rd  &  39  on  19th 
md  50  on  Dec.  16th.  57  at  the  Watermill  Flood  on  Dec.  26th;  48  at  Bovehill  Farm,  GOWER  on 
Ian.  1st,  62  there  on  the  2nd  and  44  on  the  1 1th.  52  flew  to  roost  at  Margam  Moors  /  Morfa 
5inewoods  on  Feb.  7th,  57  there  on  Nov.  27th;  in  BRECON  one  at  a  bird-table  in  Cradoc  on  Jan. 
2nd  was  unusual.  A  flock  of  100  on  roots  at  Pencell i  on  Jan.  24th.  Breeding  success  appeared  to 

th 

)e  poor  with  autumn  flock  sizes  unexceptional:  12  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  Sept.  16  ,  19  at  Warren 
Foad  on  Oct.  10th  and  15  at  Trefeinon. 

WOOD  PIGEON  Columba  palumbus  YSGUTHAN 

VC)  Abundant  breeding  species:  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

^arge  counts  included:  in  GWENT:  500  SW  over  Pontnewydd  on  Nov.  4th,  1,100  passed  east 
n  30  mins.  Newport  on  Nov.  5lh  and  5,000  over  Abergavenny  on  the  same  day;  in  October  in 
IS.  GLAMORGAN  513  at  Lavemock,  550  at  Hendre  Lake  and  695  at  Llanedeym.  November 
counts  included  7,025  over  Kenfig  between  4th  and  9th,  2,565  over  Llanedeyrn  between  lsl  and 
5th,  1,000  at  Nash  on  4th,  870  over  Llanilid  and  550  at  Dunraven  and  Southemdown;  400  flew 
lorth  over  Briton  Ferry,  GOWER  on  Nov.  4th  and  514  flew  SW  over  Lliw  Res.  in  15  minutes 
m  the  6th;  in  CEREDIGION  were  ca  300  at  Cwmystwyth  and  ca  200  at  Nant  yr  Arian  on  Nov. 
7th  and  250  nr  Ystrad  Fflur  on  the  1 1th;  the  biggest  autumn  movement  since  1996  in  BRECON 
vas  noted  over  the  period  Nov.  5lh  -  14lh  with  the  majority  of  birds  moving  to  the  west.  Peak 
novement  on  the  13lh  included  1,360  over  four  hours  passing  out  of  the  Usk  valley  west  into 
Carmarthenshire  from  Trecastle/Glasfynydd,  with  300  at  Llanafan,  855  in  the  Sennybridge 
irea  and  500  at  Glasbury  the  next  day.  1-2,000  inland  MONTGOMERY  in  November. 

COLLARED  DOVE  Streptopelia  decaocto  TUR TUR  DORCHOG 

|  (C)  Now  a  widespread  and  common  resident,  having  first  appeared  in  Wales  in  1959. 
j  Flocks  of  36  at  Mountain  Ash,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  14lh;  54  in  Margam  Park,  GOWER 
m  Oct.  30th;  42  on  Oct.  10th;  57  on  the  14th  at  Trefelyn,  Mathry,  PEMBROKE.  In  a  garden  at 
Llyn  Traffwll,  ANGLESEY  there  were  up  to  16  taking  food  in  June,  up  to  36  regularly  in  July, 
ap  to  30  in  August,  28  in  September,  31  in  October,  17  in  November  and  20  in  December.  A 
iair  was  seen  mating  at  Llanasa,  FLINT  on  Dec.  31bt. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

'B)  Very  rare  summer  visitor  in  eastern  Wales  with  numbers  declining  further;  passage 
migrant,  mainly  spring,  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were  in  spring  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GWENT:  at  Newport  on  May  2nd,  at  The 
Tendre  on  May  19th  and  at  NWR  on  May  2nd  &  June  2nd;  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  May 
27th;  in  PEMBROKE  at  Porthgain  on  Apr.  19th,  Manorbier  on  the  26th,  on  Ramsey  on  May 
16lh,  at  Martin’s  Haven  on  the  20th,  at  West  Hook  Farm  on  the  23ld  and  on  Skomer  on  the  22nd 
&  27th;  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  19th  -  21st,  with  two  on  22nd  and  26th;  at  Rhosneigr, 
ANGLESEY  on  May  20th  -  22nd  and  at  Cemlyn  on  the  23rd.  One  at  Gwynfryn,  DENBIGH 
May  3rd  -  8th. 

The  only  breeding  records  were  from  GWENT  where  there  were  several  in  the  Trellech  area 
including  5  singing  birds  on  May  1 5  . 
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Autumn  records  singles:  in  PEMBROKE  on  Skomer  Sept.  30lh,  St.  David’s  Oct.  12th  -  15th,  at 
Porthlysky  Farm  on  the  16lh  and  2  at  Rhodiad  on  the  16th;  one  by  the  old  farm  at  Tonfanau, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Oct.  8th;  a  single  on  Bardsey  on  Aug.  23rd; 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

2  15  1  1.1  5 

CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 

(C)  Formerly  a  locally  common  breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  counties  but  appears  to  be 
declining  and  far  from  common;  also  recorded  on  passage. 

Earliest  arrival  and  latest  departure  dates: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  11th 

Uskmouth 

Aug.  23rd 

Go  1  del  iff 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  17th 

Bargoed 

GOWER 

Aug.  7th 

Orion  Factory 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  13th 

Pembroke  Mill  Pond 

Aug.  21st 

Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  13th 

Cors  Caranod 

BRECON 

Apr.  14th 

Allt,  Llansantfraed 

MONTGOMERY 

Apr.  21st 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Apr.  21st 

Rhyd  yr  Onnen,  Tywyn 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  17th 

at  Cae  Mawr,  Rhiwlas 

Sept.  5th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  25th 

Llanbedrgoch 

x: 

'T 

CM 

ob 

< 

2  on  Myn.  Bodafon 

DENBIGH 

Apr.  18th 

Holt 

FLINT 

May  2nd 

Ysceifiog 

Reported  from:  15  sites  in  GWENT;  36  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  one  and 
probably  at  a  further  5  sites  in  GOWER;  reported  from  19  locations  in  PEMBROKE  an 
increase  on  last  year.  A  decline  in  numbers  was  indicated  by  the  lowest  count  (1 1  males)  for 
many  years  during  the  MOD  count  on  the  Sennybridge  ranges,  BRECON  in  late  May. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  TYLLUAN  WEN  \ 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  population  appears  to  be  stable  in  many  counties  aftei 
a  prolonged  period  of  decline. 

Summary  of  breeding  records  (not  full  surveys):  reported  from  5  sites  during  the  summer  in 
GWENT;  bred  or  probably  bred  at  8  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  2  pairs  bred  in  GOWER, 
rearing  5  young;  reported  from  17  locations  across  BRECON  of  10  known  breeding  sites  in 
the  north,  5  were  occupied  with  pairs  at  4  of  these  raising  10  young.  Elsewhere,  another  2 
pairs  were  known  to  raise  young;  thought  to  be  increasing  in  RADNOR;  57  pairs,  fledged  158 
in  MONTGOMERY,  2.77  per  pair,  the  highest  ratio  for  many  years;  a  total  of  18  nests  were 
recorded  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  a  total  of  9  nests  in  CAERNARFON  and  13  nests  were 
recorded  on  ANGLESEY,  though  the  total  island  population  is  estimated  to  be  about  25  pairs. 

j 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACE 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident  in  most  eastern  counties,  scarcer  and  probably 
decreasing  in  the  west.  Greatly  under-recorded. 

A  summary  of  records  received  were:  GWENT:  reported  from  7  sites  during  the  breeding 
season;  bred  at  3  and  recorded  at  a  further  12  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  one  site  it 
GOWER,  Mewslade  Valley,  2y  fledged;  in  PEMBROKE  four  pairs  probably  bred  on  Skomer 
others  probably  bred  on  Ramsey.  Birds  were  recorded  at  7  sites  on  the  mainland  but  n(  . 


breeding  was  confirmed;  two  pairs  bred  on  the  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON,  each  rearing  one 
/oung.  Three  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  exactly  the  same  as  from  2001  to  2003,  and  all 
ledged  young;  a  pair  bred  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP,  ANGLESEY  raising  two  young  and  a 
)air  was  present  on  Penmynydd  Road  all  year,  with  two  juveniles  present  in  July.  A  pair  was 
dso  seen  at  Cemlyn.  Single  were  reported  from  3  other  sites;  reported  from  one  site  in 
DENBIGH  and  one  in  FLINT. 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLL  UAN  FRECH 

'D)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  areas  of  woodland  in  all  counties  but 
oossibly  declining. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

F)  A  scarce  resident  in  some  counties.  Also  a  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

W  least  6  prs.  were  located  in  north  GWENT  with  at  least  7y  heard  from  5  nests;  breeding  was 
Confirmed  at  one  large  forest  site  in  BRECON  where  2  juveniles  were  seen  in  July,  and  a 
second  pair  may  have  nested  nearby.  Breeding  was  suspected  at  another  three  sites  where 
idults  were  seen  or  heard  in  July/August.  A  pair  fledged  chicks  in  the  Dolgellau  area, 
VIEIRIONNYDD.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  the  pair  that  has  nested  for  the  past  three 
/ears  at  Nant  once  again  fledged  young,  but  all  were  later  found  dead.  A  second  pair  fledged  at 
east  two  young  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Observatory. 

There  was  one  on  Moelyci  mountain,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  24  . 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

VC)  Scarce  breeding  resident.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  all 
;  counties. 

Breeding  records  included:  1  pair  nested  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  fledging  2  young,  13  pellets 
collected  and  analysed  contained  Storm  Petrel  31%,  Rabbit  46%  and  Skomer  Vole  23%.  One 
Aair  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY. 

Breakdown  of  non-breeding  individuals  recorded  in  each  county: 


J 

F 

M  A 

M 

J  J  A  S 

O  N 

D 

3WENT 

2 

1 

1  3 

2 

1 

1  2 

|  E.  GLAM. 

1 

1  1 

1 

5  1 

30WER 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3EMB. 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

|  3ERE. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

|  BRECON 

1 

V1EIRI. 

1 

1 

3AERN. 

1 

1 

1 

3  2 

ANGLE. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

TROELLWR  MAWR 

(C)  Widespread  and  increasing  summer  visitor. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  10  prs.  in  the  Trellech  area,  28  males  at 
Wentwood,  9  at  Abercam,  2  at  Risca  and  one  at  The  Hendre;  16+  recorded  at  7  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN,  including  6  at  both  Llanwanno  and  Ogmore  Forest  and  5  on  at  Darwonno  on 
luly  24th;  41-42  males  recorded  in  GOWER,  in  34  1-km  squares;  10-15  males  at  8  sites  in 
CEREDIGION;  Brecknock  Wildlife  Trust  embarked  on  a  two-year  study  to  identify  foraging 
range  and  habitat  use  by  breeding  birds  fitted  with  radio  transmitters.  The  Mynydd  Ddu  study 
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area,  BRECON  held  five  birds,  the  other  study  area  chosen  in  2004  being  in  Carmarthenshire; 
the  BTO  Nightjar  survey  identified  churring  males  at  the  following  sites  in  BRECON: 
Halfway  Forest  (1),  Usk  Reservoir  (1),  Glasfynydd  Forest  (2),  Talybont  Forest  (3),  Coity  Wood 
(1).  Elsewhere,  a  churring  male  was  located  on  June  19  at  a  new  clearfell  site  at  Blaenbrynich. 
Other  traditional  sites  were  not  visited;  found  at  13  sites  in  RADNOR;  in  MONTGOMERY:  2- 
3  at  Hafren  Forest,  3  Coed  Dyfi  and  one  in  a  garden  at  Coedway,  earliest  was  at  William 
Condry  Reserve  on  May  17  ;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  max.  of  5  males  were  recorded  at  Gwaith 
Powdwr,  Penrhyndeudraeth,  most  on  the  south  side  of  the  Dwyryd.  The  BTO/RSPB/CCW/FE 
Nightjar  survey  found  7  churring  males  at  5  sites  including  3  around  Gwaith  Powdwr. 

In  CAERNARFON:  A  max.  of  three  males  were  recorded  churring  at  Cors  Bodgynydd  and  two 
were  churring  near  Llyn  Bychan  in  Gwydyr  Forest  in  June,  with  a  pair  seen  here  in  July.  One 
was  reported  at  Nantmor,  Betws  y  Coed  in  April  and  May.  The  BTO/RSPB/CCW/FE  Nightjar 
survey  produced  6  churring  males  at  4  sites  in  Gwydyr  Forest,  including  the  3  at  Cors 
Bodgynydd;  2  sites  in  DENBIGH. 

! 

2003  :  One  was  reported  singing  near  Barmouth,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  June  22nd  &  30th. 


SWIFT  Apus  apus 

(C)  A  widespread  and  plentiful  summer  visitor. 

GWENNOL  DDU 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  17th 

Ynysfro  Res. 

Sept.  1 1th 

NWR 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  16th 

3  at  Gahalfa,  Cardiff 

Sept.  20th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  18th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Sept.  20th 

Eg.  Nunydd  Res. 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  25th 

Gann 

Sept.  10th 

Strumble  Head 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  22nd 

Ynyslas 

Oct.  13th 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Apr.  24th 
Apr.  27th 

Crai  Reservoir 

Dolydd  Hafren 

Aug.  30th 

Aug.  22nd 

Llangorse 

Tywyn 

CAERNARFON 

May  3rd 

Sychnant  Pass  &  Bardsey 

Sept.  7th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT 

Apr.  19th 
Apr.  28th 

Brynteg 

Trelawynd-Marian 

Sept.  10th 

Llyn  Alaw 

The  main  counts  were:  150  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Apr.  28th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  200  at 
Cardiff  Bay  on  Apr.  28lh,  250  there  on  May  1st,  100  at  Roath  Park  on  May  6th,  150  at  Kenfig  on 
July  1st,  300  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  July  3ld,  200  on  7th  and  250  on  Aug.  3rd,  200  at  East  Aberthaw  on 
July  13th  and  550  at  Ogmore  Estuary  on  July  19th;  400+  at  Eglyws  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on' 
Apr.  29th,  1,000  on  the  30th,  465+  on  May  1st,  600  on  June  10th  and  cl, 250  over  Taibach  on 
Aug.  8th;  maxa  counts  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  166  NW  5-7  July;  100  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on 
28th  April  and  300  there  on  May  4th.  Other  post-breeding  counts  were  1 10  at  Hay  on  July  12th: 
there  was  a  passage  of  147  birds  over  Llangoed  from  7  to  7:30  p.m.  on  Aug.  23'd. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y DORLAN  ' 

(C)  Resident  in  lowland  areas. 

Recorded  at:  7  sites  in  GWENT;  37  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  but  none  were  proved  to  breed;  4 
bred  at  one  site,  possibly  a  second  in  GOWER;  3  pairs  located  on  the  Afon  Ystwyth, 
CEREDIGION;  regular  at  6  locations  in  MONTGOMERY;  1  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  at  9  in 
CAERNARFON;  at  8  sites  on  ANGLESEY. 
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GWYBEDGOG  Y  GWEN YN 


lEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster 
4)  A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

L  single  at  Dale,  PEMBROKE  on  May  9th. 

IOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

4)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  Wales. 

,11  records  were  of  singles:  at  Lanvetherine,  GWENT  on  May  15th  &  16th;  at  Cors  Caron, 
EREDIGION  on  May  6lh;  in  Pennorth  village,  BRECON  on  the  evening  of  Apr.  16th  -  17Ul 
eighth  county  record);  at  Ty'n  y  Groes  in  the  Conwy  Valley,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  6th  -  7th 
n  Bardsey  on  Apr.  25th  and  at  Porthmadog  on  June  21st  &  23rd;  at  Neuadd,  Cemlyn, 
ANGLESEY  on  May  7th. 

VRYNEC  K  Jynx  torquilla  PENG  A  M 

4)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  Wales,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in 
utumn. 

inging  individuals  were  recorded  at  Abergynolwyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.  24th  and  at 
enybont,  RADNOR  on  May  12th. 

i  autumn,  singles:  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skomer  on  Aug.  26th,  then  a  run  of  records  in 
eptember,  possibly  all  relating  to  just  2  individuals  -  on  the  2nd,  5th  -  6lh,  9th  -  10th  (possibly  2 
resent),  12th  -  13th,  17th,  22nd  &  25th;  in  CAERNARFON  one  in  the  cemetery  on  the  Great 
)rme  on  Sept.  13lh  and  on  Bardsey  there  were  two  on  Aug.  26th  with  one  on  Sept.  5th  &  7th  -  8th. 

}  JREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

C)  Once  a  common  breeding  resident  throughout  lowland  Wales  except  on  Anglesey  where  it 
h  scarce.  It  now  appears  to  be  doing  well  in  some  eastern  and  southern  counties  but  declining 

7  most  western  counties,  and  Montgomery  and  Radnor. 

"he  few  records  received  are  summarised:  GWENT:  reported  from  8  sites  during  the  summer; 
i  E.  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  14  sites;  bred  at  one  site  in  GOWER  and  possibly  at  a  further  9; 

I  inly  7  records  and  no  definite  breeding  records  were  received  in  CEREDIGION;  34  sites 
,  uring  the  breeding  season  in  BRECON,  breeding  confirmed  at  thirteen;  probably  bred  at  3 
ites  in  MONTGOMERY;  reported  from  8  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  28  sites  in 
j'AERNARFON  and  4  sites  on  ANGLESEY  and  at  single  sites  in  DENBIGH  and  FLINT. 

iREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  major  CNOCELL  FRAITH  FWYAF 

D)  A  common  breeding  resident  in  wooded  parts  of  Wales  but  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  the  Llyn 
>eninsula. 

.ESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  minor  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 
B)  A  scarce  and  local  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  principally  distributed  in  the  lowlands 
'  md  along  the  main  river  valleys. 

’he  number  of  sites  in  each  county  from  which  this  woodpecker  was  reported  in  2004  are: 
jWENT  (8),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (9),  GOWER  (3),  PEMBROKE  (4),  CEREDIGION  (8,  bred 
t  2  of  these),  BRECON  (3),  MONTGOMERY  (5),  MEIRIONNYDD  (3),  CAERNARFON  (3), 
ANGLESEY  (1). 

\ 

1HORT-TOED  LARK  Calandrella  brachydactyla  EHEDYDD  LL  WYD 

A)  A  rare  visitor. 

1001:  additional  record  from  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  28th. 
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EHEDYDD  Y  COED 


WOOD  LARK  Lullula  arborea 

(A)  Formerly  resident  but  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  species. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  male  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  19th. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

(C)  A  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species;  abundant  passage  migrant  in  autumn  ana 
winter. 

Large  winter  flocks,  over  200,  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  highest  counts  during  the 
winter  were  200+  at  Ty'n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  Jan.  12th,  200+  at  Marcross  on  the  16th,  500  al 
Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  &  Marcross  on  the  20lh;  200  at  Bovehill  Farm,  GOWER  on  Jan.  1 1th;  440 
on  stable  at  Llanon,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  26th. 

Autumn  movements  reported  in  PEMBROKE:  224  at  Skomer,  Oct.  7th  -  8th,  106  on  1 1th  -  12th.  j. 
300  on  the  18th,  326+  on  the  26th,  412  on  the  30th  -  31st  and  100  on  Nov.  1 1th,  all  moving  west. 
200+  SE  at  Marloes  Mere  on  Oct.  8th  &  17th,  including  a  leucistic  bird  on  the  later  date.  100  or 
Ramsey  on  Oct.  12th.  128  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  8th  with  169  the  on  the  26th. 
During  the  breeding  season,  counts  of  singing  males  or  pairs  included:  45-55  breeding  pairs  al 
Llanilid.  E.  GLAMORGAN;  214  on  Mynydd  Epynt  during  the  MOD  bird  count  in  late  May;  ir 
the  north,  small  declines  at  Bronffynon  (17),  Waun  Rydd  (8)  and  Pantyllyn  (10).  Other  counts 
showed  numbers  to  be  normal:  Mynydd  Aberyscir  (28),  Maen  Richard/Llyn  Dwr  (37  or 
approx  two-thirds  of  survey  area)  and  Battle  Hill/Gaer  Fach  (15).  Four  pairs  nested  or 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  only  the  second  time  the  species  has  nested  on  the  island  since 
1978. 

2002  Additional  record:  a  flock  of  2,000+  at  Hawarden,  FLINT  on  Jan.  1st. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  visitor,  most  numerous  in  eastern  counties,  increasing.  Passage 
migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  15th 

2  at  Blackwood 

Oct.  11th 

4  at  Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

Mar.  14th 

Llanilid 

Sept.  30th 

Garth  Hill 

GOWER 

Mar.  17th 

Whiteford,  Swansea  Vale  & 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Oct.  2nd 

Swansea  Vale 

PEMB. 

CERE. 

Feb.  14th 
Mar.  14th 

2  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond 

Teifi  Marshes 

Sept.  7th 

Skomer 

BRECON 

MONT. 

MEIRI. 

Mar.  19th 
Mar.  17th 
Mar.  28th 

30  at  Llangorse  Lake 

Dolydd  Hafren 

Aberdysynni 

Sept.  21st 

3  at  Glasbury 

CAERN. 

Mar.  21st 

Afon  Wen  &  Hen  Bant 

Sept.  30th 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Mar.  1 7th 

Cemlyn 

Sept.  23rd 

Brynteg 

DENB.  Mar.  15th  Conwy 


th 

The  largest  gatherings  were  in  spring:  200  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Apr.  16  ;  in  E.' 
GLAMORGAN  220  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Apr.  4th,  120  at  Cosmeston  CP  on  the  5th  and  470  at 
Kenfig  Pool  on  the  6lh;  250  at  Trefeiddan,  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  16th  and  100  on  Ramsey  on 
Apr.  9th;  500  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  in  late-April.  Over  the  Wye  at  Builth,  the  peak  spring 
count  was  100  on  May  3ld;  260  at  Llyn  Cefni,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  10th  and  80  at  Llyn 
Maelog  on  May  8th. 
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{reeding  colonies:  in  GWENT:  145  nests  at  Abergavenny,  156  at  Gobion,  30  prs.  near 
dangua,  80  birds  at  Newbridge-on-Usk  and  5  at  Bargoed;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  heeding  was 
roved  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  Nantyffyllon-Maesteg,  8  pairs  on  R.  Cynon,  5-10  pairs  nesting  at 
’aerphilly  Castle,  7  nests  at  Watermill  -  Ogmore  and  12  occupied  holes  on  R.  Ely  nr  Drope,  25 
a  the  Ely  Valley  nr  Pendoylan,  6  were  seen  at  Old  Stone  Bridge  -  R.  Ogmore  feeding  young, 
nd  18  of  mixed  ages  were  at  Island  Farm  -  Bridgend  on  July  30lh,  visiting  20+  active  nest  sites; 
84-499  nesting  holes  counted  in  the  GOWER  survey;  in  BRECON  121  occupied  nest-holes  at 

Ilcethrog-Pencelli,  70  pairs  at  Glasbury,  45  nest-holes  at  Island  Fields,  Brecon,  4-5  breeding 
•airs  at  Epynt  MOD;  140  nest  holes  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY;  14  active  nest  holes 
t  the  Dwyfor  estuary,  CAERNARFON,  several  occupied  nests  at  Porth  Neigwl  East,  30 
tccupied  nests  at  Clynnog  Fawr,  10  occupied  nests  at  Aberdesach  and  20  occupied  nests  at 
)inas  Dinlle,  at  least  20  pairs  nested  on  the  Glaslyn  at  Hafod  y  Llyn,  Nantmor;  12  occupied 
iest  holes  at  Porth  Nobla,  ANGLESEY;  50  nests  on  the  River  Clwyd  at  Rhuddlan,  DENBIGH. 


n  autumn:  700+  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  NWR  GWENT  on  July  6th  and  830  on  the  29th;  in  E. 
3LAMORGAN:  350  were  seen  at  Kenfig  on  Aug.  10th,  300  on  20th,  500+  on  the  27lh  and  400 
>n  the  29th.  350  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Aug.  24th;  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER:  400  on  Aug. 
ith,  &  16th,  &  19th,  1,200  on  11th,  1,000  on  the  17th,  2,000+  on  the  22nd,  1,200  on  the  24lh, 
,350  on  the  28th;  250  at  Glasbury,  BRECON  on  29th  June,  750  at  Llangorse  on  12th  July  and 
f 000  roosted  there  on  6th  August; 


SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica 
C)  A  widely  distributed  and  common  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 


GWENNOL 


fable  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

jWENT 

Mar.  20th 

Magor 

Nov.  3rd 

Goldcliff 

k  GLAM. 

Mar.  17th 

2  at  Upper  Garw  Valley 

Nov.  15th 

Cosmeston 

jOWER 

Mar.  19th 

Swansea  Vale 

Oct.  30th 

Margam 

>EMB. 

Mar.  19th 

Bosherston 

Oct.  31st 

Skomer 

GERE. 

Mar.  22nd 

Llanddeiniol 

Nov.  9th 

Drefach 

BRECON 

Apr.  1st 

4  at  Llangorse 

Oct.  30th 

Talyllyn 

IkONT. 

Mar.  17th 

William  Condry  Reserve 

Oct.  23rd 

Llanerfyl 

[  vlFJRI. 

Apr.  1 1th 

Ynys 

\  :aern. 

Mar.  18th 

Pontrug 

Oct.  26th 

Bardsey 

VNGLE. 

Mar.  1 7th 

Cemlyn 

Oct.  31st 

Cemaes  Head 

7LINT 

Apr.  4th 

Trelawnyd-Marian 

Winter  records 

in  PEMBROKE  included  a  single  at  St. 

David’s  on  Dec. 

1st  &  9th  and 

Texaco  Refinery  November  -  Dec.  3 1 


St 


th 

Largest  spring  gatherings  included:  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER,  1,200  on  Apr.  16  ,  400  on 
;he  17th  &  19th  and  May  8th,  700  on  May  5th;  in  PEMBROKE  passage  noted  on  Skomer,  5084+ 
aetween  Apr.  4th  -  May  28th,  with  peaks  of  780  NW  on  Apr.  22nd  -  25th,  300W  on  May  2nd  - 
3rd,  1 ,000N  on  the  7th,  1,800  NW  11th  -  18th  and  200N  on  the  21st,  4,200  on  Ramsey  on  Apr. 
21st  and  2,300  at  Abermawr  between  l-8pm  NE  on  May  15th;  passage  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  peaked  at  500  on  May  12th  and  13th;  1000+  per  hour  E  past  Point  Lynas  at  on 
May  1 1th  and  300  at  Penrhos  CP  on  May  12th. 

Autumn  passage:  in  GWENT:  300  at  Llanwem  on  Aug.  3ld,  cl 5,000  passed  West  Pill  in  3  hrs. 


on  Sept.  24th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  250  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Aug.  14m,  500  on  the  24in,  750  at 
Lavemock  Point  on  Sept.  2nd,  2,000  there  on  Sept.  19th,  30  per  minute  tor  4  hours  at  Foel-y- 
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Dyffryn  -  Careau  on  Sept.  23rd  (equating  to  7,200  birds),  600  over  Sully  Island  in  one  hour  on 
Sept.  24th,  1,000  at  Gileston  in  IVi  hours  on  Oct.  1st  and  227  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Oct.  12th; 
400  at  Salthouse  Point,  GOWER  on  Sept.  19th;  1,000  SE  in  2  hours  at  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  26th;  1,035  passed  Bardsey  on  Sept.  6th  with  720  on  the  7lh;  50,000 
roosted  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  in  August. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  Hirundo  daurica  GWENNOL  DINGOCH 

(A)  Vagrant. 

Singles  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  22nd  and  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  May 
1 1th.  1 3th  &  14th  records  for  Wales. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y BONDO 


(C)  Summer  visitor,  well  distributed  and  locally  common. 
Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  8th 

Usk  &  Ynysfro  Res. 

Oct.  13th 

Monmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

Mar.  30th 

Penywaun  nr  Hirwaun 

Oct.  30th 

Lavemock 

GOWER 

Feb.  8th 

Staple  Point 

Oct.  10th 

42+  at  Eglwys  Nun.  Res. 

PEMB. 

Apr.  8th 

Bosherston  &  Trefran 

Oct.  30th 

Martin’s  Haven  &  Porth  Clais 

CERE. 

Apr.  1st 

Llanrhystud 

BRECON 

Apr.  9th 

Llanwrthwl 

Oct.  19th 

Cynala 

MEIRI. 

Apr.  10th 

Trefeddian 

CAERN. 

Apr.  3rd 

Llyn  Glasfryn  &  Conwy  RSPB 

Oct.  31st 

Penrhyn  Bay 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  4,h 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

Oct.  8th 

Llangefni 

Largest  spring  gatherings  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  210  were  at  Lletty  Brongu  on  Apr.  29th, 
120  nr  Merthyr  Mawr  on  May  8th  and  100  at  Llanilid  on  June  18th;  400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.,  GOWER  on  May  6th. 

In  autumn  there  were:  350+  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Sept.  5th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  250  a 
East  Aberthaw  lagoon  on  July  13lh,  200  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Aug.  20th,  3,000  flying  east  in  a: 
hour  at  Nash  Point  on  Sept.  5th  and  300  at  Lavemock  Point  on  the  19th;  350  Eglwys  Nunydi 
Res.,  GOWER  on  Aug.  20th;  188  going  E  past  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  oifsept.  9th;  15| 
over  Hay,  BRECON  on  July  12th,  270  at  Talybont  on  Aug.  7th  and  150  at  Llangorse  on  the  27d 
150  at  Tregoyd  on  Sept.  16th;  370  passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  6th. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaesee/andiae  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

(A)  A  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  27th,  Oct.  8th,  1 
Oct.  9th,  Oct.  12th  and  2  on  Oct.  26th;  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  1 1th  &  31st;  at  Point 
Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  31st;  at  Uskmouth,  NWR,  GWENT  on  Nov.  6th;  at  Kinmel  Bay, 
DENBIGH  Dec.  12th -Apr.  17th  2005. 

Additional  records  from  previous  years  included  singles  at:  Whiteford,  GOWER  on  Nov.  3' 
2003,  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  from  Dec.  5th  2003  until  March  2004  and  at  Bardse) 
CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  19th  2001. 
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rREE  PIPIT  A.  trivial  is  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

'C)  A  widely  distributed  and  locally  numerous  summer  visitor.  Passage  migrant  in  fairly  small 
lumbers,  best  marked  on  the  south  coast  in  autumn. 
fable  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

3WENT 

Apr.  1st 

Skirrid  Fach 

Sept.  19th 

Peterstone  Wentloog 

i.  GLAM. 

Apr.  12th 

Ystrad/Llwynypia 

Oct.  Ist 

Ton-Ty-Pel,  Cwmbach 

30WER 

Mar.  29th 

Newton  Cliff 

>EMB. 

Apr.  22nd 

Westerton 

Oct.  31st 

St.  Ann’s  Head 

j  :ere. 

Apr.  11th 

Cross  Inn  Forest 

BRECON 

Apr.  9th 

2  at  Penywern 

Sept.  9th 

Pencell  i 

vlElRl. 

May  1st 

Coed  Pandy 

Oct.  4th 

3AERN. 

Apr.  12th 

Bardsey 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  11th 

The  Range 

n  E.  GLAMORGAN:  high  counts  of  10  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Aug.  24th  and  30  on  Rhymney 
Galley  Ridgeway  Footpath,  Caerphilly  on  Sept.  2nd;  in  BRECON  Numbers  still  appear  to  be 
iepressed  with  36  males  found  on  territory  during  the  MOD  count  on  Epynt  in  late  May,  and 
wo  territories  at  Battle  Hill  compared  with  8  there  3-4  years  ago.  In  the  north  of  the  county,  1 1 
nales  were  found  at  usual  sites  in  June/early  July,  and  22  south  of  Epynt;  the  first  arrival  on  the 
Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  was  on  Apr.  16th,  with  a  total  of  32  between  this  date  and  May 
fh,  max  8  on  Apr.  24th. 

VIEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA  UN 

rC)  A  widespread  and  numerous  breeding  species,  especially  on  moorland.  Winter  visitor  and 
passage  migrant.  Most  breeding  birds  are  summer  visitors. 

Breeding  season  counts  from  E.  GLAMORGAN  included  24  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  58  in  4 
squares  around  Pentre,  and  20+  males  at  Flagpole  Hill  nr  Llanwonno. 

lumbers  in  BRECON  during  the  breeding  season  have  not  recovered  to  the  levels  of  the 
1990’s:  for  example,  262  pairs  found  on  the  MOD  count  Epynt,  45  at  Bronffynon,  14  at  Comin 
jGefn-poeth,  17  at  Comin-y-Garth,  20  at  Pantyllyn  and  5  at  the  Twmpath.  Further  south,  53 
erritories  were  found  on  Mynydd  Aberyscir  and  51  between  Battle  Hill  and  Cefn  Bach.  68 
erritories  Skomer,  PEMBROKE.  At  least  53  males  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON 
vith  many  freshly  fledged  young  seen,  suggesting  good  productivity. 

Peak  passage:  107  W  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Oct.  8th;  1 10  at  Gileston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
Act.  31st;  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  230E  on  Mar.  12th,  280W  on  the  17th  and  200W  on  Sept. 
24th;  100+  on  Garreg  Fawr,  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  4th;  1 16  at  Carmel  Head. 
ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  26th  and  1 10  at  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  Sept.  2nd.  Monthly  maximum  counts 
:>n  Bardsey: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct 


17 


76 


365 


278 


56 


62 


27 


80 


120 


10 


'  Large  winter  and  autumn  counts  from  E.  GLAMORGAN  included:  100+  were  at  Cwmbach  on 
Mar.  26th,  180  at  Lock’s  Common  on  Sept.  24lh,  100+  at  Nash  Point  on  Sept.  29th,  100  at  Cors 
Lrychydd  Reen  on  Oct.  5th,  325  at  Lavernock  Point  and  403  on  Flat  Holm  on  Oct.  12lh. 
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ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRA1G 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  of  rocky ?  coastlines  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Flint  and  Gwent. 
Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

31  males  were  counted  around  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  the  summer,  though  only  one  nest 
was  found.  14  were  ringed  on  Bardsey  during  October.  Bardsey  recorded  large  arrivals  of  birds 
in  September  and  October  with  up  to  35  birds  seen  on  the  beaches  here.  There  were  46  at  Red 
Wharf  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  5th. 

Individuals  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  were  seen  at:  Penclawdd  Sewage  Works, 
GOWER  Mar.  8th,  10th  &  24th  and  at  Castell-Du  Mar.  9th  &  13th.  A  summer  plumaged  bird  was 
seen  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  15th. 

According  to  Svensson,  Alstrome  and  Mild,  littoralis  cannot  be  separated  in  autumn  from  the 

tF» 

nominate  form.  However  there  was  a  large  arrival  of  large  “Rock  Pipits”  on  Bardsey,  Oct.  4 
to  17th,  peaking  at  20  on  12th.  Some  of  these  were  caught  and  ringed  and  subsequently  over¬ 
wintered,  then  moulted  into  individuals  of  littoralis. 

2002:  additonal  record  of  2  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Apr.  22nd. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y DWR 

(A)  A  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  mainly  recorded  in  coastal  areas  but  also,  less 
frequently,  inland.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GWENT:  at  least  6  at  Sluice  Farm  Mar.  22nd  -  24th 
and  singles  at  St.  Brides  on  the  25th  and  at  NWR  Goldcliff  on  the  28th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at 
River  Ogmore  on  Jan.  3rd  -  15th,  at  Lavernock  on  Sept.  19th  and  on  the  River  Ogmore  on  4  dates 
between  Nov.  15lh  -  Dec.  28th;  in  GOWER:  at  Wemffrwd  on  Feb.  23rd,  at  Penclawdd  Sewage 
Works  Feb.  23ld  -  Apr.  10th,  ones  /  twos,  but  5  on  Apr.  6th.  3  at  Vernal  Ganol  on  Feb.  25th,  one 
at  Crymlyn  Bog  on  the  28th,  2  at  Vernal  Ganol  on  Nov.  8th,  at  Pontardulais  &  Castel  Du  on  the 
9th,  1 1th  &  17th,  2  at  Gwynfaen  /  Loughor  on  Nov.  23rd  &  Dec.  3rd.  Singles  there  Dec.  17th,  18th 
&  30lh.  Penclawdd  SW  Dec.  17th,  2  on  the  31st  and  3  at  Dalton’s  Point  on  the  31st;  in 
PEMBROKE  3  at  Newgale  campsite  on  Jan.  26th,  a  single  there  on  Nov.  20th  and  at  Nevem 
Est.  on  Dec.  6lh.  In  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Tanybwlch,  near  Aberystwyth  from  2003  to  Mar. 
16th  and  again  on  Dec.  14lh  &  19th.  One  at  Ynyshir  Jan.  20th,  2  on  Oct.  31st  and  4  on  Nov.  12th. 
One  at  Cors  Caron  on  Mar.  28th  and  2  on  Apr.  6th,  3  on  Nov.  28th  and  4  on  Dec.  5th.  Seen  at 
Aber  Clettwr  on  the  Dyfi  Est.  January  -  Apr.  18th  with  max  of  at  least  13  on  Mar.  18th,  4  there 
on  Nov.  13th  and  3  on  Dec.  4th. 

On  Apr.  4th  one  was  seen  at  Scethrog,  BRECON  and  one  coming  into  summer  plumage  was 
found  at  Llangasty  on  14th  -  15lh.  There  were  singles  at  the  MEIRIONNYDD  end  of  the  Cob  at 
Porthmadog  on  Feb.  7th  -  8th,  Mar.  6th  -  7th  &  Apr.  3rd,  when  in  full  summer  plumage.  In  the! 
second  winter  period  there  were  two  here  on  Dec.  30  . 

In  CAERNARFON  there  was  one  at  Foryd  on  Feb.  21st  and  one  at  Caerhun  church  on  Mar. 
18th.  In  the  second  winter  period  one  was  at  Conwy  RSPB  and  the  adjacent  saltmarsh  from 
Nov.  24th  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  there  was  one  at  Black  Rock  Sands  on  Nov.  29th. 

On  ANGLESEY  there  was  one  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Jan.  28th  &  Mar.  2nd,  and  in  the  second 
winter  period  one  was  recorded  here  on  Oct.  23ld,  Nov.  5th,  16th  &  29th  and  Dec.  19th. 

Overall  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  10  27  11  1  1  17  21 
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BELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  /Java 
B)  A  summer  visitor,  marked  recent  decline  in  breeding  numbers. 

"here  was  an  extremely  early  report  at  Llan/Lis  Res.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb 
breakdown  of  non-breeding  individuals  recorded  in  each  county: 


SIGLEN  FELEN 
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'  jWENT 
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rhe  large  August  totals  included:  22  at  NWR  Goldclift,  GWENT  on  the  25th  and  25  at  Collister 
3ill  on  "the  30th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  included  6  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  the  24th,  a  flock  of  16 
lying  southeast  over  Nottage  -  Porthcawl  on  the  26th,  7  at  Sker  Farm  on  the  26th  and  20  at 
Bumney  Great  Wharf  on  the  30th.  In  BRECON  30  at  Glasbury,  BRECON  on  Aug.  6th  and  44  at 
Nangasty  on  30th. 

Breeding  records  were:  in  GWENT  at  Dingestow,  Llanllowell,  Llanfair  Kilgeddin,  Llandenny 
ind  singles  at  Trelleck  Grange  and  near  Abergavenny.  In  BRECON,  this  species  continues  to 
decline  as  a  breeding  species  with  only  15  territories  located:  Llyswen  to  Ffordd  Fawr  (9), 
Llangorse  (3),  Pencelli  (1),  Courtyplyfyn  (1  in  crops)  and  at  Ffostyll  (1  in  peas);  2  prs.  at 
Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  and  a  pair  at  Wernllwyd. 


Single  Blue-headed  Wagtails,  of  the  rac q  flava,  were:  at  St.  Donats,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept. 
3rd;  at  Llangasty,  BRECON  on  Aug.  31st;  singles  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  May  6th 
4 and  16th  -  17th. 

Grey-headed  Wagtail  M.  /  thunbergi ,  one  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  May  6th. 


GREY  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  cinerea  SI  GLEN  L  WYD 

j  (C)  Locallv  common  breeding  resident,  mainly  along  fast-flowing  streams  in  all  counties  of 
Wales.  Most  move  away  from  hills  in  the  autumn  and  either  emigrate  or  frequent  sites  on  lower 
ground. 

Bred  at:  21-25  sites  in  GWENT,  including  at  11  sites  on  the  Monnow;  at  23  sites  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN,  at  10  sites  in  GOWER,  at  10  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  at  6  in 
'  CAERNARFON  and  at  21  sites  on  ANGLESEY. 

There  were  22  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  5th  with  15  here  on  the  6th  and  21  on  the 

29th. 

j 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

I  (C)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  many  habitats.  Autumn  passage  migrant 
^  and  winter  visitor.  The  continental  race,  White  Wagtail,  M.a.  alba,  is  a  regular  passage 
migrant,  occasionally  breeding. 

Records  of  the  nominate  race.  White  Wagtail  ( Motacilla  a.  alba )  included:  1-2  at  NWR, 
GWENT  Apr.  1 1th  -  23rd  &  May  6th  -  7th,  one  at  Sluice  Farm  Apr.  1 8th,  3  at  Castleton  and  2  at 
«  Michaelstone-y-Fedw  on  Apr.  28th.  In  autumn  1-2  at  NWR  on  Aug.  30th;  twenty  seven  records 
were  received  from  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  April:  3  at  Sker  Farm  &  Point  and  a  pair  at  Llan/Lis 
Res.  on  the  1 1th,  2  at  Llanilid  on  the  13th,  one  at  Kenfig  Dunes  on  the  17th,  2  on  Ogmore  Est  on 
the  18th,  2  males  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  the  18th  and  3  at  Sker  Farm  on  the  23rd.  A  pair  was  at  Sker 
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on  May  2nd,  2  were  at  Sker  Point  on  the  3rd  and  a  male  was  on  Flat  Holm  on  the  18th.  Autumn 
records  included  one  at  The  Red  House  -  Cardiff  Bay  on  Aug.  20  ,  2  at  Monknash  on  Sept. 

1st,  one  at  Bosch  Factory  -  Miskin  on  the  2nd,  2  at  Nash  Point  on  the  5th,  2  imm.  at 
Nantyffyllon-Maesteg  on  the  7  ,  5  at  Nash  Point  on  the  8  ,  at  Ogmore  by  Sea  on  12  and  one 
at  Lavemock  Point  on  the  19th.  The  last  records  comprised  a  high  count  of  30  at  Sker  Farm 
and  3  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Oct.  18th  Oct. 

In  GOWER:  6  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Apr.  16th,  and  17th, -8  on  the  18th  and  4  at  Rhossili  on 
May  2nd;  in  PEMBROKE,  passage  Apr.  2nd  -  May  9th,  max.  6  at  Kilpaison  on  Apr.  13th,  in 
autumn  Aug.  23rd  -  Oct.  30th,  max.  20  at  Kilpaison  Sept.  3rd  and  13  St.  Ann’s  Head  on  the  6th;  ; 
in  CEREDIGION  from  Apr.  10th  -  May  3,d,  most  on  the  coast  with  max  of  7  at  Ynyshir  on  Apr. 
23rd,  2  at  Cors  Caron  on  Apr.  28th;  at  Llangasty,  BRECON  with  12  on  Apr.  17th  -  18th,  1  on  the 
22nd,  with  2  there  on  May  1st  and  1  on  19th.  In  the  autumn,  records  came  from  Brechfa  Pool, 
with  1  on  Sept.  4th  and  Crai  Reservoir,  with  5  on  the  6th;  one  was  recorded  between 
Penmaenpool  and  Barmouth,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  12th. 

In  CAERNARFON:  The  first  record  was  a  single  on  Bardsey  on  Mar.  24  with  4  at  Fort  Belan 
on  Apr.  24th.  On  return  passage  there  were  four  near  Llyn  Conwy  on  July  18th  and  one  in  Porth 
Meudwy  on  Sept.  6th.  The  last  record  was  one  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  30th,  monthly  maximum 
counts  from  there: 

Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 

1  75  6  1  0  13  77  10 

On  ANGLESEY:  Seen  from  Mar.  7th  up  until  May  30th  at  Cemlyn  with  over  10  seen  on  May 
1st.  There  were  1 1  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Mar.  20th  &  14  here  on  the  21st  and  7  at  Llyn  Alaw  on 
Mar.  26  .  On  return  passage  there  were  15  near  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  Sept.  5  and  one  at 
Malltraeth  on  the  18th;  one  at  Rhos-on-Sea.  DENBIGH  on  Mar.  24th. 

Large  flocks  /  roosts  of  Pied  Wagtail  ( M.a.yarrelh )  included:  400-500  at  Waitrose  car  park, 
Abergavenny,  GWENT  in  December;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  233  were  at  Lletty  Brongu 
Sewage  Works  on  Jan.  7  ,  400  at  roost  at  Rockwool  Factory  -  nr  Pencoed  on  Jan.  27  and  500+ 
at  Mid  Glamorgan  Hospital  roost  on  Mar.  7th,  187  on  Flat  Holm  on  Oct.  12th,  100+  at  Queen 
Street,  Cardiff  roost  on  Dec.  14th. 

100  feeding  at  Brecon  Sewage  works,  BRECON  on  Jan.  2nd  and  150+  in  a  reedbed  roost  at 
Llangasty  Feb.  5  .  The  MOD  Bird  Count  identified  24  territories  in  late  May.  Numbers  built  up 
to  a  max.  120  at  Brecon  sewerage  works  on  Dec.  27  .  Elsewhere,  an  autumn  roost  at  Llangorse 
Common  held  at  least  150  birds  from  early  September,  peaking  at  200+  on  Dec.  29  ;  six  pairs 
nested  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  producing  31  young  from  nine  broods. 

WAXWING  Bomby  cilia  garrulu  CYNFFON  SID  AN 

(A)  An  irruptive  winter  visitor  from  Northern  Scandinavia  and  north-east  Europe;  occurs 
erratically  in  Wales  in  small  numbers,  most  usually  in  years  of  major  irruption  in  eastern 
England. 

An  unprecedented  influx  of  this  species  into  northern  Britain  from  October  took  until  late 
November  -  December  to  reach  Wales.  The  second  winter  period  saw  the  beginning  of  an 
unprecedented  invasion  of  these  welcome  visitors  from  Scandinavia.  All  records  were:  in 
GWENT:  one  at  Rogerstone  Jan.  4th  -  12th,  up  to  8  in  the  Wykesham  area  Dec.  20th  -  30th  and  2 
at  Magor  on  Dec.  24th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  flocks  arrived  in  December,  the  first  were  20  at 
Penywaun  -  Aberdare  from  24th  -  30th  and  12  at  Trelewis  from  24th  to  3fl.  Then  26  at 
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Jantrisant  on  the  26th,  26  in  the  Princess  of  Wales  Hospital  -  Bridgend  area  on  27lh,  23  were 
loted  at  Miskin  from  27th  to  28th,  8  on  the  central  reservation  of  the  A48  dual  carriageway  at 
foychurch  -  Bridgend  on  27th,  23  on  the  Broadlands  Estate,  Bridgend  on  28th  and  28  at  Tesco 
Superstore  -  Aberdare  on  31s1. 

Dne  at  Ynysmeudy,  GOWER  on  Nov.  15th  &  18lh;  8  at  Nebo,  CEREDIGION  on  Dec.  26th;  24 
it  Brecon  on  Dec.  19th,  numbers  increased  to  42  by  Christmas  Eve  and  peaked  at  57  on  28th, 
an  the  31st,  48  were  still  present;  8  at  Newbridge  on  Wye,  RADNOR  on  Nov.  21st,  50  at 
Presteigne  Dec.  27th  -  31st  and  3  at  Glasbury  on  Dec.  7th;  in  MONTGOMERY:  23  at  Ardlleen 
an  Dec.  10th,  12  at  Welshpool  on  the  19th,  38  at  Newtown  on  the  23rd,  and  an  estimate  of  200 
in  the  Welshpool  area  during  the  2004/5  winter;  in  CAERNARFON:  there  were  6  at  Ysgol 
Blessed  William  Davies,  Llandudno  on  Oct.  13th,  two  at  Porth  Meudwy  on  the  29th  and  two 
flew  N  over  Conwy  RSPB  on  the  30th.  There  were  5  in  a  Caernarfon  garden  on  Nov.  9th  and  4 
at  another  site  in  Caernarfon  on  Dec.  9th  -  10th  and  one  here  on  the  18lh  -19th.  The  largest 
numbers  were  recorded  at  Bangor,  where  there  were  12  at  the  Maes  Glas  sports  centre  on  Nov. 

'  19th,  15  on  the  20th,  5  on  the  22nd  and  5  on  the  23rd  and  22  at  the  Roman  Camp  on  Nov.  29th. 
One  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  23rd  was  only  the  second  record  for  the  island. 

In  DENBIGH:  one  at  Abergele  on  Nov.  21st,  12  at  Rhuthin  on  Dec.  3rd,  increased  to  21  by  the 

i  6th,  then  to  100  by  the  12th  and  150  on  19th  but  dropping  down  to  a  max.  of  43  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  Other  flocks  included  16  at  Denbigh  on  Dec.  18th,  27  there  on  the  19th.  In  FLINT  6  at 
Rhyl  on  Dec.  1 1th,  8  in  the  NW  of  the  county  on  the  12th,  2  at  Mold  on  the  23,d  with  105  there 
the  following  day,  50  at  Buckley  on  the  27th,  30  at  Prestatyn  on  the  27th,  23  at  C  onnah  s  Quay 

;  on  the  29th,  120  at  Ewloe  on  the  29th,  100  on  the  30th  but  only  2  on  the  following  day  and  2  at 

L  Gwaenysgor  on  the  31st. 

i  DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y DWR 

(C)  Common  resident  of  fast  flowing  streams,  particularly  in  hill  areas.  In  winter  some 
individuals  move  into  the  lowlands  and  also  make  use  of  estuaries,  rocky >  coasts  and  lake  edges. 
No  overall  census  but:  bred  at  31  sites  in  GWENT  including  at  7  sites  on  the  Monnow,  5  on  the 
Honddu,  10  on  Grwyne  Fawr;  bred  23  sites  (and  present  at  a  further  16)  in  E.  GLAMORGAN; 
at  12  sites  in  GOWER,  and  present  at  9  other  locations;  bred  at  3  sites  in  MONTGOMERY; 
bred  or  were  present  at  9  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD  and  at  28  sites  in  CAERNARFON. 

In  BRECON,  19  pairs  were  located  in  the  Grwyne  Fawr/Fechan  system  compared  with  37  in 
1989.  A  pollution  incident  there  during  bridge  repairs  at  Pont  Newydd  that  led  to  invertebrate 
and  fish  mortality  resulted  in  only  1  pair  downstream  where  previously  there  had  been  4.  Four 
territories  were  identified  on  the  Wye  between  Brynwem  and  Builth  Wells  when  in  the  1980  s 
there  had  been  8.  4  territories  found  on  the  MOD  Bird  Count  was  about  average.  The  species  is 
apparently  now  absent  from  Llangefni  Dingle,  ANGLESEY  owing  to  development  near  the 
nest  site.  Thus  possibly  not  now  breeding  on  Anglesey  for  the  first  time  in  many  years. 

1  WREN  Troglodytes  trogloydtes  DRYW 

(C)  Abundant  resident,  found  from  sea-level  to  3,000ft. 

44  territories  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  the  lowest  breeding  figure  since  1991  and  74  apparent 
territories  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  down  from  85  in  2003  and  122  in  2001. 

Large  counts  included:  26  singing  birds  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  June  7l  ;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  25  were  noted  at  Bute  Park  -  Cardiff  on  Apr.  3rd,  32  at  Fforest  Fawr, 
Tongwynlais  on  Apr.  15th,  26  at  Leckwith,  Cardiff  on  Apr.  25th,  115  singing  males  at 
Ystrad/Llwynypia;  38  singing  males  on  a  3km  stretch  of  River  Clydach,  Bryncoch  to  Longford, 
GOWER. 
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DUNNOCK  Prunella  modularis  LLYWD  Y  GWRYCH 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  resident.  Passage  migrant  and  possible  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
The  highest  counts  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  were  28  were  noted  at  Bute  Park  -  Cardiff  on  Mar. 
28th,  20+  at  Llanilid  on  Apr.  1 1th,  31  songsters  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia  and  48  males  in  a  survey  of 
the  Treorchy/Pentre  area.  17  territories  Skomer,  PEMBROKE,  150  estimated  there  on  Oct.  18lh. 


ROBIN  Erithacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  resident  in  all  counties  and  a  passage  migrant. 

Skomer’s,  PEMBROKE,  first  autumn  arrival  was  on  Aug.  7th,  building  up  to  50  by  Sept.  10th 
and  100  by  Oct.  17th.  A  SE  gale  on  Oct.  28th  bought  a  fall  of  birds  estimated  at  200  and  by  the 
29th  -  30th  300  were  present,  numbers  then  dropped  to  50  in  mid  November  and  30  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  None  nested  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  this  year  for  the  first  time  since  1992. 
The  highest  counts  here  were  22  on  Sept.  5lh,  23  on  Oct.  12th  and  36  on  the  19lh. 

Counts  of  singing  males  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  included  124  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  30+  at 
Llanilid  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  27  at  Fforest  Fawr,  Tongwynlais  on  Apr.  15th. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megarhynchos  EOS 

(A)  Rare  summer  migrant 

Singles  at  North  valley,  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  May  12th  and  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON 
on  Sept.  5th. 

BLUETHROAT  Luscinia  svecica  BRONLAS 

(A)  Rare  and  irregular  passage  migrant. 

There  was  a  male  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  May  14th. 

Correction  to  last  year’s  report  a  male,  red-spotted,  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  May  15th  2001. 


BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

(C)  Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Breakdown  of  records  (minima)  by  month  for  each  county: 
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Influx  noted  in  PEMBROKE  in  late  October,  mainly  from  the  28th  -  31st,  including  15  at  Dale 
on  the  28th  and  13  on  Skomer  on  the  29th. 

Inland:  males  were  reported  from  Llangasty,  BRECON  on  Oct.  31st  and  at  Dolgoch  on  the 
CEREDIGION  border  on  Nov.  4th. 
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REDSTART  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

(C)  A  numerous  breeding  species  in  deciduous  woodland  and  ffridd  in  many  parts  of  upland 
Wales.  Locally  common  elsewhere;  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  Pembroke. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  9th 

Newcastle 

Oct.  3rd 

Goldcliff 

E.  GLAM. 

Apr.  2nd 

Ruperra 

Oct.  18th 

Llanilid 

GOWER 

PEMB. 

Apr.  3rd 

Apr.  21st 

2  at  Lliw  Res. 

Skomer 

Nov.  5th 

Caldey 

CERE. 

BRECON 

Apr.  4th 

Apr.  9th 

Cnwch  Coch 

Penywem 

Oct.  2nd 

Cefnbrith 

MEIRI. 

Apr.  27th 

Aherdyfi 

Sept.  5th 

Dduallt  station 

CAERN. 

Apr.  15th 

3  at  Llanberis 

Oct.  13th 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

May  1st 

Penmon  Point 

Sept.  10th 

South  Stack 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN  there  were  17  singing  males  at  Parc  Taf  Bargoed,  Bedlinog,  9  at 
Penderyn,  5  at  Caerau,  Maesteg  and  at  least  6  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  double  last  year’s  figure.  62 
prs.  at  MOD  Sennybridge,  BRECON. 


WHINCHAT  Saxico/a 

rubetra 

CREC  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  Summer  breeding  visitor;  now  predominately  a  species  of  upland  areas. 

Declining. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  18th 

2  at  Corns  Llanwem  &  at  West  Pill 

Sept.  24th 

West  Pill 

)  E.  GLAM. 

Apr.  24th 

Lamby  Way  &  Mynydd  Merthyr 

Nov.  13th 

Llanilid 

GOWER 

Mar.  2nd 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Oct.  9th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

)  PEMB. 

May  1st 

Skomer  and  Ramsey 

Sept.  20th 

Porthgain 

f!  CERE. 

Apr.  26th 

Cwmsychbant 

BRECON 

Apr.  23rd 

Glasfynydd  Forest 

Sept.  18th 

2  at  Y  Gors,  Trecastle 

*  MONT. 

Apr.  30th 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRI. 

May  10th 

Cadair  Idris 

Oct.  30th 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

Apr.  24th 

Great  Orme 

Oct.  29th 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

May  6th 

Cenrlyn 

Sept.  9th 

Mynydd  Bodafon 

1  DENB. 

May  3  rd 

Fenn’s  Whixall 

Breeding  confirmed  at  ten  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  including  Ogmore  Valley  (5),  Cwm  Du 
Troedyrhiw  (4)  and  Ystrad/Llwynypia  (2).  In  BRECON,  MOD  Bird  Count,  Epynt  (42), 
Bronffynon  (11),  Waun  Rydd  (3),  Comin  Coch  (3),  Cwm  Chwetru/Lan  Ganol  (3),  Trembyd 
north  flank  (5),  Penrhos,  Llanwrthwl  (3),  Waun  Hirwaun/Blaen  Gwenddwr  (5),  Rhome/Llyn 
Dwr  (6-8)  and  at  Forest  Lodge  clearfell  6  family  parties  were  active  in  mid-June.  Breeding 
pairs  were  noted  at  a  further  nine  localities.  5-6  prs  at  Llangynog  and  5-6  prs  at  Cwm  Nant  yr 
Eira,  MONTGOMERY. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  locally  common  in  coastal  areas  and  thinly  distributed  inland.  Numbers 
regularly  reduced  after  hard  winters.  Increasing. 

Bred  at  5  sites  in  GWENT;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  breeding  was  confirmed  at  twelve  sites, 
including  9  prs.  Ystrad/Llwynypia;  bred  at  36  locations  in  GOWER.  The  largest  counts  were  ot 
17  at  Margam  Moors  on  July  1 1th,  26+  at  Clyne  Common  on  Aug.  5  .13  territories  on  Ramsey, 
PEMBROKE,  maximum  seen  on  Skomer  was  20  on  July  28th. 
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The  rapid  expansion  of  this  species  continues  in  BRECON  with  31  territories  logged  on  Epynt, 
47  in  south  and  38  in  north  Breconshire.  A  good  breeding  season  was  enjoyed,  with  post¬ 
breeding  max.  of  20  at  Cefn  Moel  on  Aug.  26th  and  at  Llandefalle  Hill  on  Sept.  4th. 

In  MONTGOMERY,  3-4  prs  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  2-3  prs  at  Llangynog  and  3  prs  at 
Glaslyn.  A  common  breeding  bird  at  Aberdyfi  and  Tywyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  with  at  least  8 
pairs  on  the  golf  links  and  Penllyn  and  4  in  gorse  by  the  Broadwater.  There  were  10  at  Harlech 
Point  on  Apr.  1 1th. 

In  CAERNARFON:  breeding  was  recorded  at  two  locations  along  Lon  Eifion,  at  Llanllyfni 
embankment  and  S  of  Graianog  crossing,  and  a  pair  bred  at  Clogwyn,  Nantmor.  There  were  6 
pairs  in  the  Anafon  Valley  and  two  family  parties  were  seen  near  Capel  Curig  on  Sept.  7  . 
Seven  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  fledging  62  young  with  the  overall  productivity  8.86  chicks  per 
pair.  This  is  the  third  best  season  ever  on  the  island.  Numbers  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  22  on  Aug. 
24th  and  26  on  Oct.  12th. 

On  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni  (at  least  two  pairs),  5  breeding  pairs  were 
seen  at  Cemlyn  at  least  two  pairs  at  the  Braint  estuary  and  at  least  one  pair  at  Point  Lynas,  with 
9  juveniles  seen  here  on  Aug.  4th.  There  were  19  at  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  15lh,  1 1  at  Carmel 
Head  on  Sept.  9th  and  10  at  The  Range  on  May  5th. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

(C)  Summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Locally  common,  favouring  upland  areas  with  sheep-  ( 
grazed  turf 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  17th 

2  at  Uskmouth 

Oct.  17th 

2  at  Peterstone  W 

E.  GLAM. 

Mar.  9th 

Nov.  1st 

Sker  Point 

GOWER 

Mar.  17th 

4  at  Port  Talbot  Harbour 

Oct.  28th 

Wemhalog 

PEMB. 

Mar.  13th 

St.  David’s  airfield 

Oct.  20th 

Poppit 

CERE. 

Mar.  15th 

Tanybwlch 

Oct.  25th 

Tanybwlch 

BRECON 

Mar.  22nd 

Pantyllyn 

Oct.  7th 

Brechfa  Common 

MONT. 

Mar.  23rd 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRE 

Mar.  21st 

3  at  Tonfanau 

Oct.  12th 

2  at  Aberdysynni 

CAERN. 

Mar.  13th 

Bardsey,  2 

Oct.  24th 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Mar.  17th 

Cemlyn,  2 

Nov.  2nd 

Soldier’s  Point 

DENB. 

Mar.  21st 

2  at  Llyn  Brenig 

Oct.  30th 

Llyn  Brenig 

61  at  Margam  Moors,  on  GOWER  on  May  2  .  There  were  a  max  of  30  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  during  the  1st  wek  of  May,  17  pairs  bred  on  the  island,  76  territories  on  Ramsey. 
In  BRECON  at  least  46  territories  were  identified  in  the  west  of  the  county  on  parts  of  the 
Cnewr  Estate:  Penwyllt  (7),  north  Pantmawr  (8),  Fan  Ghyriych  (7+),  Fan  Bwlch  Chwyth  (5), 
Fan  Nedd  (4))  and  under  the  Fan  Hir  scarp  (15).  Number  of  juveniles  counted  in  these  areas 
was  particularly  high  during  August  with  most  pairs  having  three  young  in  attendance. 
Elsewhere,  a  continued  decline  of  pairs  breeding  on  Epynt  was  noted  with  only  22  territories 
logged  on  the  Bird  Count,  whereas  8  pairs  reared  at  least  24  young  successfully  on  the  hills  to 
the  south-east  of  the  Range.  There  were  30-40  along  dunes  between  Aberdyfi  golf  links  and 
Penllyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  6th.  The  highest  counts  on  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON 
were  210  counted  during  a  circular  walk  on  Apr.  18  and  150+  on  the  24  .  Four  pairs  bred  on 
Bardsey,  fledging  1 7  young. 
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Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race  leucohoa  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at 
Cardiff  Foreshore  on  Apr.  30th,  at  Sker  Farm  on  May  2nd,  at  Maesteg  Cemetery  on  May  2nd,  at 
Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  May  3rd  and  at  Blaengarw  on  May  10th;  a  single  at  Llangorse, 
BRECON  on  May  2nd  and  14  at  Gors  Llwyn  on  the  7th.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  up  to  42 
on  Apr.  12th  and  63  on  the  14th,  were  mostly  of  this  race.  From  Apr.  24lh  to  the  month’s  end, 
there  were  daily  records  of  between  20  and  126,  all  birds  belonging  to  this  race.  Elsewhere  two 
birds  showing  characteristics  of  this  race  at  Braich  y  Pwll  on  Apr.  23ld.  The  Bocks  mentioned 
above  on  the  Great  Orme  on  Apr.  18lh  &  24th  contained  many  birds  of  this  race.  In  the  autumn 
Bardsey  recorded  27  on  Sept.  8th. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

(B)  Summer  visitor  breeding  in  the  uplands  in  decreasing  numbers;  passage  migrant. 

All  the  breeding  information  received  was:  a  pair  at  Trefil,  GWENT.  No  records  trom  breeding 
areas  of  CEREDIGION.  In  BRECON:  at  least  one  male  and  two  females  were  present  at  Craig 
>  Cerrig  Gleisiad  on  Apr.  10th,  and  alarm  calls  heard  there  in  July  indicated  successful  breeding. 
Although  all  traditional  sites  were  not  monitored,  3-4  singing  males  at  Craig  Cwm-du  on  July 
10th  were  considered  territorial.  Encouraging  observations  made  outside  passage  periods  at  tour 
former  sites  elsewhere  on  Fforest  Fawr  indicated  possible  breeding.  3  males  on  territory  at 
Llangynog,  MONTGOMERY  in  May.  In  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  was  a  male  at  Cwm 
Penanner  on  May  1st,  a  male  on  Craig  yr  Ysfa  on  the  7th,  one  singing  above  Coed  Crafnant  on 
the  8th,  a  pair  on  Cadair  Idris  on  9th,  a  male  on  Moel  Ysgyfamogod  on  the  17th,  5  singing  males 
;  on  Arenig  Fawr,  a  pair  on  Rhinog  Fach  and  a  pair  at  Pistyll  Gwyn,  Llanymawddwy  .  Pairs  were 
recorded  at  Trawsfynydd  and  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd.  A  female  was  alarm  calling  at  Pared  y  Cefn 
Hir  by  Cregennen  Lakes  on  July  6th.  The  last  record  was  one  on  Aran  Benllyn  on  Sept.  2nd.  In 
i  CAERNARFON:  there  was  a  singing  male  at  Carreg  y  Gath,  Rhiwlas  on  Apr.  4th,  3  in  Nant 
Ffrancon  on  the  6th  with  a  female  here  on  May  4th,  a  male  on  Moel  Tryfan  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  a 
singing  male  near  Llyn  Cowlyd  on  the  26lh,  one  near  Aber  Falls  on  May  1st  and  single  males 
also  seen  on  Craig  yr  Ysfa  and  Camedd  Llywelyn  on  May  7th.  There  were  two  pairs  in  BBS 
square  SH6257  in  Nant  Peris  with  2  in  Nant  Peris  on  May  29th,  a  single  on  Foel  Lwyd, 
Llanfairfechan,  a  pair  near  Clogwynyreryr,  a  pair  below  Foel  Lwyn  and  a  pair  in  Cwm  Trwsgl. 
There  were  five  birds  (3  males,  2  females)  in  the  Anafon  valley  on  May  2nd,  with  one  here  on 
the  17th  and  a  male  collecting  food  on  the  20lh,  a  male  on  Camedd  Dafydd  on  the  23rd,  one  at 
Clogwyn  Du'r  Arddu  on  the  26th  with  two  singing  here  on  June  3rd,  three  singing  males  at 
Matilda  Slag  Heap  near  Deiniolen,  a  male  at  the  Penrhyn  Quarry  tips  on  May  26th  and  one  on 
Moel  y  Dyniewyd,  Nantmor  on  the  27th.  2  at  the  Horse-shoe  Pass,  DENBIGH  on  May  9th.  3  at 
Cilcain,  FLINT  on  Apr.  8th. 

Recorded  on  spring  passage  (singles  unless  stated):  at  Cwm  Nant-y-Moel,  E.  GLAMORGAN 
on  June  17th;  at  Worm’s  Head,  GOWER  on  May  2nd;  in  PEMBROKE:  an  adult  female  on 
Skomer  Apr.  16th  &  21st  and  May  2nd  -  3rd,  2  males  on  Ramsey  on  Apr.  18th,  a  male  at  Marloes 
1  Mere  on  Apr.  25th,  and  an  unsexed  bird  Skokholm  on  May  29th;  at  Trisant,  CEREDIGION  on 
Apr.  25th- 

In  CAERNARFON:  The  earliest  records  were  of  two  on  Pen  yr  Ole  Wen  on  Mar.  30th  and  a 
male  at  Llanberis  on  Apr.  1st.  Migrants  on  the  Great  Orme  were  a  female  on  Apr.  1 1th,  a  male 
on  the  16th,  a  pair  and  at  least  one  other  male  on  the  18th,  a  male  on  the  24th  and  a  temale  on 
Apr.  30th  -  May  1st,  with  males  on  Bardsey  on  Apr.  11th  and  15th.  The  earliest  record  on 
ANGLESEY  was  at  South  Stack  on  Mar.  26th,  with  two  here  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  one  at  Holyhead 
Breakwater  CP  on  Apr.  8th. 


368 


In  autumn  records  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  2  males  at  Mynydd  Caerau,  Maesteg  on 
Sept.  3rd,  6  at  Craig  Walter  on  Oct.  6th  (where  one  was  predated  by  a  peregrine)  and  4  there  on 
the  9th  and  2  at  Blaengarw  on  Oct.  1 1th;  at  Lower  Lliw  Res.,  GOWER  on  Oct.  29th;  a  female  on 
Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  31st;  4  in  Cwm  Pysgotwr,  CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  3rd;  5-6  birds 
were  encountered  in  a  mixed  thrush  flock  of  six  species  at  Crai  Reservoir,  BRECON  on  Oct.  8th 
and  a  single  was  at  Penrhos,  Llanwrthwl  on  Oct.  14th;  3  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct. 
23rd,  one  at  Porth  Meudwy  on  Oct.  29th  -  30lh  and  the  last  record  one  on  Bardsey  on  Nov.  9lh;  at 
South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  29th. 

2003:  additional  record  in  CAERNARFON,  one  near  Pen-y-gwryd  on  Sept.  23rd. 

BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

(D)  Abundant  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Large  counts  included:  1,000+  in  the  Aberdaron  area,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  29th.  The  main 
autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  began  on  Oct.  8lh,  with  max  of  1 50  in  late  October  and  122  on  Nov. 
9th.  At  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  E.  GLAMORGAN  70  singing  males  were  present  during  the 
breeding  season,  comparable  to  previous  years. 

FIELDFARE  Turdus  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

(C)  A  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  variable  numbers;  usually  abundant. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  12th 

103  at  Llandegfedd  Res. 

Oct.  5th 

Llandevaud 

E.  GLAM. 

May  2nd 

2  at  Kenfig 

Oct.  6th 

2  at  Caerau,  Maesteg 
Nantyffyllon,  Maesteg 

PEMB. 

CERE. 

Apr.  15th 
Apr.  12th 

1 8  at  Mynachlogddu 

Oct.  9th 

Oct.  8th 

12  at  Letterston 

BRECON 

Apr.  10th 

8  at  Usk 

Sept.  25th 

7  at  Cynala 

CAERN. 

Apr.  24th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  8th 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  12th 

35  at  The  Range 

Oct.  8th 

Carmel  Head  &  The  Range 

Notable  counts:  in  GWENT  200  at  Llanllowell  on  Jan.  11th,  250  at  Nash  on  Feb.  1st,  200  at 
Uskmouth  on  the  2nd  and  350  at  Skirrid  Fach  on  the  9th.  250  at  Uskmouth  on  Nov.  27th,  250  at 
Llandevaud  on  Dec.  5th  and  200+  at  Chepstow  on  the  29th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  included: 
450+  at  Tythegston  Village  on  Jan.  19th,  500+  at  Candleston  on  Feb.  28th  and  350  at  Merthyr 
Mawr  on  Mar.  5th.  Significant  numbers  in  the  second  winter  period  were  recorded  at 
Lavemock,  with  300  on  Oct.  25th,  789  on  the  30th  and  350  on  the  31sl.  220  at  Llanederyn, 
Cardiff  on  Oct.  31st  and  300  at  Kenfig  on  Nov.  6th;  150  over  Pelenna  Forest,  Tonmawr, 
GOWER  on  Feb.  1 5th,  200  Taibach  on  Dec.  24th. 

In  PEMBROKE:  150  flew  east  over  Skomer  on  Oct.  9th.  The  largest  winter  flocks  were  of  200+ 

i.L 

at  Mathry  on  Jan.  24  and  several  hundred  birds  on  the  Marloes  peninsula,  after  heavy  snow  in 
North  Pembrokeshire  on  Nov.  28th.  In  BRECON:  200  at  Glasbury  on  Jan.  2nd,  and  250  flying 
east  in  snowfall  over  Brecon  on  the  14th.  Spring  passage  flocks  included  1 10  at  Llangoed  on 
Mar.  25th  and  150  to  roost  overnight  at  Battle  Hill  the  next  day.  1,000+  at  Crai  Reservoir  on 
Oct.  17th.  The  main  movement  was  noted  between  Nov.  10th  and  23,d  as  follows:  500  at 
Penrhos,  Llanwrthwl  on  1 1th,  100  at  both  Crai  and  Llangasty  and  500  at  Brechfa  Pool  all  on  the 
14th,  6,000+  before  a  cold  front  at  Cynala  on  18th,  250  to  roost  at  Battle  Hill  on  21st  and  300  at 
both  Ffostyll  and  SE  over  Garthbrengy  on  23rd.  A  flock  of  c.250  flew  E  over  Tonfanau, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Oct.  9th.  500  past  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  9th,  at  least  100  at 
Beddgelert  Forest  on  the  10th  ,  200  -  300  there  on  the  16th,  300+  in  the  Aberdaron  area  on  the 
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29th,  200+  on  the  Little  Orme  on  Nov.  1 1th,  120  S  of  Roewen  on  the  18th,  and  in  December, 
250+  near  Llanbedr-y-cennin  on  the  7th.  449  flew  S  over  Conwy  RSPB  on  the  24lh. 

1,000  passed  through  Llandegfan,  ANGLESEY  in  a  massive  passage  with  Redwing  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  10th,  200  at  Llanfaelog  on  Nov.  8th,  150  at  Brynteg  on  the  12th,  100  roosting  at 
Llyn  Alaw  on  the  1 5th  and  325  at  Mynydd  Parys  on  Dec.  14th. 

SONG  THRUSH  Turdus  philomelos  BRONFRAITH 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  common  resident,  formerly  abundant.  Increasing.  Winter- 
visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

34  songsters  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  92  singing  birds  found  on  the  MOD 
Bird  Count  on  Epynt,  BRECON. 

REDWING  Turdus  iliacus  COCH  DAN-AD  AIN 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  particularly  numerous  in  severe  winters. 
Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  21st 

25  at  Porton 

Oct.  1st 

Ochrwyth 

E.  GLAM. 

Mar.  29th 

3  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia 

Sept.  9th 

2  at  Nantyffylon,  Maesteg 

PEMB. 

May  1st 

Skomer 

Oct.  8th 

Skomer 

CERE. 

Oct.  5th 

BRECON 

Mar.  29th 

Tretower 

Oct.  2nd 

2  at  Bryntywarch 

RADNOR 

May  3rd 

Sept.  17th 

MEIRI. 

Oct.  9th 

c.50  over  Tywyn 

CAERN. 

Apr.  16th 

Bardsey 

Sept.  28th 

4  at  Bangor 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  20th 

Amlwch  Bone 

Oct.  9th 

.  Large  counts  included:  in  GWENT:  100+  at  Caldicot  on  Jan.  27th,  100  near  Ynysfro  Res.  on 
Mar.  12th,  250  at  Gilwem  on  Nov.  23rd,  100  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  the  25th,  500  at  Portonm  on 
Dec.  12th,  150  at  Ynysfro  Res.  and  280  at  Goldcliff  on  the  15th  and  300+  at  Llandevaud  on  the 
28th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  300  at  Aberdare  Park  on  Mar.  7th,  400+  at  Degar  Farm  on  Mar.  1st, 
334  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Oct.  30th,  290  at  Llanedeym,  Cardiff  and  650  at  Ystrad/LLwynypia 
on  Oct.  31st;  450  flying  SE  over  Port  Talbot  Docks,  GOWER  on  Mar.  9th.  2,750  NW  over 
;  Taibach  on  Dec.  24th,  650  on  the  25th  and  500  on  the  27th.  A  flock  of  several  hundred  in  fields 
at  Marloes,  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  28th  and  100  at  Valley  Fach  on  Feb.  15th.  Autumn  passage 
from  Skomer  1 10  on  Oct.  9th  and  102+  going  west  on  Nov.  1 1th  -  12th. 

Numbers  in  BRECON  were  low  in  the  early  year,  with  a  max.  of  100  at  Cynala  on  Mar.  15th. 
Peak  autumn  movement  was  noted  between  Oct.  24th  and  Nov.  21st,  with  the  main  counts  as 
follows:  200  at  Llanwrthwl  on  Oct.  24lh,  100  at  Llangorse  on  the  30th,  250  at  the  Roman  Road, 
Trecastle  on  Nov.  4lh,  2700  to  roost  at  Battle  Hill  on  5th  and  700  there  on  the  21st.  200  near  V 
Gors  on  Christmas  Day  was  the  only  December  flock  of  note. 

In  the  autumn  in  CAERNARFON:  c.1000  in  a  large  SE  movement  at  Carreg  y  Gath,  Rhiwlas 
on  Oct.  10th  and  another  c.1000  on  the  1 1th.  There  were  160  on  Bardsey  on  the  9th.  Other  flocks 
of  100  or  more  were:  1,000+  on  the  Little  Orme  on  Nov.  1 1th,  500+  in  the  Aberdaron  area  on 
Oct.  29th,  140  at  Nant-y-Garth  near  Felinheli  on  Oct.  23rd,  c.  100  roosting  at  Hafod  Lane, 
Bangor  in  October  &  November,  1 10  at  Eithinog  &  Brewery  Fields,  Bangor  on  Nov.  12th. 

On  ANGLESEY:  105  at  Talwm  on  Feb.  21st  was  the  only  large  flock  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year.  In  autumn,  there  was  a  huge  movement  on  Oct.  9lh  &  10th,  with  3,370  past  Penmon  Point 
between  8  a.m.  and  9  a.m.  on  the  9th,  2,260  on  the  10th,  440  on  the  1 1th,  310  on  the  12th  and 
1,440  on  the  27th.  173  came  in  off  the  sea  at  Carmel  Head  on  the  9th.  About  2,000  passed 
through  Llandegfan  in  a  massive  passage  with  Fieldfares  on  the  morning  of  the  10  , 
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presumably  the  same  birds  as  those  seen  at  Penmon,  and  1,000+  were  recorded  at  Ger-y-parc, 
Brynteg.  Other  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  c.  100  at  Carmel  Head  on  Oct.  1 1  and  c.  100  at 
Llyn  Traffwll  on  the  27th. 

MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BRYCH  Y  COED 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident;  many  young  birds  emigrate  in  their  first  autumn. 

Largest  counts  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  30  at  Bargoed  Park  on  Aug.  26  ,  30  at  Kenfig  on 
Sept.  3rd  and  50+  at  Rudry  on  Oct.  27th;  24  at  Craig  y  Bedw,  GOWER  on  June  30th,  30  at 
Llanrhidian  on  Oct.  9th  and  38  over  Margam  Park  on  the  16th;  a  flock  of  c60  at  Cwmystwyth, 
CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  30th.  In  BRECON  18  at  Comin-y-garth  on  June  15th,  20  at  Mynydd 
Illtyd  on  Sept.  2nd  and  56  at  the  Roman  Road  on  the  8th,  and  a  flock  of  16  seen  near  Crai 
Reservoir  on  both  Sept.  19th  &  Oct.  8th.  In  CAERNARFON:  There  were  28  at  Llwyn  Onn,  Tal- 
y-Bont  on  Aug.  3rd,  31  on  the  Oct.  9th  &  13  on  7th.  Elsewhere  there  were  15  at  Carreg  y  Gath, 
Rhiwlas  on  June  and  50+  at  Caerhun  on  Aug.  31st.  A  total  of  239  passed  over  the  Great  Orme 
between  Sept.  8th  and  Nov.  1st,  with  a  max  of  42  on  Oct.  8th.  On  ANGLESEY  14  at  Amlwch 
Bone  on  Sept.  6th,  30  feeding  in  a  field  at  Llanbedrgoch  on  June  27th  and  14  at  Fourcrosses,  ; 
Menai  Bridge  on  Sept.  11th  with  18  here  on  the  19th.  19  at  Cemlyn  in  September  and  24  in 
November. 

CETTES  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  south  Wales  and  Anglesey,  probably  increasing;  occasionally 
recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  listed,  numbers  refer  to  singing  males:  in  GWENT  1 7  singing  at  NWR  on  Jan.  20  , 
21  on  Feb.  13th  and  19  on  Apr.  12th  -  a  breeding  survey  suggested  38  males  on  the  reserve  and  a 
total  of  83  were  ringed,  53  were  new  and  2  recently  fledged.  Elsewhere  2  at  Nash,  3  at  Porton 
and  singles  at  Magor  Reserve,  Greenmoor  Pool,  Marshfield,  Peterstone  Wentloog,  Goldcliff 
Point  and  Llandegfedd  Res.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  up  to  7  singing  males  at  Kenfig  around  the 
pool  and  9  were  trapped  between  July  17lh  and  Aug.  26th.  Elsewhere  singing  males  were  noted 
at  Hendre  Lake  (2),  at  Rhymney  Great  Wharf  on  Oct.  31st  and  at  Lamby  Lake;  5  at  Pant  y  Sais 
Fen,  GOWER,  5  at  Oxwich,  2+  at  Crymlyn  Bog,  5  along  the  Tennant  Canal  at  Jersey  Marine 
and  2  further  up  near  Neath,  6  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  3  at  Margam  Moors,  3  also  at  the  River 
Kenfig  mouth  and  singles  at  Square  Pond  (Neath),  River  Island  below  Aberdulais,  Baglan 
Canal,  Kenfig  Industrial  estate,  Fendrod  Lake,  Giant’s  Grave  and  Port  Talbot  Docks. 

Single  males  were  heard  Penally,  PEMBROKE  on  May  3rd,  at  St.  David’s  airfield  Oct.  5dl  - 
Nov.  13th  and  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  Oct.  25th  -  Dec.  3ld.  Up  to  3  males  were  at  the  Teifi 
Marshes  (PEMBROKE  /  CEREDIGION).  One  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  1st. 

A  bird  was  present  in  the  Ty  Mawr  reedbeds,  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  Jan.  4lh,  Aug.  14th  and 
from  Oct.  31st  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Present  at  Valley  Lakes,  ANGLESEY  all  year,  max.  of 
7  singing  males  on  Apr.  17th.  One  was  singing  at  Llyn  Maelog  on  Oct.  30th. 
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c,  GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella.  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

at  O  Summer  visitor,  widely  but  thinly  distributed  in  all  counties.  Passage  migrant. 


fable  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

3WENT 

Apr.  12th 

Uskmouth 

Sept.  4th 

i.  GLAM. 

Apr.  14th 

Kenfig 

Kenfig 

}OWER 

Apr.  16th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

>EMB. 

Apr.  11th 

St.  David’s  Head  and  Broad  Haven  (S) 

Oct.  31st 

Redberth 

:ere. 

Apr.  11th 

Cwm  Mabws 

Sept.  4th 

3 RECON 

Apr.  22nd 

Llangorse 

Gelli,  Cnewr  estate 

40NT. 

Apr.  11th 

William  Condry  Reserve 

vlEIRI. 

May  13th 

Rhinog  Fawr 

Sept.  1st 

Traethdy,  Harlech 

:aern. 

Apr.  11th 

2  on  Bardsey 

Oct.  12th 

Bardsey 

kNGLE. 

Apr.  9th 

Cemlyn 

-LINT 

Apr.  8th 

Shotwick  Lake 

ie  n  E.  GLAMORGAN  there  were  7  at  Kenfig  on  May  7th  and  4  sites  around  Caerau  produced  10 
:  singing  males;  14  reeling  males  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER;  at  least  15  reeling  males 
:s’  were  noted  at  12  locations  south  of  Mynydd  Epynt,  BRECON,  with  only  one  on  Epynt  and  four 
In  o  the  north  of  that.  However,  observer  coverage  was  much  reduced  from  previous  years  in  this 
irea,  so  this  is  not  considered  to  be  a  genuine  decline.  8  singing  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY.  5  territories  were  recorded  on  transect  visits  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB, 
ANGLESEY  compared  to  2  in  2003. 

y 

spring  passage  records  included  a  total  of  16  calling  birds  on  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON 
■  between  Apr.  24th  and  May  8th,  max.  8  on  Apr.  24th,  a  total  of  362  on  Bardsey  on  Apr.  24th, 
which  represents  the  largest  single  day  count  for  this  species  on  the  island  and  in  Wales.  On 

:  return  migration  there  were  1 00  on  Bardsey  on  Aug.  9lh. 

iff 


ie  (SEDGE  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus  TELOR)RHESG 

^  (C)  A  locally  distributed  summer  visitor,  numerous  in  some  sites,  increasing;  plentiful  passage 
I1S  migrant. 

I,e  Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

IGWENT 

Apr.  11th 

2  at  Uskmouth 

Sept.  2nd 

Corns  Llanwem 

|e.  GLAM. 

Apr.  16th 

2  at  Kenfig 

Sept.  19th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  8th 

2  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Sept.  17th 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

PEMB. 

Apr.  23rd 

Skomer  and  Angle 

Sept.  25th 

Skomer 

CERE. 

BRECON 

Apr.  22nd 
Apr.  22nd 

Llangorse 

Sept.  27th 

Llangorse 

CAERN. 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  23rd 
Apr.  21st 

4  at  Bardsey 

3  at  Malltraeth 

Sept.  15th 

Point  Lynas 

Large  counts  included:  57  trapped  at  Kenfig  on  May  2nd;  144  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER 
on  May  2nd.  10  family  parties  comprising  over  40  birds  were  noted  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on 
July  19th,  elsewhere,  territory  counts  were  at  Waun  Rydd  (7),  Bronffynnon  (6),  Cefn  Iolo  (1),  Y 
Gors  (3),  Crai  (1),  Gors  Llwyn  (7),  Glasbury  (2)  and  Scethrog  (1). 

32  territories  were  recorded  on  transect  visits  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  ANGLESEY 
compared  to  39  in  2003.  6  pairs  were  recorded  at  Cemlyn. 

Spring  migration  peaks  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  were  130  on  Apr.  24lh  and  150  on  May 
13th.  On  return  migration  there  were  350  attracted  to  the  lighthouse  on  Aug.  9th. 
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TELOR  PADI 


PADDYFIELD  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  agricola 
(A )  Vagrant.  ■ 

A  bird  was  trapped  in  a  mist-net,  ringed  and  photographed  at  Llangasty,  Llangorse,  BRECON  i> 
during  an  early  morning  ringing  session  on  Sept.  1 1  .  This  is  the  first  confirmed  record  for 
Wales.  See  page  394. 


li 


MARSH  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  palustris 
(A)  Vagrant. 


TELOR  YGWERNI 


One  was  trapped  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  12 


th 


( 


b 


REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

(C)  Local  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  reedbeds  in  many  counties,  increasing;  scarce  passage 
migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  17th 

2  at  Magor  Reserve 

Sept.  19th 

5  at  Peterstone  W. 

E.  GLAM. 

Apr.  13Ih 

Kenfig 

Oct.  30th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  9th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Sept.  26th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

PEMB. 

Apr.  lllh 

Skomer 

Oct.  25th 

Porth  Clais 

CERE. 

Apr.  25th 

Aberleri 

BRECON 

Apr.  21st 

Llangorse 

Sept.  27th 

Llangorse 

CAERN. 

Apr.  23rd 

Cae  Canol,  Criccieth 

Sept.  5th 

2  on  Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  30th 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

Sept.  4th 

Soldiers’  Point 

18 


III 

:1 


fl 


ll 


In  E.  GLAMORGAN  there  were  17  at  Kenfig  on  May  2nd  and  27  were  trapped  there  on  Jul) 
27th  and  19  were  seen  there  on  Aug.  19th;  14  singing  males  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER 
on  May  23rd,  12+  at  Pant  y  Sais  on  the  13th.  12  singing  males  at  Dolydd  Hafren.  ' 
MONTGOMERY  and  3  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas.  28  territories  were  recorded  on  transect  visits  ai 


Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  compared  to  16  in  2003. 


|\! 


ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolciis  icterina 
(A)  A  scarce  spring  and  summer  passage  migrant. 


TELOR  AUR 


One  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  7 


th 


MELODIOUS  WARBLER  Hippolais  polyglotta 
(A)  A  scarce  but  regular  migrant. 


TELOR  PER  IE 


There  were  singles  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  July  26th,  Aug.  20m  and  Sept.  El  &  5 


\th 


st 


-th 


DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  TELOR  DARTFORD 

(B)  A  rare  migrant  to  coastal  areas  of  south  Wales.  Bred  in  1998  and  in  small  number, 
subsequently,  increasing. 

In  GWENT:  the  female  /  immature  at  NWR  Uskmouth  since  2003  was  present  on  Jan.  2nd;  ir 
GOWER,  bred  at  one  site  and  probably  at  another  2.  Present  at  6  other  sites  on  the  south  coas 
of  the  county.  Bred  at  one  inland  site  in  PEMBROKE  and  a  migrant  was  at  St.  David’s  Head  or 


i 


K 


K 


Sept.  1 1th.  First  record  for  ANGLESEY,  of  a  juvenile  /  1st  winter  bird  at  Carmel  Head  on  Oct 


St 


26 


th 
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TELOR  RHESOG 


ARRED  WARBLER  Sylvia  nisoria 
1)  A  rare  autumn  passage  migrant. 

st  winter’s  at:  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  10th,  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct. 


i  th 


12th,  a  first  winter  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  3,d  &  5"1  and  one  at  South  Stack, 
NGLESEY  on  Aug.  28 

dditional  record  in  2001  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  24 

I 


-th 


th 


th 


ESSER  WHITETHROAT  Sylvia  curruca 

LLWYDFRON  FA( 

.  Z)  A  summer  visitor, 

declining.  Passage  migrant 

in  small  numbers. 

able  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

WENT 

Apr.  18th 

Uskmouth 

Sept.  5th 

Goldcliff 

:  GLAM. 

Apr.  17th 

Hendre  Lake 

Sept.  19th 

Cosmeston  and  Lavernock 

OWER 

Apr.  20th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Sept.  15th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

2MB. 

Apr.  27th 

Kilpaison 

Nov.  12th 

Skomer 

RECON 

Apr.  22nd 

Llangorse 

AERN. 

Apr.  16th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  23rd  -  26th 

Bardsey 

|NGLE. 

Apr.  24lh 

Llyn  Cerrig  Bach 

ENB. 

Oct.  18th 

Towyn 

LINT 

♦ 

Apr.  30th 

Rhuddlan 

,  ecorded  at:  22  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  but  only  Lavernock  held  more  than  2  birds 
rith  3  present  on  May  23ld,  a  peak  of  8  there  on  Aug.  28th;  at  13  sites  in  GOWER,  at  14  sites  in 
EMBROKE,  at  3  sites  in  BRECON,  at  1  site  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  at  4  sites  in 
AERNARFON,  at  19  sites  on  ANGLESEY. 


VH1TETHROAT  Sylvia  communis 


LLWYDFRON 


Z)  A  widespread  summer  visitor;  formerly  abundant.  Common  passage  migrant. 
able  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


j: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

WENT 

Apr.  17th 

Abercam 

Sept.  12th 

Peterstone  W. 

.  GLAM. 

Apr.  1 1th 

Michaelston  le  Pit 

Oct.  7th 

Nantyfyllon 

OWER 

Apr.  1 7th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Sept.  24th 

5  at  Margam  Moors 

EMB. 

Apr.  19th 

Strumble  Head 

Oct.  30th 

Skomer 

ERE. 

Apr.  24th 

Llanrhystud 

RECON 

Apr.  24th 

Llangorse 

Sept.  5th 

Roman  Road,  Trecastle 

1EIRI. 

Apr.  27th 

Trefeddian 

AERN. 

Apr.  13th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  10th 

Bardsey 

NGLE. 

Apr.  24th 

Llanddona  &  Soldiers’  Point 

Oct.  29th 

Soldiers’  Point 

in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  total  of  47  singing  males  at  Kenfig  on  May  2nd,  where  20  pairs  were 
lought  to  have  bred,  20  pairs  also  at  Llanilid;  spring  influx  on  GOWER,  22  at  Rhossili 
oastguard  lookout,  26  one  km  to  the  east  and  27+  on  Margam  Moors,  all  May  2nd.  Over  30 
;rritories  were  located  during  the  MOD  Bird  Survey  on  Epynt,  BRECON.  On  spring  passage 


:it 


lere  were  50  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  24th  with  21  the  next  day,  250  here  on  May 


2th  and  100  on  the  13in.  35+  at  Porth  Meudwy  on  May  2 


>th 


nd 
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GARDEN  WARBLER  Sylvia  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDL 

(C)  A  common  and  widely  distributed  summer  visitor.  Regular  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  12th 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

Sept.  19th 

Peterstone  W. 

E.  GLAM. 

Apr.  6th 

Pontypridd 

Oct.  31st 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  18th 

Margam  Park 

PEMB. 

Apr.  26th 

Aberbach 

Oct,  1 1th 

Skomer 

CERE. 

Apr.  24th 

Teifi  Marshes 

BRECON 

Apr.  1 8th 

Llanwrthwl 

MEIRI. 

Mar.  24th 

Plas  Tan-y-Bwlch 

CAERN. 

Apr.  10th 

Llwyn  Onn,  Tal-y-Bont 

Oct.  19th 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  21st 

Amlwch  Bone 

Oct.  21st 

Soldiers’  Point 

FLINT 

May  2nd 

Llyn  Helyg 

27  males  or  pairs  were  found  during  the  MOD  Bird  Survey  on  Epynt,  BRECON  in  late  May. 


BLACKCAP  Sylvia  atricapilla 


TELOR  PEN  DDE ! 


(C)  A  plentiful  summer  visitor  throughout  Wales,  increasing;  passage  migrant  and  small-scat 
winter  visitor. 


Only  wintering  records  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  species,  the  table  below  gives  mil 
totals  for  both  winter  periods,  for  each  county: 

Jan  Feb  Nov  Dec 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

MONTGOMERY 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


up  to  3  in  many  sites 
16  males  and  7  females 
5  sites,  6  males 
3  4 

8  4 

1 

3  2 


up  to  3  in  many  sites 
1 6  males  and  8  females 
4  sites,  4  males 


3 

6 

3 


5 

3 

1 

1 

2 


Spring  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  80  (including  43  attracted  to  tl 
lighthouse)  on  Apr.  24th.  On  return  passage  there  were,  14  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  10th  with  27  he 
on  the  12th  and  16  in  Porth  Meudwy  on  Oct.  29th.  23  singing  males  at  Ystrad  Llwynypia, 
GLAMORGAN. 


PALLAS’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  proregulus  TELOR  PALL  A'. 

■ ' 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

One  was  trapped  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  26lh. 


YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus  TELOR  AELFELY ] 

(A)  A  scarce  to  uncommon  but  rapidly  increasing,  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  in  autumn:  at  Mewslade,  GOWER  on  Oct.  10th;  in  PEMBROKE  <  ( 
Skomer  on  Oct.  12th  and  at  Porth  Clais  on  Oct.  20th  -  21st;  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  0< 
23rd  &  28th;  at  Talacre  Dunes,  FLINT  on  Oct.  20th.  'I  | 

HUME’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  humei  TELOR  HUM1 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

One  wintered  at  Lon  Las  Menai  Cycle  track,  CAERNARFON  Dec.  14th  2003  -  Jan.  4th  2004. 
This  was  the  2nd  accepted  Welsh  record,  the  only  other  was  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROK 
on  Nov.  20th  1993. 
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WOOD  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED 

C)  A  summer  visitor  to  oak  woods  throughout  most  of  upland  Wales,  declining;  passage 


nigrant  in  small  numbers  at  coastal  sites. 
fable  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

1WENT 

Apr.  23rd 

5  singing  Gamdiffaith 

L  GLAM. 

Apr.  3rd 

Ruppera 

Aug.  29th 

Tongwynlais 

iOWER 

Apr.  24th 

Cwm  Kenfig 

■EMB. 

Apr.  27th 

Canaston  Wood 

:ere. 

Apr.  23rd 

Ynyshir 

1RECON 

Apr.  27th 

2  at  Tan-yr-Allt 

'AERN. 

Apr.  24th 

3  at  Coed  Dolgarrog 

LINT 

May  3rd 

Point  of  Air 

n  GWENT:  15  nests  were  found  at  Wentwood,  with  another  10  males  elsewhere  in  the  wood 
nd  reported  at  Cwncarn,  Coed  y  Prior,  Mynydd  Ddu  and  Trelleck;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN 
lumbers  in  May  included  5  at  Parc  Cwm  Darren,  5  at  Cwm  Dimbath,  7  at  Pendery/Craig  y 
)dinas,  5  at  Cwmdu  Wood,  Maesteg  and  4  at  Ystrad/Llywnypia;  the  biggest  concentration  in 
5RECON  was  of  7  males  in  larches  at  Garth  Bank.  In  MEIRIONNYDD:  there  were  4+  singing 
nales  in  Coed  Pandy,  5  singing  males  in  Coed  Crafnant  and  4+  singing  males  in  Arthog  Hall 
Voods,  with  2  pairs  and  6  singing  males  in  Coed  Garth  Gell.  Nine  birds  were  recorded  on  a 


valk  through  Gwydyr  Forest  from  Llanrwst  to  Betws  y  Coed,  CAERNARFON.  There  was  one 
•air  and  5  singing  males  at  Coed  Dol-gam,  Capel  Curig  3  males  at  Parc  Padarn,  6  singing  males 
t  Coed  Dolgarrog  and  6  singing  males  in  Coedydd  Aber.  There  was  one  on  Bardsey  on  Aug. 

|,^th  'y  *j th 


CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

B)  A  locally  common  breeding  visitor  in  most  counties,  declining,  wintering  in  small  numbers, 
lare  on  Anglesey. 

luminary  of  wintering  records  by  month  and  county: 

Jan.  Feb.  Nov.  Dec. 


Ml 

k 


|jWent 
GLAMORGAN 
IOWER 
'EMBROKE 

ieredigion 

JJpAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


At  5  sites 
6  6 

At  8  sites 
14  12 

3 

1  1 

3  2 


5  4 

8  2 

At  2  sites 
3  16 


3 

2 


4 

3 


dax.  wintering  counts  were:  4  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  on  Jan.  2nd,  10  on  Feb.  20th  and  6  on 
J'.2nd.  5  at  St.  Ishmaels  /  Monk  Haven,  PEMBROKE  January  -  February  and  5  at  Rosemarket 
1TW  on  Dec.  24th. 

:o 

,n  E.  GLAMORGAN  there  were  counts  of  23  pairs  at  Llanilid,  35  singing  males  around  Pentre 
And  17  singing  males  at  Ystrad/Llywnypia.  In  autumn  good  numbers  were  recorded  in 
leptember  included  25  at  Llanilid  and  Kenfig  on  the  10th  and  50  at  Cosmeston  &  31  at 
.^avernock  on  19lh.  Large  autumn  counts  included:  50  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on 
>ept.  1 1th;  20  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  28th  with  27  present  next  day  and  approx.  50  at 
dulloch  on  Oct.  30l-h.  A  very  early  male  was  singing  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  17th. 
|A  total  of  320  passed  through  the  Great  Orme  between  Mar.  21st  and  May  26th,  with  a  max  of 
>0+  on  Apr.  24th  and  there  were  1 5  at  Porth  Meudwy  on  Apr.  23rd. 
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The  recent  paper  and  article  in  British  Birds  (2005,  Vol.  98  (8)  396  -  410  &  427  -  428)  throws! 
a  cautionary  shadow  over  the  many  claims  of  “Siberian  Chiffchaff'  seen  in  Wales  each  winter 
It  suggests  that  true  tristis  are  very  rare  in  the  UK  and  that  the  “grey-types’'  previously  claimec 
as  tristis  may  not  be  tristis  at  all.  In  light  of  this,  tristis  has  been  added  to  the  WRP  list  anc 
would  seem  prudent  not  to  publish  records  here  until  the  matter  is  resolved. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYC 

(C)  The  most  abundant  summer  visitor.  Numerous  in  suitable  habitats  up  to  around  670  m.  Alsc\ 
numerous  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  28th 

Goldclifflagoons 

Oct.  1st 

Llandegfedd  Res 

E.  GLAM. 

Feb.  29th 

Bridgend 

Oct.  4th 

Lavemock 

GOWER 

Mar.  18th 

Port  Talbot 

PEMB. 

Mar.  28th 

Ramsey 

CERE. 

Mar.  31st 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

Apr.  4th 

2-3  at  Llansantffraed  &  one  at  Builth 

MEIRI. 

Mar.  24th 

Plas  Tan-y-Bwlch 

CAERN. 

Mar.  24th 

near  Criccieth 

O 

o 

00 

S' 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

Apr.  1st 

2  at  Hen  Borth,  Cemlyn 

Oct.  26th 

Soldiers’  Point 

FLINT 

Apr.  4th 

6  at  Llyn  Helyg 

Large  numbers  reported:  in  PEMBROKE  45  on  Ramsey  on  May  1st  and  50  on  the  22nd.  Max 
on  Skomer  was  74  on  May  1st.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  69  at  KNNR  on  May  17th,  an  estimated 
40  pairs  at  Llanilid,  25  pairs  at  Nantyfyllon  in  a  one-km  sq,  23  pairs  at  Parc  Slip,  45  pairs  in  < 
one-km  squares  around  Pentre  and  37  singing  males  were  recorded  at  Parc  Cwm  Darren  or 
May  2nd.  At  Ystrad/Llwynypia  a  minimum  of  50  singing  males  were  present  compared  with  4 
and  35  in  the  previous  2  years. 

A  total  of  1000+  birds  passed  through  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  between  Apr.  16th  an 
May  26th,  with  a  max.  of  500+  on  Apr.  24th.  Spring  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  1,000  on  Apr 
1 1th,  and  1,500  on  the  24th  including  500  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse. 

On  return  migration  there  were:  30+  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  18th;  a  max.  of  2 
on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  4th  &  Sept.  9th;  30  at  Aberdaron,  CAERNARFON  on  Am 
3,d  and  200  on  Bardsey  on  July  27th  and  Aug.  6lh  with  500  here  on  9th  and  100  on  the  1 1th. 

GOLDCREST  Regulus  regains  DRYW EURBE1 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Increasing. 

Widespread  throughout  the  recording  area.  j  :o 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN  35  pairs  were  noted  in  4  one  Km  squares  around  Pentre.  In  the  autum 
large  numbers  arrived  in  the  county  including  35+  at  KNNR  on  Sept.  25th,  20+  at  Cwm  Nas 
on  Sept.  29th,  20  at  Dunraven  on  Oct.  7th,  20  on  Flat  Holm  on  Oct.  8th  and  15  at  Cosmeston  o  - 
Oct.  31st.  In  the  2nd  winter  period  large  flocks  continued  to  be  recorded  including  20  r 
Caerphilly  on  Nov.  15th  and  a  flock  of  84  noted  at  Pentre  Wood  on  Dec.  16lh.  30+  at  Mewsladij  \\ 
GOWER  on  Oct.  10th.  It 

Recorded  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  March  -  May  (max  10  on  Mar.  28th).  Autumn  passas  <j 
there  commenced  Aug.  26lh  with  peaks  of  20  on  Oct.  7th  and  24  on  the  18th.  There  were  coun  J 
of  20+  at  both  Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  25th  and  at  Porth  Clais  on  Oct.  20th.  56  males  were  four 
during  the  MOD  Bird  Survey  on  Epynt,  BRECON  although  coverage  was  incomplete.  Sprir  I 
passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  200  on  Mar.  26th  and  Apr.  1 1th.  In  the  auturr 
birds  were  recorded  daily  on  the  Great  Orme  from  Sept.  1st  to  Nov.  22nd,  max  120+  on  Oct.  6' 
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'  'here  were  200  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  8th  and  300  here  on  the  12th  with  40+  in  Porth  Meudwy  also 
>n  the  8lh.  There  were  15+  on  the  northern  fringe  of  Newborough  Forest,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 
7th  and  14  in  the  Plantation  at  South  Stack  on  Mar.  26lh. 


I  TRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus 

,B)  A  scarce  breeding  residen  and  uncommon  passage  migrant. 
'able  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurrence  for  each  county. 


:.  GLAM. 

iOWER 

EMB. 

CERE. 

,.ADNOR 

1EIRI. 

AERN. 

Bardsey 

lNGLE. 

>ENB. 

LINT 


J  F  M  A  M 

2  2 

2  4  3 

5  5  1  1 

1 

1  1 

4 

2  2 

1 


1 


DR  YW  PENFFLA  MGOCH 


O  N  D 

2  5 

1 

4  8  7 

2  1 

1 

3  1  1 

7  3 

1 


Records  of  3+  birds  included:  4  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Feb.  15th.  On  Bardsey, 
(CAERNARFON  4  on  Mar.  29th,  3  on  the  Oct.  8th  and  three  on  the  Nov.  2nd. 
breeding  season  records  included  one  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  Apr.  24lh  and  2  singing 
nales  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY. 


SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

C )  Once  a  common  summer  visitor,  now  appears  to  be  declining;  passage  migrant,  May  and 
tugust  / September. 

'able  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

iWENT 

May  2nd 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

Sept.  3rd 

3  at  Uskmouth 

L  GLAM. 

May  1st 

Kenfig  &  Sker  Farm 

Sept.  23rd 

Blaencaerau  Fm,  Caerau 

iOWER 

Apr.  22nd 

2  at  Cwm  Philip 

Sept.  17th 

Gellionon 

EMB. 

May  1st 

Skomer  and  Ramsey 

Oct.  30th 

St.  Elvis  Valley 

pRECON 

May  5th 

Llanwrthwl 

Sept.  17th 

Llangasty 

:aern. 

Apr.  24th 

Bardsey 

Sept.  21st 

Bardsey 

Lngle. 

May  7th 

South  Stack 

Sept.  9th 

7  at  South  Stack,  1  at  Mynydd  Bodafon 

n  BRECON,  19  territories  were  located  in  the  south  of  the  county  and  14  in  the  north,  with 
Confirmed  breeding  ascertained  in  about  half  of  them.  Two  of  these  were  from  an  upland 
quarry  and  a  cliff  site  in  the  west. 

I 

Jibpring  passage:  8  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  May  1st;  100  were  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse 
>n  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  here  on  May  12lh  /  13th  and  there  were  8  on  the  Great  Orme  on 
May  8th.  On  return  migration:  10  on  Skomer,  Aug.  18th  &  Sept.  10th;  there  were  5  in  Porth 
Teudwy,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  9th  and  20  on  Bardsey  on  Aug.  9th  with  14  here  on  the  1 1th, 
}  9  on  Sept.  5th,  1 1  on  the  7th  and  23  on  the  8th. 


PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH  ' 

(C)  A  numerous  summer  visitor  in  most  mainland  counties,  but  a  rare  breeding  bird  on 
Anglesey.  Now  declining. 


Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  18th 

Caerleon 

E.  GLAM. 

Apr.  18th 

Lisvane  &  Coed-y-Bedw 

GOWER 

Apr.  1 1th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

PEMB. 

May  1st 

Skomer 

CERE. 

Apr.  6th 

Tregaron 

BRECON 

Apr.  11th 

Llanwrthwl 

MONT. 

Apr.  16th 

Llanerfyl 

MEIR1. 

Mar.  24th 

Plas  Tan-y-Bwlch 

CAERN. 

Apr.  9th 

Aber  valley 

ANGLE. 

FLINT 

Apr.  8th 

Cilcain 

Latest 

Site 

Aug.  5th 

Brynmawr 

Sept.  1st 

2  at  Cosmeston 

Sept.  24th 

Trefeiddan 

July  30th 

Upper  Penrhos 

Sept.  10th  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

!( 


In  GWENT:  10  prs.  at  Coed  Pen-y-wem  and  2  at  Penallt  Old  Church  Wood;  41  occupied  nest^ 
boxes  at  Cwm  Clydach,  GOWER  fledged  168  young  -  4. 1  y  per  box  (cf  47  boxes,  5.6y  per  box3 
in  2003);  24  males  on  territory  were  located  during  the  MOD  Bird  Count  at  Sennybridge, 1 
BRECON  training  range  in  late  May;  there  were  9  birds  in  Coed  Pandy,  MEIRIONNYDD  8+ 
in  Coed  Garth  Gell,  8  in  Coed  Crafnant  and  5+  in  Arthog  Hall  Woods.  Three  pairs  were 
breeding  in  nestboxes  at  Nant  y  Coed,  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  in  May  and  32  boxes 
were  occupied  at  Coedydd  Aber,  though  there  was  heavy  predation  by  a  Weasel  here.  There 
were  1 1  birds,  including  two  pairs,  in  Coed  Dol-gam,  Capel  Curig. 


On  autumn  migration  there  were  10  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  14  and  1 1  on  Sept 


8 


th 


1; 


BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus  TITW  BARFOG 

(A)  An  erratic  breeding  species  in  one  or  two  locations  in  very ;  small  numbers  from  the  mid- 
1960 ’s  to  the  late  1980 ’s;  otherwise  a  rare  autumn  and  winter  visitor  to  reedbed  areas. 

All  records  were:  2-3  at  NWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  January  -  March  and  a  pair  in  December.  A 
male  at  Pentrosfa  Mire,  RADNOR  on  Oct.  31st  (the  first  for  that  county). 


. 
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LONG-TAILED  TIT  Aegithalos  caudatus  TITW  GYNFFON-HIR 

(C)  A  relatively  common  resident,  widely  distributed  except  on  parts  of  Anglesey  and  Llyn 
Numbers  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year  in  response  to  the  severity  of  winter  weather 
Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  islands. 


Two  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  2nd. 


ft 
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MARSH  TIT  Par  us  palustris  TITWR  WERT 

(C)  A  resident  species,  strongly  sedentary,  widespread  but  patchily  distributed  in  the  easterr 
half  of  Wales  and  in  Pembroke.  Scarce  or  absent  in  other  western  and  northern  areas.  Though 
to  be  declining  across  its  range. 

Reported  from:  13  sites  in  GWENT;  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  2  sites,  present  at  i 
further  12  localities  in  GOWER;  at  only  7  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  recorded  at  1 1  sites  in  spring 
in  CEREDIGION;  noted  by  one  observer  at  22  sites  in  BRECON,  about  average  for  recen 
years;  at  2  sites  in  CAERNARFON  (two  at  Betws  y  Coed  on  Mar.  13th  and  one  at  the  SW  enc 
of  Coed  Dolgarrog  on  June  6th);  at  4  sites  in  FLINT. 
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VILLOW  TIT  Pams  montanus  TITW'R  HEL YG 

b  A  thinly  distributed  resident ,  most  frequent  in  south-east  and  east  Wales  and  absent  from 
host  of  north-east  Wales.  Thought  to  be  declining  across  its  range. 

Reported  from:  at  9  sites  in  GWENT;  from  20  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  seen  at  5  sites  in 
iOWER;  15  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  at  5  sites  in  spring  in  CEREDIGION;  at  15  sites  in 
1RECON,  none  were  found  between  Builth  and  Brynwern  Bridge  in  November,  where  in  the 
980’s  this  species  was  as  common  as  Marsh  Tit;  at  one  site  in  CAERNARFON  (Betws  y  Coed 
n  Jan.  27th);  at  2  sites  on  ANGLESEY  (Llyn  Cefni  on  Nov.  22nd  &  Dec.  21st  and  at  Y  Bone, 
Irynteg  on  Dec.  27th).  At  2  sites  in  DENBIGH. 

COAL  TIT  Parus  ater  TITW  PENDDU 

\C)  A  widespread  and  fairly  common  resident.  Most  numerous  in  conifer  woodlands.  Has 
,  ncreased  in  the  second  half  of  the  20th  century  with  the  spread  of  conifer  plantations. 

0  occupied  nest  boxes  at  Cwtn  Clydach,  GOWER. 


SLUE  TIT  Parus  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

C)  An  abundant  resident  species,  most  numerous  in  deciduous  woodland  but  not  restricted  to 
his  preferred  habitat,  especially  in  winter  when  it  is  more  numerous.  Increasing. 

1  pairs  were  observed  in  Treorchy  and  Pentre,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  40  pairs  occupied  boxes  in 
Coed-y-Bedw,  resulting  in  312  fledged  young. 

)n  the  PEMBROKE  islands:  up  to  3  recorded  on  Skomer  on  14  days  in  March,  a  juv.  in  July, 
Gp  to  2  in  August,  up  to  7  in  September  and  up  to  14  in  November  (12th).  A  single  on  Ramsey 
>n  Mar.  1 8th  with  singles  throughout  October. 


7REAT  TIT  Parus  major  TITW  MA  WR 

C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  species  throughout  Wales  up  to  approximately  500m  above 
ea  level.  Increasing. 

n  E.  GLAMORGAN:  40  boxes  occupied  at  Coed-y-Bedw  with  211  fledglings  produced  and 
Ji2  pairs  Ystrad/Llwynypia. 

)ne  spring  record  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  on  Mar.  29th,  then  autumn  records  Oct.  2nd  —  17th, 
Glso  recorded  on  Skomer  during  September  &  October. 


NUTHATCH  Sitta  europaea  DELOR  Y  CNA  U 

C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  numerous  resident  of  mature  deciduous  and  mixed 
voodland  throughout  Wales.  Increasing. 

n  E.  GLAMORGAN:  11  pairs  held  territory  in  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  whilst  Fforest  Fawr  had  8 
rnirs  and  Coed-y-Bedw  held  6  pairs  which  produced  35  young. 


TREE  CREEPER  Certhia  familiar  is  DRINGWR  BACH 

C)  Resident.  Widely  distributed  in  woodlands  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  in  the 
slands. 

)ne  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  23rd. 


380 


> 


GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus  EURYN 

(A)  A  scarce  summer  visitor,  recorded  in  all  counties  and  particularly  in  Pembroke.  Most  of  the 
records  fall  in  May  and  June  as  is  to  be  expected  with  a  species  overshooting  its  continental 
breeding  areas. 

The  only  records  were  of  an  immature  at  Abergavenny  Castle  Meadows,  GWENT  Oct.  13th  - 
16th  and  a  female/immature  male  was  seen  briefly  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  19lh. 

ISABELLINE  SHRIKE  Lanins  is abellinus  CIGYDD  GWDW 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

2003:  a  1st  winter  at  Llanbedrog,  CAERNARFON  Nov.  23rd. 

The  fifth  Welsh  record.  The  previous  records  came  from  Holyhead  Oct.  25  1985,  Nine  Wells, 
Pembroke  Oct.  27th  1995,  Bardsey  Oct.  25th  -  26lh  1996  and  Cemlyn,  Anglesey  July  2nd  -  Aug, 
16th  1998. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanins  collurio  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  chiefly  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  a 
widespread  breeding  species  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were:  a  male  at  Llangovan,  GWENT  on  June  20th;  a  male  North  Valley,  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  on  May  25th  and  a  female  in  the  same  bush  June  6th  -  8th;  males  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  May  1 0th  &  1 3th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  Lanins  excubitor  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  but  annual  winter  visitor,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  were  of  singles  at:  Little  Oak  /  Ninewells  area  of  Wentwood,  GWENT  Mar.  21st  - 
22nd  &  Nov.  14th;  at  Mynydd  Margam,  GOWER  on  Dec.  26th;  at  St.  David’s  Head. 
PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  31st  and  presumably  the  same  bird  was  at  St.  David’s  airfield  Nov.  12th  - 
19th;  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  14th  and  Cors  Caronod  /  Cross  Inn  Forest  Feb.  29d 
-  Apr.  18th;  single  birds  remained  from  2003  at  the  Usk  Reservoir  and  Talybont,  BRECON 
until  Mar.  6th  and  Jan.  3rd  respectively.  Only  the  Talybont  bird  returned  late  in  the  year  and  was 
seen  on  Dec.  17th  &  24lh;  one  at  New  Radnor,  RADNOR  on  Nov.  21st;  a  single  at  Lake 
Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  on  Apr.  10th;  in  DENBIGH  2  at  Clocaenog  Forest  January  -  Mar 
7th,  with  a  single  there  until  Apr.  13th,  others  at  Craig  Bron  Bannog  on  Jan.  22nu  and  at  Worlds 
End  on  Jan.  25lh.  In  the  second  winter  period  a  single  at  Clocaenog  Forest  on  Dec.  7th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  Lanius  senator  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

All  records  were:  an  adult  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Apr.  24  and  a  first  winter  on  Skomer 
PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  1 1th  -  1 3th. 

JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  YSGRECH  Y  COEL 

(D)  Widespread  resident,  common  in  most  deciduous  woodland  areas,  least  so  in  western 
coastal  fringes;  scarce  in  west  Llyn  and  absent  from  large  parts  of  Anglesey.  Autumn  /  winter 
influxes  from  the  east  occur  irregularly. 

MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEE  j 

(C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident;  numbers  still  increasing. 

Max.  counts  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  were  of  27  at  Maesteg  Cemetery  on  Jan.  17th,  35  a  j 
Tirfounder  Fields  on  Jan.  20th,  25  Whitchurch-Cardiff  on  Mar.  1st,  38  at  Yr  Ysfa-Maesteg  or 
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4ov.  17th,  30  at  Leckwith-Cardiff  on  Dec.  5lh  and  50  at  Tirfounder  Fields  on  Dec.  31st.  35+  at 
’lasmarl,  GOWER  on  Jan.  19th. 

"en  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  and  fledged  20  young. 

.  3HOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

.  C)  A  resident  in  small  numbers,  mainly  on  cliff  coasts  of  the  western  seaboard. 

K  resident  pair  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  ranging  along  the  coast  between  Ogmore  and  Nash  Point, 
ill  year  but  there  were  no  reports  of  any  breeding  activity.  On  the  GOWER  coast,  a  pair  at 
>ennard  fledged  4  young.  A  second  pair  at  that  site  did  not  breed.  1 1+  seen  there  on  June  22nd. 
Thought  to  have  bred  at  Newton  Cliffs,  a  juv.  was  seen  there  on  June  6th.  Several  sightings 
urther  west,  between  Rhossili  and  Port  Eynon  Point,  with  7  at  Rhossili  on  Feb.  28th,  7  at  Port 
Eynon  on  Aug.  12th  &  15th  and  10  at  Mewslade  on  Nov.  8th  &  14th. 

n  PEMBROKE:  50-52  actively  occupied  territories,  44  pairs  attempted  breeding  and  a 
ninimum  of  83  young  reared.  There  were  30-35  non-breeders  seen  in  spring.  4  pairs  bred  on 
Jskomer,  including  a  colour  ringed  bird,  which  probably  bred  there  for  the  first  time,  which  was 
pom  in  Stackpole  in  2001.  There  were  40  Castle  Martin  on  Aug.  21st. 

'  There  were  at  least  14  occupied  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD  with  14  pairs  confirmed  nesting  and 
ibout  25  young  fledged.  Up  to  18  roosted  in  Trefeddian  quarry,  Aberdyfi  during  the  summer, 
md  presumably  the  same  birds  at  Tonfanau  quarry  on  Oct.  15th. 

n  CAERNARFON  there  were  at  least  77  occupied  sites  in  the  county  (excluding  Bardsey)  with 
57  pairs  confirmed  nesting  and  about  131  young  fledged.  These  included  25  inland  pairs.  Six 
nairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  producing  13  young.  The  productivity  figure  of  2.17  is  the  lowest  in 
he  last  seven  years.  Max.  counts  were  60  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  9th,  40  between  Braich  y  Pwll  and 
1  Pen  y  Cil  on  Oct.  8th,  33  at  Nant  Gwrtheym  on  May  3rd,  19  mobbing  a  Peregrine  in  the  Anafon 
,  Valley  on  Mar.  16th,  16  on  the  Little  Orme  on  Oct.  30th. 

JOn  ANGLESEY  there  were  at  least  39  occupied  sites  with  34  pairs  confirmed  nesting  and 
about  75  young  fledged.  Max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  were  14  at  Rhoscolyn  on  July  31st,  27  at 
The  Plantation,  South  Stack  on  Aug.  28th,  14  at  South  Stack  on  Sept.  2nd. 

,  4  single  male  at  a  former  breeding  site  in  MONTGOMERY. 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

-  (C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident.  Increasing. 

Large  flocks:  800+  in  the  Brynmawr  roost,  GWENT  on  Dec.  13th  and  1,400  in  regular  roost 
flights  over  Newport;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  included  c.600  at  Tonteg  on  Jan.  1st,  3,000  at 
Bridgend  and  800  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Feb.  1st,  1,800  at  Treorchy  on  Feb.  18th,  500+  at  Bargoed 
on  Aug.  11th,  800+  at  Sony-Bridgend  on  Aug.  12th,  700+  at  Gelligaer  on  Oct.  12th,  600  at 
r  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Nov.  4th,  1,000+  at  Cosmeston  on  Nov.  3rd  3,000+  there  on  Dec.  8th. 

Several  flocks  of  over  600  seen  in  GOWER,  max.  were  1,800  at  Sketty  on  Feb.  5th,  1,000  over 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Nov.  25th,  2,100  over  Froglane  Llanmadoc  on  Nov.  29th  and  1,300 
)  over  Neath  town  centre  on  Dec.  10th. 

I! 

In  CAERNARFON  up  to  three  eastern  race  birds  were  present  in  a  small  garden  at  Porthmadog 
during  the  first  winter  period  and  up  to  five  in  the  second  winter  period.  Another  bird  showing 
eastern  race  characteristics  was  on  the  Little  Orme  from  May  28th  into  December. 


ROOK  Corvus  firugilegus  YDFRAN  id 

( C)  A  plentiful  and  widespread  resident,  breeding  mainly  below  305m  above  sea  level. 

A  total  350  nests  in  8  rookeries  in  GWENT,  including  1 10  at  Whitson;  a  total  of  148  pairs  at  5 
sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  982  nests  counted  at  47  sites  on  GOWER  (900  at  49  in  2003). 


; 


CARRION  CROW  Conms  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

(D)  An  abundant  resident  and  partial  migrant  throughout  Wales.  Often  regarded  as  the  |sf 
principal  avian  pest  species  in  rural  areas. 


R 


HOODED  CROW  Corvus  cornix  BRAN L  WYD 

(A)  An  irregular  wanderer  to  Wales,  mainly  in  winter  and  most  frequent  to  coastal  areas. 

Three  singles  were  recorded  in  PEMBROKE  at  St.  David’s  on  May  1st,  at  Trellwyn  Fach  on 
Aug.  31sl  and  between  Dinas  &  Pontfaen  on  Dec.  29th;  there  were  singles  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  27lh  and  Apr.  1 1th,  one  on  the  Great  Orme  Mar.  26th  -  Apr.  18th  and 
one  at  Foryd  Bay  on  Mar.  1st  &  Aug.  24th.  A  hybrid  bird  was  on  the  Caernarfon  -  Foryd  road  on 


' 


II 


Dec.  13lh.  There  was  one  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  many  dates.  One  flew  in  off  the  sea 


with  Carrion  Crows  at  Point  Lynas  on  Apr.  8th  and  there  was  one  at  Rhoscolyn  on  May  16m.  A 


th 


hybrid  was  seen  at  South  Stack  and  The  Range  on  many  dates. 


RAVEN  Corvus  corax  CIGFRAN 

(C)  Resident:  distributed  throughout  the  whole  of  Wales.  Numbers  are  very ?  high  in  many  of  the 
uplands  and  coastal-cliff  areas. 

Max.  counts  from  the  Blaencannaid  roost,  E.  GLAMORGAN  were: 

J  FMAMJ  JASOND 

20  72  81  184  192  179  173  88  16  23 


Large  counts  included:  40  at  Manmoel  pig  Farm,  GWENT  in  the  second  winter  period  built  up 
to  70  on  Dec.  21st;  40  on  Mynydd  Eglwysilan,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  June  18th  and  30  there  on 
Dec.  18  .  51  breeding  pairs  found  at  37  locations  included  8  pairs  on  Mynydd  Epynt, 
BRECON,  at  least  64  young  were  fledged  from  recorded  sites.  On  ANGLESEY  the  highest 
counts  were  c.  100  at  Newborough  forest  on  Dec.  29th,  80  leaving  the  roost  at  Llyn  Cefni  in  the 
early  morning  of  Feb.  1st. 


DRUDWEN 


STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris 
(C)  An  abundant  resident;  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  large  numbers. 

Large  winter  flcoks  included:  10,000  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Jan.  2nd  and  30,000  there  in 
November  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  c.1000  at  Cwmbach  on  Jan.  6lh,  1,000  at  Hirwaun  Ponds  on 
Oct.  9lh,  3,000+  at  Sker  on  Oct.  30th,  1,800  at  Nash  Pt  on  Oct.  31st  and  from  Kenfig  2,000  on 

Vh  A  AAA  i  1  1  th _ 1  c  AAA _ .  1 _ 1  -7th 


Nov.  20  ,  4,000+  on  Dec.l  T  and  5,000  on  the  17  \  In  GOWER:  2,700  over  Clydach  on  June 
15lh,  2,000  at  Penyrheol  Gorseinon  on  Jan.  13th,  2,000  over  Landimore  on  Oct.  14,h  and  2,055 
over  Baglan  Bay  on  the  17th;  the  only  large  winter  roost  reported  from  north  BRECON  was  of 
2,000+  near  Cynala  during  November.  Between  Nov.  21st  and  Dec.  1 1th  about  6000  birds  were 
noted  in  feeding  flocks  on  stubble  and  grassland  in  the  Usk  and  Wye  valleys,  with  a  largest 
single  flock  of  1,500  in  the  Usk  Reservoir  area.  6,000  birds  were  noted  at  the  Llangorse  roost 


on  Dec.  15lh  and  4,600  birds  arrived  at  dusk  there  on  the  26th;  2,000  at  the  Dolydd  Hafren  roost. 


MONTGOMERY;  a  substantial  southerly  movement  down  the  MEIRIONNYDD  coast  during 
Oct.  24th  -  29lh  involving  at  least  5,000  birds.  There  were  1,300  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON 


on  Oct.  23rd  with  1,200  on  the  29th;  ANGLESEY:  c.  1,200  at  Hen  Borth  on  Oct.  12th,  c.  1,500 
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outh  of  Llanfechell  on  Nov.  5th  and  c.  800  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  Nov.  9lh  with  850  here  on 
le  13th.  20,000  roosted  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  in  October. 

Continues  to  decline  as  a  breeding  species  in  BRECON.  In  the  north,  58  juveniles  were  found 
rom  an  unknown  number  of  pairs  at  nine  locations  including  Builth  Wells.  South  of  Epynt, 
31  pairs  are  known  to  have  raised  245  young  suggesting  a  continuing  slow  decline  of  this 
pecies. 

IOSE-COLOURED  STARLING  Sturnus  roseus  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

A)  A  rare  visitor,  most  often  recorded  from  Pembroke  and  Caernarfon. 
here  was  a  juvenile  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  27th  -  28th. 

003:  additional  record  of  an  adult  at  Rhos,  Conwy,  DENBIGH  on  July  5th  -  7th. 


IED-EYED  VIREO  Vireo  olivaceus  TELOR  LL  YGA  TGOCH 

A)  A  vagrant. 

JjOOl:  a  single  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  4th.  The  6th  Welsh  record. 

lOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticus  ADER  YN  Y  TO 

C)  Resident,  breeding  throughout  Wales  in  all  comities.  Not  ubiquitous,  however,  and  absent 
rom  many  upland  settlements.  Significant  declines  noted  in  most  areas  during  1970  -1990  but 
his  may  have  been  reversed  by  the  end  of  the  century . 

^arge  counts  (over  60)  included:  in  GWENT:  60  in  a  roost  at  Newhouse,  60  at  Caerleon  on 
Dct.  17th,  66  at  Goldcliff  on  Dec.  18th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  50  in  a  garden  at  Rest  Bay  on 
vlar.  21st.  There  were  counts  of  29  pairs  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia,  81  pairs  at  Pentre,  10  pairs  at  one 
louse  in  Nantyffyllon.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  high  counts  of  200+  at  Monknash 
md  50  at  the  feeding  station  at  Kenfig;  40-60  throughout  the  year  at  Murton,  GOWER,  65  at 
Sandfields  Estate  on  July  11th,  80  at  Margam  Park  on  Oct.  2nd;  250+  at  Abercastle, 
PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  10th;  100  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  12th;  flocks  of  50  -  90 
)irds  noted  at  eight  sites  in  the  south  of  BRECON  in  August,  with  max.  of  100  at  Ftostyll,  110 
it  Pennorth  and  150  at  both  Pipton  and  Aberbran.  300+  at  Warren  Road,  Brecon  on  Aug.  24th; 
xlOO  at  Llanbabo,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  22nd  and  c.80  here  on  the  30th.  Monthly  maximum 
lounts  at  Cemlyn: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
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TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLFAN  Y  MYNYDD 

'C)  Breeding  resident  in  small  numbers  with  a  patchy  distribution.  Absent  from  most  western 
ireas.  Declining  in  most  areas. 

\  summary  of  records:  GWENT:  7  at  Caerleon  on  Feb.  4th,  one  at  Bica  Common  on  July  1 1th,  6 
at  West  Pill  on  Sept.  24th,  2+  at  Dingestow  in  July  &  December,  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on 
Mov.  9th  and  12  at  Porton  on  Dec.  12th.  Breeding  records  included  3y  from  a  nest  box  at 

ILlanllowell  and  28y  from  8  nests  at  Porton.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  Pendoylan  on  Jan.  1 1th 
and  one  there  on  Feb.  22nd,  10+  at  Monknash  on  Feb.  6th.  In  the  breeding  season  8  birds  were 
reported  from  two  nest  boxes  at  Monkton  on  May  23Kl  (first  brood)  and  12  birds  were  from  4 
pairs  on  July  4th  (second  brood).  There  were  4  ads  and  1  juv  at  Broughton  on  July  30th.  The 
only  second  winter  period  record  was  of  one  at  Ty’n  y  Caeau  Fm  on  Nov.  23K. 
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The  only  record  in  GOWER  was  of  one  at  Kimley  Moor  on  Nov.  6  ;  up  to  6  were  in  the  Castle  i 
Morris  area,  PEMBROKE  January  -  March,  one  pair  bred  once  again  Ramsey  rearing  6  young. 
In  autumn,  one  was  in  the  St.  David’s  airfield  area  on  Oct.  1 5th;  33  pairs  were  located  at  12  sites  t 
in  BRECON:  Glasbury  Wye,  Hay,  Slwch,  Llechfaen,  Waun-y-Mynach,  Pantycored,  Trehenry, 
Draen,  Pontybat,  Brechfa,  Aberbran  and  Troedyrham.  Birds  were  reported  from  a  further  five 
sites  in  spring  (Dolmenyn,  Aberduhonw,  Dderw,  Danyfan  and  Pennorth)  suggesting  the  county 
population  is  probably  around  40  -  50  pairs.  Post-breeding  flocks  included  15  at  Trehenry'  on 
Sept.  3ui  and  15  at  Aberbran  on  the  10th.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  50+  were  in  weedy  roots  at 
Scethrog  Farm  during  November/December,  8  at  Pantycored  on  Nov.  23ui  and  2  at  Dderw  on 
the  30th  and  6  -  10  at  Aberbran  on  Dec.  4th; 

In  MONTGOMERY  2-3  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  12-15  prs  in  nest  boxes  near  Bishop’s 
Castle  and  2-3  prs  at  Pwll  Penarth.  The  Largest  count  was  of  120  at  Dolydd  Hafren;  3  at 
Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.  24lh;  CAERNARFON:  there  was  one  at  Glanwydden,  t 
Penrhyn  Bay  on  Jan.  1st  and  two  here  on  18th  ,  one  at  Morfa  Aber  on  Jan.  25th,  one  at  Conwy  i 
RSPB  on  Apr.  26th,  one  on  Bardsey  on  Sept.  15th  &  17th  with  another  here  on  27th  -  28th  and 
one  on  the  Great  Orme  on  Oct.  6th;  ANGLESEY:  6,  including  juveniles,  were  reported  at  a 
feeder  at  Maesoglan  near  Llangaffo,  with  one  (possibly  breeding)  recorded  near  Llangristiolus. 
There  were  singles  at  Wilpol  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  1st  &  14th;  reported  in  ones  or  two’s  from  4 
sites  in  DENBIGH  and  from  6  sites  in  FLINT,  max.  6  at  Point  of  Air  on  Oct.  30th  and  1 1  at 
Buckley  on  Dec.  29th. 

2002:  Additional  record:  50  at  Hawarden,  FLINT  on  Jan.  1st. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  numerous  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Possibly  declining. 
Counts  of  over  150  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  201  were  at  Blaencaerau  Farm,  Maesteg 
on  Jan.  12  .  In  the  breeding  season  there  were  7  singing  males  at  Kenfig,  23  at  Nantyffyllon 
and  41  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia.  Autumn  movements  included  2,000  N  in  three  hours  at  Lavemoek 
Point  on  Oct.  30th,  200  E  past  Nash  Point  on  Oct.  31st  and  190  E  past  Dunraven  on  Nov.  2nd.  In 
the  second  winter  period  there  was  a  high  count  of  350  at  Llanwonno  on  Nov.  2 IT 
In  GOWER:  150  at  Bovehill  Farm  on  Jan.  11th,  160+  at  Margam  Park  on  the  18th.  240  at  , 
Margam  Park  on  Oct.  30lh,  200  at  the  Gnoll  on  Nov.  21st,  250  at  Margam  on  Dec.  1 1th  and  150 
at  Cwm  Philip  on  the  3 1 st. 

Autumn  passage  was  recorded  on  Skomer  and  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  Sept.  24th  -  Nov.  28th,  ill 
peaking  late  October  (max  144  east  on  the  29th).  At  Strumble  Head  126  flew  south  off  the  sea 
on  Oct.  19th  and  270  passed  in  1  hr  on  24th.  A  few  large  flocks  were  noted  in  BRECON,  all  on 
roots,  with  max.  of  250  at  Gethinog  on  Jan.  10th,  400  at  Maesyron,  Cynala  in  January  -  March. 
Late  year  flocks  were  150  on  a  grazed  root  field  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach  on  Sept.  4th,  150+  on 
beech  mast  on  the  Epynt  on  Nov.  19th;  CAERNARFON:  A  pair  nested  on  Bardsey  fledging 
three  young.  This  is  only  the  fifth  time  that  the  species  has  nested  on  the  island.  There  were  400 
at  Gian  yr  Afon,  Caeathro  on  Jan.  12th,  200  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  8th  with  1,027  here  on  the  26th 
and  500+  passed  over  Uwchmynydd,  Aberdaron  on  Oct.  29th. 
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5RAMBLING  Fringilla  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

C)  Winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers;  seldom  numerous  and  usually  locally  distributed. 


luminary  of  records  from  counties: 
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n  GWENT  there  were  100  at  Treowen  on  Feb.  18th  and  small  numbers  at  6  other  sites  in  the 
,'iarly  part  of  the  year.  3  at  Penallt  and  one  at  Dingestow  on  Apr.  10th.  Small  numbers  at  4  sites 
n  the  second  winter  period.  There  were  10  moving  north  at  Lavernock  Point,  E. 
3LAMORGAN  on  Oct.  30th  and  at  Llanwonno  numbers  peaked  at  a  notable  52  on  Dec.  11th. 
Kt  least  10  were  with  Chaffinches  near  Felincamlais,  BRECON  on  Feb.  21st;  12  over 
Jwchmynydd,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  29th,  and  a  male  was  singing  near  Aber  falls  on  Apr. 
6th;  7  flew  in  off  the  sea  at  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  1 1th. 


,  >ERIN  Serinus  serinus  LLINOS  FRECH 

A)  A  rare  passage  migrant. 

*  \  singing  male  was  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  May  9lh,  a  male  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  May  24lh  (the  third  for  the  island). 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

C)  Common  resident,  increasing;  partial  post-breeding  migrant. 

Counts  of  over  100  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  autumn  passage  included  180  at  Sully  Island 
)n  Sept.  27th  and  130  at  Lavernock  Point  on  Oct.  12th.  The  highest  winter  count  was  160  at 
Clearwell  Farm  on  Nov.  4th;  in  GOWER:  130  along  the  Swansea  Canal,  Clydach  in  January, 
100  in  November,  220  in  the  scrub  at  Blackpill  on  Nov.  30lh  and  130  there  on  Dec.  12th;  at 
'  strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  140  passed  in  1  hr  on  Oct.  24th,  250+  regularly  fed  on  sunflowers 
it  Whitesands  October;  the  Talybont  dam  roost,  BRECON  held  250+  on  Jan.  10lh  and  420 
luring  December.  185  birds  were  counted  entering  the  Ffrwdgrech  roost  on  Feb.  8th;  896  on 
3ardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  26th,  146  the  next  day  and  130  on  29th. 

|  GOLDFINCH  Carduelis  carduelis  NICO 

'C)  Resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  possibly  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Population  is  increasing. 

Flocks  of  over  50  included:  in  GWENT:  50  at  Uskmouth  January  -  February  and  at  Gobion  on 
Feb.  7th  and  up  to  65  at  Magor  in  February  -  March.  60  were  at  Peterstone  Wentloog  on  Aug. 
2nd,  105  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Sept.  6th,  120  at  Goldcliff  during  the  autumn,  52  at  Ynysfro 
Tes.  on  Nov.  25lh  and  70  at  Bryn  Bach  Park  on  Dec.  10th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  largest 
flock  in  the  first  winter  period  was  180  at  Old  St  Mellons  on  Jan.  28lh.  200  at  Lavernock  Point 
i  an  Sept.  19th,  100+  at  Hirwaun  Common  and  200+  at  Cosmeston.  Autumn  passage  numbers  at 

i  Lavernock  Point  peaked  at  190  on  Oct.  12th  and  there  were  78  on  Flat  Holm  on  Oct.  12th,  200  at 
Gileston  on  Oct.  3fst  and  210  at  Dunraven  on  Nov.  2nd.  Inland  there  were  winter  flocks  of  52  at 
Ystrad  Mynach  on  Nov.  28th  and  120  at  Nantyffyllon  on  Dec.  6th.  In  GOWER:  50  on  the 
Loughor  Foreshore  on  Jan.  6th,  55  at  Port  Eynon  on  Sept.  25th,  50  at  Taibach  in  December;  in 
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BRECON:  50  at  Gethinog  on  Jan.  10th,  300  in  early  September  at  Llangasty,  75  at  Mynydd 
Illtyd  on  Sept.  2nd  &  28th,  65  on  Scabious  seedheads  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  on  the  6th  and  275  at 
the  Roman  Road  on  the  18th. 

In  CAERNARFON:  two  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  one  fledging  three  young  and  the  other  four 
young.  This  is  only  the  fourth  year  this  species  has  nested  on  the  island  since  1901.  74  on  the 
island  on  Apr.  28th  and  52  on  Oct.  10th.  Elsewhere  60  at  Eithinog  &  Brewery  Fields,  Bangor  on 
Sept.  2nd  with  100  here  on  6lh  &  9th  and  50  at  Treborth  Botanic- Gardens  on  Aug.  29th. 

On  ANGLESEY:  Flocks  of  50  or  more  were  60-70  at  South  Stack  on  May  1 1th,  c.  50  at  Llyn 
Alaw  on  July  27th  with  c.  60  here  on  Sept.  18th,  c.  100  on  Oct.  2nd,  c.80  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on 
Aug.  30th,  65  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  on  Oct.  13th,  60  at  Llaneilian  on  Aug.  31st  and  150  at  Ger-y-  i 
pare,  Brynteg  on  Sept.  4lh. 


SISKIN  Carduelis.  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  species;  numerous  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Large  counts  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  100  at  Bryn  Bach  Park  on  Jan.  1st,  40 
by  the  canal  at  Rogerstone  in  January  -  February  and  up  to  50  in  a  garden  at  Pentrepiod  in  June 
&  July.  Successful  breeding  occurred  at  Cwmynyscoy.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  27  at  Parc  Cwm 
Darren  on  Jan.  5th  and  60  at  Old  St  Mellons  on  Feb.  6lh.  Breeding  was  reported  from  nine 
localities  with  the  only  definite  juvs  being  recorded  at  Tirfounder  Fields  on  Jan.  5th.  Small 
flocks  were  observed  at  several  coastal  watchpoints  in  autumn  with  a  high  of  10  past  Lavemock 
Point  on  Oct.  30th  and  the  highest  second  winter  period  count  comprised  148  at  Maindy  Woods 
on  Dec.  17th.  Bred  at  1  site  in  GOWER  and  present  at  14  others,  the  max.  flock  was  85  at 
Fendrod  Lake  on  Jan.  30th. 

Numbers  were  again  low  during  the  breeding  season  BRECON  with  only  50  territorial  males  or 
pairs  noted,  the  max.  being  10  at  both  Glasfynydd  and  Crychan  forests.  Early  year  max.  in 


January  70  at  Llangasty  on  18th.  Post-breeding  flocks:  75  near  Cross  Oak  on  Oct.  25tn,  70  at 


th 


Garth  Lake  on  7th,  and  40  in  three  flocks  between  Builth  and  Brynwem  Bridge  on  Nov.  13th. 
December  flocks  included  25  at  Ty  Mawr  Wood,  Llangasty  throughout  and  up  to  100  at  Cwm 
Dyfnant,  Epynt  on  the  30lh;  CAERNARFON:  migrant  over  the  Great  Orme  in  spring  and 


ll 


autumn,  max  47  on  Apr.  24th,  while  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  15  on  Oct.  12ln  and  27  on  the 


26th.  A  family  party  was  at  Clogwyn,  Nantmor  on  July  10m  -17 


Nth 


ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  29th;  40  at  Clocaenog  Forest,  DENBIGH  on  Dec.  8 


th. 

th 


!E 


45  over  Penmon, 


LINNET  Carduelis  cannabina  LLINOS 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Counts  of  over  150  included:  200  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Oct.  12th;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  250  at  Gileston  on  Jan.  9th,  250  at  Garth  Hill  on  Feb.  29th.  Breeding  was 
reported  at  thirty  eight  sites  throughout  the  recording  area  with  many  juvs  seen.  Post  breeding 
flocks  comprised  1,000  at  Sker  on  Aug.  26th,  400  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Aug.  30th,  1,000 
at  Ty’n  y  Caeau  Farm,  Monknash  on  Sept.  17th  and  600+  at  Llangynwyd,  Maesteg  on  Sept. 
20th.  Some  large  autumn  passage  flocks  were  noted  with  800  west  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on 
Sept.  28th  and  600  east  at  Gileston  on  Oct.  31st. 

In  GOWER:  220  at  Bovehill  Farm  on  Jan.  2nd,  210  at  Salthouse  Point  on  Feb.  29th  and  400  at 
Penclawdd  sewage  works  on  Oct.  3,d;  500+  Abercastle,  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  6th  and  c400  in 
unharvested  flax  at  Treferfyn  on  Aug.  28th;  150  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  21st  and 
400  on  stubble  near  Llanon  on  Sept.  26th;  reported  to  be  a  very  common  breeding  bird  in  scrub 
at  Aberdyfi  golf  links,  MEIRIONNYDD,  with  flocks  of  300-400  there  on  July  28th;  150  at 
Fferm  Moelyci,  Tregarth,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  19th.  A  minimum  of  180  young  fledged  on 
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dardsey,  comprising  of  72  family  parties.  Monthly  maximum  counts  included  224  in  April,  150 
n  both  July  &  September  and  200  in  October. 

>00  at  Llaneilian,  ANGLESEY  on  July  23rd,  185  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  El  &  160  on  the  17lh, 
150  at  Penrhyn  Gwyn,  Aberffraw  on  July  2nd  and  c.  170  in  a  turnip  field  at  Carmel  Head  on 
Sept.  24th. 

TWITE  Carduelis  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

'A)  Scarce  breeding  species,  presumably  resident,  declining  in  range,  now  apparently  extinct  in 
Meirionnydd,  a  former  stronghold;  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  very  small 
lumbers. 

All  records  were:  a  male  and  2  females/immatures  were  at  Werfa  Mast,  above  Bwlch-yr-Afan, 
GOWER  from  December  2003,  also  seen  Jan.  6th  &  9th  and  Feb.  1st  &  8th;  in  CAERNARFON: 
at  least  4  pairs  were  recorded  in  the  Camedd  Llywelyn  —  Foel  Fras-  Camedd  Dafydd  area  on 
Vlay  16th  and  there  were  4  in  Nant  Ffrancon  on  Apr.  25th  and  2  in  Cwm  Idwal  on  May  15th. 
There  were  c.  75  at  the  old  pumping  station  at  Gerlan  on  Aug.  14th  and  two  on  the  old  Ogwen 

I  Valley  road  on  Sept.  26th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  1 1  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias  on 
Get.  12th  with  7  here  on  the  17th  and  3  on  the  estuary  at  Conwy  RSPB  from  Nov.  23ld  through  to 
December.  Singles  were  recorded  on  Bardsey  on  July  27th  &  Oct.  6th.  On  ANGLESEY:  there 
were  30  at  the  saltmarsh  at  Traeth  Abermenai  on  Feb.  2Ll  and  a  single  at  Malltraeth  on  Jan. 

-  11th  with  7  at  the  Cefni  estuary  on  the  14th.  In  the  second  winter  period  12  were  feeding  on 
grassy  areas  at  Plas  Newydd  on  Oct.  5th,  with  20  at  Abermenai  Point  on  Nov.  14th,  two  with 
’  Greenfinches  at  Foel  on  Nov.  21st,  one  with  Linnets  at  the  Cefni  estuary  on  Dec.  13th  and  4  at 
Rhosneigr  on  the  21st,  3  there  on  the  31st.  In  FLINT:  21  at  Flint  on  Mar.  8th,  40  at  Connah’s 
Quay  on  the  9th  with  4  still  there  on  Apr.  23rd.  In  the  second  winter  period.  55  at  Flint  on  Nov. 

127th  &  80  there  on  Dec.  30th  and  40  at  Gronant  on  Dec.  27th. 

LESSER  REDPOLL  Carduelis  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH  LEIAF 

(C)  Partial  migrant,  widely  distributed  as  a  breeding  bird  but  probably  declining.  Passage 
migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers. 

Large  counts  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  30+  at  Gilwem  on  Jan.  7th,  80+ 
around  Abergavenny  on  the  14th,  56  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  the  16th,  20  at  Waun  y  Pound  in 
March  and  60  at  Wentwood  on  Oct.  5th.  2  prs  bred  at  Blaenserchan.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  10  at 
Llanilid  on  Jan.  9th,  20  at  Draethen  on  Feb.  9th,  24  at  Tirfounder  Fields  on  Feb.  10th  and  15  at 
Llangynwyd  sewage  works  on  Apr.  1 6th.  Singing  males  were  reported  from  fifteen  sites  but  the 
only  juvs  seen  were  at  Hirwaun.  Highest  post  breeding  and  second  winter  period  counts 
comprised  20  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia  on  Sept.  23rd,  18  at  Kenfig  on  Oct.  17th,  12  at  Mynydd 
Eglwysilan  on  Nov.  14th,  35  at  Abercwmboi  Lake  on  Dec.  3ld  and  66  at  Nantyffyllon  on  Dec. 
6th.  No  large  flocks  over  10  were  reported  in  GOWER. 

In  BRECON,  25  by  the  Usk  at  Scethrog  on  Feb.  22nd.  61  territories  were  noted  south  of  the 
Epynt  during  the  breeding  season,  with  the  main  counts  at  the  following  sites:  Glasfynydd  (10), 
Mynydd  Aberyscir  (10),  Battle  Hill  (7),  Fan  Bwlch  Chwyth  (5),  Pentrebach  (5),  Rhome  (4)  and 
Crai  Reservoir  (3).  The  MOD  Bird  Count  on  the  Sennybridge  Range  revealed  32  males  on 

(territory.  In  the  north,  counts  of  breeding  pairs  were  as  follows:  Bronffynon  (10),  Comin-y- 
Garth  (4),  north  Crychan  (4),  Waen  Rydd  (4),  Comin  Coch  (3)  and  singles  at  three  other  sites. 

1  Post-breeding,  during  the  first  week  of  September  flocks  of  55,  25  and  20  were  noted  at 
Nantybeudy  (Crai),  Llandefalle  Hill  and  Castle  Drake  (Glasfynydd)  respectively.  After  that, 
six  flocks  of  between  10  and  27  birds  were  located  during  October  and  November,  and  32  were 
ringed  at  Llangasty  on  Nov.  14th. 
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A  noticeable  increase  in  breeding  numbers  was  reported  in  RADNOR,  max.  40  in  the  Elan 
Valley  on  Jan.  4th;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  there  were  two  S  of  Tanygrisiau  reservoir  on  June  16th 
and  birds  were  recorded  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  May  14  &  15  ,  between  Penmaenpool  and 
Barmouth  on  May  12th  and  one  in  Cwm  Nantcol  on  May  14th;  in  CAERNARFON:  50+  at 
Dolgarrog  on  Dec.  28th,  36  near  Llanbedr-y-cennin  on  Nov.  22nd  and  a  total  of  17  above  Coedty 
reservoir  on  July  27th.  Records  indicating  breeding  were  two  pairs  above  Coedty  reservoir  on 
June  5th  with  two  broods  in  this  area  on  July  27th,  three  pairs  near  Llyn  Eigiau  on  June  5lh  and 
small  numbers  recorded  at  several  locations  along  Lon  Eifion,  including  one  singing  male  at 
Bryn  y  Gro  and  three  singing  males  S  of  Bryn  y  Gro  on  July  18th.  There  were  6  in  Nant 
Ffrancon  on  May  31st.  A  few  pairs  were  also  regular  in  Beddgelert  Forest  in  spring  and 
summer,  with  the  species  thought  to  have  bred  there,  and  a  max  of  12  recorded  here  in  June. 
The  species  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  over  the  Great  Orme  in  spring  and  autumn,  max  35  on 
Apr.  24th.  Spring  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  41  on  Apr.  26th  and  45  on  the  27th,  with  the 
autumn  peak  of  12  on  Oct.  8th.  On  ANGLESEY:  36  at  South  Stack  on  May  1 1th  and  30  there  on 
the  12th,  14  at  Gors  Goch  on  July  2nd  included  a  number  of  recently  fledged  juveniles  and  there 
were  30  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  Dec.  21st. 

COMMON  REDPOLL  Carduelis  flammea  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

(A)  Unusual  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

A  total  of  6  birds  recorded  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  singles  on  Apr.  19th,  May  12th,  3  on 
the  13lh  and  an  adult  male  16th  -  17th. 

2003:  a  single  at  Whiteford  Plantation,  GOWER  on  Mar.  27th. 

ARCTIC  REDPOLL  Carduelis  hornemanni  LLINOS  BENGOCH  ARCTIG 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

2002:  a  single  at  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  15th  &  23rd. 

The  only  previous  records  came  from  1996  (4  individuals)  and  1987. 

ROCK  BUNTING  Emberiza  cia  BRAS  Y  GRAIG  \ 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

1958  Dale  Fort,  PEMBROKE  on  15th  August,  is  no  longer  considered  acceptable  (Brit.  Birds 
53:173).  The  only  accepted  Welsh  record  is  of  a  male  on  Bardsey  on  June  1st  1967. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

(C)  An  increasing  resident  species  although  numbers  fluctuate;  occasional  irruptive  immigrant. 
Large  counts  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  8  over  Skirrid  Fach  on  Jan.  29th, 
family  groups  seen  at  Trelleck,  possible  breeding  took  place  at  Treowen  and  Skirrid  Fach.  5  at 
Wentwood  on  June  15lh  and  at  The  Hendre  on  Aug.  4th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  first  winter 
period  there  were  2  at  Blaencannaid  on  Feb.  23,d  and  birds  were  seen  in  the  Maesteg  area  on 
four  dates,  max  2  pairs  on  May  22nd.  6  juvs.  were  reported  at  Garw  Fechan,  a  pair  were  at 
Draethen  on  June  14th,  6  at  Caerau,  Maesteg  on  Sept.  16th  and  one  passed  Lavemock  Point  on 
Oct.  30lh.  At  Llanwonno,  birds  were  reported  from  July  right  through  to  December  with  a  max  : 
of  29  at  Darwonno  Forest  on  Nov.  21st  and  30  at  Cwm  Garw  Fechan  on  Nov.  30th.  In  GOWER:  ‘ 
small  numbers  only.  2  at  Pelenna  Forest  on  Feb.  15th,  a  pair  at  Cwm  y  Garn  Mynydd  Margam 
on  the  16th,  a  singing  male  at  Mynydd  Nant-y-Bar  on  the  28th.  Single  at  Gallt  y  Cwm  on  Apr. 
3ld,  at  Cwm  Kenfig  on  the  9th,  5  at  Foel  Fynyddau  on  the  10lh  and  2  at  Moel  Tonmawr  on  the 
24th.  Pair  at  Mynydd  Dinas  May  12th,  pair  Mynydd  Resolven  on  the  16th,  5  over  Mynydd  Nant  1 
y  Bar  on  Nov.  23ld  and  one  at  Pelenna  on  Dec.  27th. There  were  3  parties,  total  12  at  Cefn  Mawr, 
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Abercregan  on  Oct.  31st,  12  in  2  parties  there  on  Nov.  14th.  Max.  of  9  at  Whiteford  NNR  on 
Feb.  13th,  10  at  Morfa  Pinewood,  including  4  singing  on  Mar.  7th. 

In  CEREDIGION  very  few  were  reported  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  but  increase  in  records 
from  July  and  some  birds  were  displaying  at  Hafod  Arch,  nr  Cwmystwyth  in  December. 

In  BRECON  there  were  no  reports  during  the  first  winter  period.  A  single  bird  flew  south  over 
i  Camgafallt  Common  on  June  8th.  After  the  breeding  season,  birds  were  located  at  the  Usk  from 
June  onwards  and  at  Battle  Hill  Forest,  where  a  pair  with  two  juveniles  on  Aug.  8th  probably 
indicated  local  breeding  success.  These  sites  also  produced  the  only  autumn  Rocks  with  20  at 
Battle  Hill  on  Oct.  25th  and  14  at  the  Usk  on  Dec.  9th.  4  birds  which  flew  north  over  Cradoc  on 
Nov.  15th  may  have  come  from  Coed  Fennifach. 

95  were  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  Oct.  10th  and  there  were  7  in  a  garden  at  Pentre 
Beirdd,  MONTGOMERY  in  February;  one  flew  over  the  Coed  y  Brenin  visitor  centre 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  22nd  and  there  were  several  small  groups  at  Trawscoed  on  Dec.  26th; 
In  CAERNARFON  the  Gwydyr  Forest  produced  a  good  number  of  sightings,  including  a  pair 
at  Llyn  Bodgynydd  on  May  31st,  5  including  juveniles  at  Hafna  mine  on  June  15th,  a  pair  and 
two  juveniles  near  Diosgydd  on  July  12lh  and  a  Rock  of  25+  near  Llyn  Elsi  on  the  25lh  that 
contained  at  least  9  juveniles.  There  were  7  at  Betws  y  Coed  on  Mar.  13th,  4  near  Llyn  Elsi  on 
Nov.  2nd  and  20+  there  on  the  30th.  Several  small  parties  were  seen  in  flight  near  Llyn  Bychan 
on  Dec.  9th.  Elsewhere  there  were  two  at  Cwm  Hafodyredwydd  near  Llyn  Conwy  on  July  18th, 
3  in  Beddgelert  Forest  on  Oct.  10lh  and  2  at  Rhostryfan  on  Nov.  27th; 

On  ANGLESEY  there  were  many  records  from  Newborough  Forest  in  the  first  winter  period, 
mainly  around  the  main  car  park,  with  the  highest  counts  13  on  Jan.  4th,  1 8  on  Feb.  7th  including 
3  singing  males,  16  on  the  13th  and  1 1  on  the  29th.  The  last  record  here  was  of  3  on  Mar.  30th. 
There  were  4+  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  on  Feb.  21st  including  a  singing  male,  2  at  Newborough 
Warren  on  the  17th  and  at  least  3  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  June  28th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there 
were  5  at  the  Carmel  Head  plantation  on  Oct.  1 1th  with  4  here  on  the  28th  and  6  on  the  31st,  13 
flew  over  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  the  26th,  13  flew  over  Traeth  Lligwy  on  the  28lh,  6  at  Llyn  Cefni 
on  the  27lh,  one  in  Newborough  Forest  on  the  30th.  In  December  there  were  5-10  at  Mynydd 
Llwydiarth  on  the  19th  and  and  3  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  the  23'd;  30  at  Clocaenog,  DENBIGH  on 
Nov.  16th  and  50  there  on  Dec.  8th. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  LLINOS  GOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles;  Female/imm.  Worms  Head,  GOWER  Nov.  lsl  (first  for  that 
county),  in  PEMBROKE  female/immatures  at  Strumble  Head,  May  30th  and  on  Skomer  Sept. 
5th  -  6th,  an  immature  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  26th  &  28,h  and  a  juvenile  at 
Soldier’s  Point,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  19th. 

2001;  a  1st  s  male,  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  CAERNARFON  June  10th,  not  on  Bardsey  as 
previously  printed. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

(C)  A  fairly  numerous  resident  in  the  lowlands ,  patchier  in  its  distribution  in  the  far  west  and 
scarce  in  the  uplands,  other  than  in  some  areas  of  recent  afforestation.  Now  thought  to  be 
declining.  Unusual  on  the  islands. 

A  male  was  present  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  12th  -  17th. 

! 
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HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

(C)  Resident  in  small  numbers  in  lowland  areas,  principally  in  east  Wales  and  in  the  Dolgellau  I 
area  of  Meirionnydd.  Formerly  scarcer.  Some  evidence  of  small-scale  immigration  in  winter. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  singles  at  The  Hendre  in  January  -  March,  5  at  Piercefield  Park  ' 
on  Apr.  9th,  2  at  St.  Pierre  Wood  on  Apr.  27th  and  a  flock  of  18  over  The  Hendre  on  Dec.  10th. 

6  nests  with  eggs  were  found  in  the  south  of  the  county  but  only  one  reared  2y  after  squirrel  /  I 
Jay  predation  and  one  was  heard  singing  at  Lower  Minnetts  Wood  on  June  20th;  in  E.  | 
GLAMORGAN:  3  males  at  Cwm  Nofydd  on  Apr.  3rd,  a  male  on  a  bird  table  at  Nottage  on  May 
3rd,  another  on  a  bird  table  at  Pencoed  on  June  1st,  3  at  Tair  Onnen  on  Dec.  28th  and  a  female  at 
Tongwynlais  on  Dec.  28th. 

There  were  2  at  Doldowlod  RADNOR  on  Sept.  20th  and  one  at  Glasbury  on  Oct.  2nd;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  at  the  Llanelltyd  roost  the  maximum  number  reported  in  January  was  3  on 
the  8th  and  two  flew  in  to  roost  here  on  Aug.  21st,  elsewhere  there  was  one  at  Maentwrog  on 
May  14  ;  in  CAERNARFON:  there  were  many  records  at  Llanbedr-y-cennin  in  the  first  winter 
period,  max.  4  on  Jan.  f 1  &  4th,  8  on  17th  and  5  on  the  18th.  There  were  2  at  Caerhun  on  Mar.  9th 
with  5  here  on  Apr.  25th  and  one  on  the  30th.  One  at  the  Water  Gardens,  Rowen  on  Aug.  14th.  I 
There  was  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  at  Cerrig-y-rhwydwr  near  Pont  Croesor  on  June  1 1th  and  two 
were  recorded  at  Eithinog  &  Brewery  Fields,  Bangor  on  Sept.  5th.  One  was  recorded  on 
Bardsey  on  Oct.  23,d. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  especially  in  autumn,  and  an 
occasional  winter  resident. 

All  records  were:  one  at  Collister  Pill,  GWENT  on  Jan.  24th;  a  male  at  Cwm  Ivy,  GOWER  on 
Oct.  17th;  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  15th  -  18th,  2  on  Oct.  1 1th  and  one  on  3D1,  a  single 
also  at  St.  David’s  Head  on  Oct.  8th  ;  two  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  7th  with  one 
remaining  to  12th  and  another  bird  here  on  the  9th,  singles  on  the  Great  Orme  on  Oct.  8th  and  at 
Cilan  Head  on  the  29th.  One  at  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  9th  and  one  at  South  Stack  on 
the  28th.  2  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  Oct.  30th. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

(B)  Regular  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

In  the  first  winter  period:  one  at  Brynberian,  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  27th;  in  CAERNARFON: 
there  was  a  1st  winter  female  at  Conwy  Morfa  golf  course  Feb.  14th  -15th  and  an  adult  male  at 
West  Shore,  Llandudno  Feb.  22nd  -  27th. 

On  the  high  tops,  there  were  two  near  the  summit  of  Drum,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  9th. 

During  autumn  passage:  a  female  at  Port  Talbot  breakwater,  GOWER  on  Oct.  16  ;  a  male 
Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  9th,  2  Fishguard  Harbour  Oct.  17th,  3  there  on  3  f 1  and  a 
male  at  Newgale  on  the  30th.  Two  at  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  Oct.  14th,  up  to  4  at 
Ynyslas  from  Oct.  16th  -  Dec.  25lh  and  one  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  on  Nov.  14th.  In 
CAERNARFON:  one  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  9th,  with  2  here  on  the  10th,  1st  winter  birds  on  the 
Great  Orme  on  Oct.  16th  and  24th  with  two  birds  here  on  the  17th.  There  was  one  at  the  Alaw 
Estuary,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  9th,  one  at  The  Range  on  the  1 5th,  one  at  Cemlyn  on  the  25th.  One 
also  flew  over  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  Oct.  26th. 
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Second  winter  period:  up  to  four,  well  watched,  birds  were  then  to  be  found  on  the  Nevern  Est. 
PEMBROKE  from  Nov.  14th  to  the  year’s  end  and  one  flew  north  over  St.  David’s  airfield  on 
Dec.  6th;  in  CAERNARFON:  one  was  feeding  with  Linnets  at  Black  Rock  Sands  on  Nov.  29th 
and  one  on  the  Snowdon  massif  (SH6353)  on  Nov.  19th;  on  ANGLESEY:  there  were  4  at  Red 
Wharf  Bay  on  Nov.  5th,  2  at  Cemlyn  on  Nov.  2nd,  a  single  on  the  4th  and  on  Dec.  12th.  Singles 
also  at  Point  Lynas  on  Nov.  3rd  and  at  Moelfre  on  Nov.  7th;  in  DENBIGH  4  at  Pensarn  on  Mar. 
17th,  2  on  Nov.  16th  and  10  on  Dec.  30th,  a  single  on  Moel  Fammau  on  Nov.  16th  and  2  there  on 
Dec.  26th.  In  FLINT  a  single  at  Point  of  Air  on  Oct.  18th,  4  there  Nov.  13th  and  6  on  the  15th,  9 
also  at  Gronant  on  Dec.  4th. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MELYN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  Declining  as  a  resident  breeding  species  over  large  parts  of  Wales. 

Breeding  summaries  (not  full  surveys):  at  thirteen  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  with  max  4  pairs 
at  Maesteg  and  singing  males  in  suitable  habitat  at  a  further  five  sites;  in  BRECON:  109 
territories  were  noted  on  commons  and  in  mixed  farmland  areas  in  the  south  of  the  county 
(including  25  pairs  in  Yscir  parish  the  highest  ever  recorded  there)  and  26  in  eight  sites  in  the 
north.  However,  fortunes  appeared  to  be  mixed  with  one  observer  noting  that  all  birds  had 
gone  from  the  Danyfan  area,  and  others  commenting  that  extensive  coppicing  of  mature 
hedgerows  under  Tir  Gofal  had  led  to  local  extinctions.  In  November,  about  180  birds  were 
located  at  13  sites,  with  max.  of  50  at  Ffostyll,  25  at  Tregoyd  and  20  at  both  Courtyplyfyn  and 
Dderw. 

An  innovative  farmland  seed-eating  bird  recovery  project  has  been  set  up  within  a  6km  radius 
of  Rhayader  Town  clock,  targetting  this  species  and  eight  other  species.  23  supplementary 
feeding  stations  have  already  been  installed  (many  in  Radnor),  and  over  a  hectare  of  linseed  and 
mustard  sown  to  offer  winter  feed.  About  45  Yellowhammer  have  been  attracted  thus  tar  as 
well  as  sustaining  other  species  over  the  winter. 

There  were  a  total  of  1 1  singing  males  around  the  Tan  y  Coed  Clegyr  area,  CAERNARFON  on 
May  11th. 

The  only  large  flocks  (over  20)  reported  were:  40  at  Dingestow,  GWENT  on  Dec.  28lh;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  40+  at  Ty’n  y  Caeau  Farm,  Monknash  on  Jan.  12th,  25  at  Slade  Paddocks, 
Llanmaes  Jan.  29th  -  Feb.  24th  and  30  at  Llancadle  on  Nov.  14th;  35+  at  Pitton,  GOWER  on  Jan. 
18th;  20+  behind  Angle  Lifeboat  Station,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  8lh;  the  largest  numbers  in 
CAERNARFON  were  recorded  at  Ger-y-parc,  Brynteg,  where  the  monthly  maximum  counts 
were:  24  in  January,  23  in  February  and  16  in  December. 

CIRL  BUNTING  Emberiza  cirlus  BRAS  FFRAINC 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  female  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  23rd  was  the  third  record  for  the  island  and  the 
first  in  Wales  since  1984,  also  on  Bardsey. 

REED  BUNTING  Emberiza  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident  breeding  species,  mainly  in  waterside  habitats;  evidence  of  a 
small  autumn  emigration. 

The  only  large  flocks  reported  were:  60  in  two  flocks  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Feb.  1  ln  and 
30  there  on  Nov.  13th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  222  at  Blaencaerau  Farm,  Maesteg  on  Mar.  1 2th, 
20  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Sept.  19th  and  20  at  Ogmore  Forest  on  Nov.  23ld;  20  at  Eglwys 
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Nynydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Sept.  22nd;  34  at  Waun-y-Mynach,  BRECON  on  Nov.  21st;  45  at 
Aberdaron,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  30th. 

Breeding  was  reported  from  thirty  six  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  with  max  9- 1 1  pairs  at 
Llanilid.  A  total  of  142  territories  were  noted  during  the  breeding  season  in  BRECON.  The 
main  areas  were:  Sennybridge  Ranges  during  the  MOD  Bird  Count  in  late  May  (24), 
Bronfynnon  (15),  Usk  Reservoir/Glasfynydd  (10),  Crai/Penwyllt  (10),  Llyn  Dwr/Rhome/Maen 
Richard  ( 1 0,  a  record  there),  and  Llangorse  ( 10+). 

LITTLE  BUNTING  Emberiza pusilla  BRAS  LLEIAF 

(A )  Rare  vagrant. 

There  was  one  at  the  Braint  estuary,  ANGLESEY  from  Jan.  2El  to  at  least  Apr.  11th.  Three 
individuals  were  recorded  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  October;  one  on  the  26  ,  one  on  the 
28lh  and  another  on  the  3 1st. 

BLACK  HEADED  BUNTING  Emberiza  melanocephala  BRAS  PENDDU 

A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

A  juvenile  was  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  5th,  the  fifth  island  record. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milaria  calandra  BRAS  YR  YD 

(A)  Rare  breeding  bird  in  Flint.  Migrant  elsewhere. 

In  FLINT  a  male,  Bettisfield  on  May  15th  and  2  males  &  a  female  there  June  9th. 

ROSE-RINGED  PARAKEET 

One  seized  by  a  Sparrowhawk  at  Holt,  DENBIGH  on  Feb.  21st. 


Paddyfield  Warbler:  a  new  species  for  Wales 


In  2004,  I  started  working  part  time  and  was  able  to  visit  Llangorse  Lake  much  more 
frequently,  particularly  from  late  July  during  the  warbler  migration  period.  I  was  due  for  a  day 
off  on  1 1th  September  however,  but  Jeremy  Richards  told  me  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  the 
ringing  session  (he  wanted  to  twitch  a  local  Barred  Warbler)  and  I  found  myself  back  at  the 
Lake  for  my  25th  pre-dawn  visit  since  the  beginning  of  August.  The  Ringing  Group’s  attention 
had  recently  switched  from  the  wet  reedbeds  (for  catching  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers)  to  a  dry 
reedbed/scrub  site  some  200m  away  from  the  lake  edge  (for  Blackcaps). 

On  that  morning  a  tape  of  Blackcap  song  (plus  snatches  of  Chiffchaff,  Wood  Warbler,  Lesser 
Whitethroat  and  Barred  Warbler  song)  had  been  playing  since  before  dawn,  but  as  weather 
conditions  were  unsettled  only  4  nets  were  opened.  Catching  was  quiet  (in  contrast  to  our 
highest  ever  Blackcap  day  catch  the  morning  before)  with  just  4  birds  on  the  third  round.  One 
of  them  caught  my  attention  as  I  was  extracting  it  from  the  mist  net,  my  initial  reaction  was  a 
completely  washed  out  Sedge  Warbler,  and  I  realised  it  warranted  closer  scrutiny  back  at  in  the 
ringing  hut. 

After  ringing  the  other  3  birds,  I  re-examined  the  mystery  bird  and  took  a  few  measurements 
before  re-bagging  it  in  order  to  consult  Svensson  3ld  Edition  (the  only  reference  available).  I 
quickly  established  that  it  was  either  a  Paddyfield,  Blyth’s  Reed  or  Booted  Warbler  on  the  basis 
of  its  short  rounded  wing  (wing  length  60mm,  wing  point  3/4,  2nd  pp  =  6/7),  and  Svensson 
suggested  difficulties  in  separating  some  individual  birds.  I  had  previously  handled  two  of 
these  species  but  Paddyfield  was  completely  new  to  me.  A  more  thorough  examination  and 
further  measurements  were  undertaken  and  a  detailed  description  compiled. 

In-hand  description. 

General  impression  was  of  a  small  Reed  Warbler  with  a  Sedge  Warbler  head  (a  description  I 
subsequently  heard  on  a  Bird  Images  identification  video). 

The  upperparts  were  pale  (greyish)  brown  throughout  with  only  the  slightest  indication  of 
warmth  to  the  rump  (not  as  obvious  as  Svensson  suggests  is  typical  of  Paddyfield).  The  tertials 
(especially  the  2  larger  ones)  and  greater  coverts  had  slightly  darker  brown  centres.  The  alula 
did  not  appear  darker  (although  this  was  apparent  when  photographs  were  studied  showing  the 
inner  web  obviously  darker;  the  colour  contrast  of  the  tertials  was  also  more  obvious  in  the 
photographs). 

The  underparts  were  pale,  throat  and  belly  were  white  with  a  buffish  tint  to  the  breast  and 
flanks  which  extended  onto  the  sides  of  the  neck. 

The  most  obvious  feature  was  the  head  pattern,  with  a  broad  white  supercillium  (extending  well 
behind  eye),  a  dark  line  through  the  eye,  a  dark  edge  above  the  supercillium  (widening  at  the 
rear  to  meet  at  the  rear  crown,  and  gradually  blending  into  paler  brown  of  the  nape),  the  crown 
was  mid  brown  (noticeably  paler  than  the  lateral  crown  stripe  and  slightly  darker  than  the 
general  upperpart  colour)  and  uniformly  coloured  lacking  the  finely  streaked  appearance  of 
Sedge  Warbler. 

The  flight  feathers  were  darker  brown  than  the  upperparts  and  had  clear  pale  edging,  the  tail 
feathers  were  also  darker  brown  -  the  outer  pair  showing  no  white  edging  or  tipping.  The 
primaries  were  moderately  abraded  and  the  tail  feathers  more  so. 

The  upper  mandible  was  dark  horn,  the  lower  mandible  pale  becoming  slightly  darker  towards 
tip  (not  as  dark  and  distinctive  as  Svensson  suggests  for  most  Paddyfield  and  not  as 
darkfdistinct  as  on  a  Sedge  Warbler  examined  later).  The  legs  were  medium  brown  with  a  slight 


purple  tint  (a  similar  colour  but  slightly  darker  than  a  Sedge  Warbler  examined  later),  the  soles 
were  straw  coloured.  Indistinct  tongue  spots  were  present. 

The  bird  constantly  made  a  nasal  churring  sound  whilst  being  handled,  it  was  much  more  vocal 
than  Reed/Sedge  Warblers  normally  are. 

The  bird  appeared  to  be  a  typical  Acrocephalus  warbler,  and  the  detailed  examination  clearly 
ruled  out  Booted  Warbler  (graduated  tail  and  lack  of  white  in  the  outer  tail  feathers).  The 
thought  of  a  Reed/Sedge  Warbler  hybrid  was  also  considered  but  the  wing  length  and  formula 
were  entirely  inconsistent  with  either  of  these  species.  However  some  features  were  also 
inconsistent  with  the  2  other  options  (as  detailed  in  Svensson),  but  the  description  favoured 
Paddyfield.  There  were  more  inconsistencies  for  Blythe’s  Reed  (short  bill  and  tertial  contrast), 
and  I  could  not  recollect  any  of  the  previous  Blythe’s  I  had  handled  showing  such  a  strong  head 
pattern.  Although  1  was  not  entirely  convinced  that  it  was  a  Paddyfield  Warbler,  I  was 
confident  that  further  research  would  help.  The  bird  was  therefore  ringed  and  a  tick  on  its 
forehead  was  removed.  It  was  quickly  photographed  (by  Peter  Jenkins  with  some  stills  taken 
on  a  camcorder)  and  released  to  fly  off  behind  nearby  trees  and  was  not  seen  again.  Some  2 
hours  later  Martin  Preece  arrived  with  a  copy  of  the  Collins  guide.  This  did  not  actually  help 
much  as  the  rump  colour  was  so  emphasised  in  the  illustrations  (as  it  is  in  most  other  field 
guides  I  have  subsequently  looked  at),  making  the  species  look  almost  Nightingale  like. 

Further  Research 

On  arriving  home  I  contacted  Jeremy  Richards  and  Carlton  Parry,  two  active  members  of 
Llangorse  Ringing  Group.  Carlton  referred  me  to  a  note  in  British  Birds  (Bradshaw.  Vol  90. 
pl42)  about  just  such  a  Paddyfield  /  Blyth’s  Reed  dilemma.  It  was  clear  that  not  all  Paddyfield 
show  a  rich  rump  colour,  and  as  this  was  the  only  feature  causing  me  doubt  as  to  the  bird’s 
identity,  1  was  now  confident  that  the  bird  was  a  Paddyfield  Warbler.  Having  subsequently 
seen  several  photographs  (in  BB  and  Birding  World)  and  video  footage  (Bird  Images)  of  the 
two  species,  I  am  now  suiprised  that  I  had  initial  doubts  about  its  identity  -  obviously  due  to  my 
unfamiliarity  with  Paddyfield  Warbler  and  the  likelihood  of  one  being  caught  at  Llangorse.  I 
contacted  other  members  of  Llangorse  and  adjacent  Ringing  Groups  and  informed  the  County 
Recorder  (although  the  chances  of  relocating  the  bird  were  almost  nil).  The  bird  had  been 
caught  and  released  in  an  area  of  the  lake  that  did  not  have  public  access,  so  a  more  general 
announcement  could  not  be  made,  the  record  appeared  on  several  Birdlines  from  16th. 

This  record  has  now  been  accepted  by  BBRC  as  a  first  for  Wales,  an  extraordinary  record  for 
an  inland  western  county  -  although  an  entry  in  the  November  2004  issue  of  British  Birds  (Rare 
Bird  Report  2003)  has  the  following  query  “one  wonders  just  how  many  others  go  undetected 
in  southern  reedbeds”.  The  species’  breeding  range  is  often  quoted  as  the  Black  Sea  eastwards 
(including  the  aforementioned  Report),  although  there  have  been  isolated  breeding  records  for 
Finland  and  Estonia  from  the  late  1980’s  (BWP  Concise).  There  are  also  a  number  of  recent 
recoveries  of  Reed  Warblers,  ringed  in  the  Baltic  States  and  re-caught  in  southern  Britain, 
which  would  be  on  migration  to  their  West  African  wintering  grounds.  An  expanding  breeding 
population  of  Paddyfield  Warblers  could  be  adopting  the  same  migration  route,  which  is  a 
much  more  likely  scenario  than  of  a  Black  Sea  /  Central  Asian  origin. 

J.  M.  Lewis. 
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Osprey:  a  new  breeding  bird  in  Wales 

I 

Extensive  trawls  through  Welsh  ornithological  literature  fail  to  provide  evidence  that  ospreys 
have  ever  bred  in  Wales.  However,  records  from  the  19th  century  suggest  osprey  were  regularly 
observed  on  passage,  but  the  species  appears  to  have  suffered  merciless  persecution,  with  many 
references  to  birds  being  shot  or  pole  trapped. 

The  numbers  of  ospreys  recorded  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  in  Wales  has  increased  since 
the  1980s,  probably  in  synchrony  with  the  exponentially  growing  Scottish  population. 
Favoured  passage  sites  include  the  coastal  estuaries  and  the  large  inland  lakes  such  as  Talybont 
Reservoir,  Llyn  Brianne  and  Llyn  Brenig.  With  an  increase  in  sightings,  the  Forest 
Commission  erected  artificial  nest  platforms  in  several  locations  with  the  aim  to  encourage 
passage  birds  to  breed.  Until  2003,  no  site  in  Wales,  with  or  without  a  nest  platform,  had 
attracted  a  breeding  pair. 

Between  2000-2003  ospreys  had  been  regularly  recorded  in  two  locations,  Porthmadog  Cob 
and  at  another  location  within  Wales,  due  to  confidentiality  this  is  herein  referred  to  as  Osprey 
site  2). 

At  Porthmadog,  a  group  of  birdwatchers  witnessed  a  male  osprey  flying  towards  the  Glaslyn 
Valley  carrying  fish.  After  an  extensive  search,  on  the  17th  May  2004  a  large  nest  was  located 
in  a  silver  Fir,  the  incubating  female  was  clearly  visible  above  the  nest  rim.  This  immediately 
prompted  a  24  hour  nest  protection  scheme,  involving  local  volunteers,  WRSG  members  and 
RSPB,  CCW,  EAW,  and  SNPA  staff.  In  total  this  accounted  for  over  2,000  voluntary  hours. 

The  male  was  colour-ringed  (orange  Darvic  on  the  right  leg)  and  was  identified  as  a  bird 
hatched  near  Loch  Garten,  Scottish  Highlands  in  1998  and  translocated  to  Rutland  Water  to  be 
released  as  part  ot  the  Anglian  Water  Osprey  Project  in  partnership  with  Leicestershire  and 
Rutland  Wildlife  Trust.  This  was  the  first  time  this  bird  had  been  positively  identified  since 
1998  when  the  bird  was  translocated  and  released  at  Rutland  Water.  The  female  was  unringed 
and  is  assumed  to  have  originated  from  Scotland.  On  1 6th  June,  the  eggs  had  hatched  and  both 
adults  were  recorded  feeding  the  chicks.  During  mid-June  the  weather  deteriorated  with 
continuous  heavy  squalls  of  rain  and  south-westerly  winds.  On  the  1st  July,  the  nest  collapsed, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  both  chicks.  A  post-mortem  analysis  on  both  chicks  recorded  instant 
death  due  to  extensive  trauma,  resultant  of  the  fall. 

Despite  the  loss  of  both  chicks,  the  pair  remained  faithful  to  the  nesting  site,  which  is  a 
common  behavioural  trait  in  ospreys  when  breeding  efforts  have  failed.  The  pair  continued  to 
roost  on  favoured  perches  and  return  daily  with  fish.  The  male  also  demonstrated  fidelity  to  the 
site  with  regular  bouts  of  frustration  activity,  as  he  repaired  the  damaged  nest. 

1  After  local  consultation  the  RSPB  arranged  a  public  viewing  point  adjacent  to  Pont  Croesor, 
ironically  this  coincided  with  the  collapse  of  the  nest.  However,  over  an  eight  week  period 
8,000  visits  were  registered  at  the  viewing  point.  In  early  September,  both  birds  departed. 

In  2004,  a  second  pair  of  ospreys  were  confirmed  in  May  to  be  breeding  at  the  Osprey  site  2  in 
a  dead  larch  tree.  This  site  also  had  a  colour  ringed  male  (white  Darvic  on  the  left  leg),  whose 
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origin  was  from  Scotland  and  was  also  translocated  to  Rutland  Water  as  part  of  the  Anglian 
Water  Osprey  Project  in  1997.  The  female  was  also  colour-ringed  which  proved  she  was 
fledged  from  a  nest  in  the  Black  Isle,  Scottish  Highlands.  This  pair  successfully  fledged  1 
chick,  a  landmark  in  Welsh  ornithology.  Due  to  difficulties  to  access  the  nest  the  chick  was  not 
ringed. 


Update 

In  2005,  the  Glaslyn  nest  was  replaced  with  an  artificial  nest  platform,  both  adults  returned  and 
successfully  fledged  2  chicks.  At  the  Osprey  Site  2,  the  2004  nest  site  was  unoccupied.  Many 
ospreys  returning  to  north-west  Europe  in  April  2005  may  have  been  affected  by  bad  weather 
during  migration.  However,  ospreys  at  site  2  were  seen  throughout  the  summer  near  to  the  site 
but  breeding  was  not  confirmed. 
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Correction  to  Welsh  Birds  Vol  4  No.3  p255 
Autumn  Seawatching  at  Strumble  Head,  1994-2003 

Leach’s  Petrel 

Due  an  error  at  the  printers  the  wrong  chart  was  inserted  into  the  account  of  Leaches  Petrel. 
Below  is  the  whole  account  for  Leach’s  Petrel  and  the  correct  chart. 

LEACH'S  PETREL  Ocecmodromci  leucorhoa  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 


August  September  October  November 


Fig.  8  Distribution  of  Leach  \  Petrels 

Leach’s  Petrels  are  recorded  almost  annually  in  autumnal  gales  (NW  or  N  usually),  with  peak 
passage  in  mid-September  (Fig.  8).  The  number  recorded  each  year  varies  depending  on  the 
frequency  and  strength  of  these  gales.  Sometimes  as  few  as  19  have  been  recorded  (1994)  but 
260  were  logged  in  2001;  122  of  these  were  on  one  day.  Sept.  16  .  Birds  have  been  recorded 
between  Aug.  4th  and  Nov.  8th  but  a  late  one  was  seen  on  Dec.  26th  1997. 
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A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  during  2004 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museum  Wales,  Cat  hays  Park 

Cardiff.  CF10  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  17th  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales.  The  totals  show  another  slight  increase 
on  last  year  and  are  now  at  their  highest  for  six  years.  Highlights  for  2004  include:  four  new 
species  ringed  in  Wales;  the  old  Manx  Shearwater  was  recaught  on  Bardsey  again  this  year;  the 
number  of  Red  Kite  chicks  ringed  passed  the  200  mark  for  the  first  time;  and  the  expansion  of 
Cetti’s  Warbler  in  Wales  seems  to  show  no  signs  of  slowing. 

The  totals  for  some  of  our  common  woodland  species  reflect  a  good  breeding  season, 
benefitting  from  of  a  settled  spring  and  summer  with  rainfall  well  below  that  of  the  past  couple 
of  years.  The  year  as  a  whole  was  mild  but  with  well  above  average  rainfall  in  January,  August, 
September  and  October  making  up  for  the  dry  summer.  There  were  only  short-lived  cold  spells 
in  January,  February,  November  and  December,  with  snow,  when  it  fell,  lasting  only  a  day  or 
two.  With  any  luck  such  a  benign  year  should  result  in  increased  survival  rates  for  many 
species. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

As  usual  this  report  is  based  on  the  information  sent  in  by  ringers  who  responded  to  a  request 
for  information  sent  out  in  2005.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate 
any  major  changes  in  effort  and  the  details  of  any  interesting  ringing  recoveries  received  during 
the  year.  Ringers  get  a  great  many  forms  to  fill,  although  the  increase  in  computerised  data 
submission  to  the  BTO  is  making  life  slightly  easier  and  hence  extra  requests  are  slightly  less 
of  a  burden  than  they  used  to  be.  For  the  first  time  in  several  years  information  was  received 
from  new  ringers.  Although  three  of  them  can  hardly  be  considered  ‘new’  as  they  have  been 
ringing  in  Wales  for  some  years  -  in  one  case  since  1962!  The  2003  totals  have  been  updated  to 
include  their  records.  Unfortunately,  there  was  no  information  forthcoming  from  six  ringers 
who  have  responded  in  previous  years.  My  thanks  go  to  all  those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
reply,  for  2004  replies  were  received  from  38  ringers  and  9  groups. 

. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

The  totals  for  birds  ringed  in  2003  &  2004  are  shown  in  Table  1.  The  2004  full-grown  total  at 
23,020  is  the  highest  since  1996,  while  the  total  for  pulli  at  14,257  is  the  highest  since  1998. 
For  only  the  second  time  since  these  reports  started  in  1988  four  new  species  were  ringed 
during  the  year,  the  last  time  this  happened  being  1991 .  They  were:  Wigeon,  Baird's  Sandpiper, 
Sabine’s  Gull  and  Paddyfield  Warbler.  It  is  almost  certain  that  Wigeon  will  have  been  ringed  in 
Wales  at  some  time  in  the  past  but  none  have  been  caught  since  records  have  been  kept  for  this 
report.  The  Baird’s  Sandpiper  and  Sabine’s  Gull  were  both  caught  on  Bardsey.  These  are  both 
definitely  the  first  to  be  ringed  in  Wales  as  the  Baird’s  is  only  the  second  ever  to  be  caught  in 
the  UK  and  the  Sabine’s  the  third  and  the  ringing  sites  for  those  are  known.  The  Paddyfield 
Warbler  is  the  31st  to  be  caught  in  the  UK  and  is  the  first  time  this  species  has  ever  been 
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recorded  in  Wales.  All  but  two  of  the  60  or  so  accepted  records  have  been  at  coastal  sites  so  one 
turning  up  during  a  ringing  session  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  mid-Wales  was  a  real  surprise! 

New  record  full  grown  totals  were  achieved  for  six  species;  Snipe  (27),  Barn  Owl  (25),  Nightjar 
(21),  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (53),  Cetti’s  Warbler  (77)  and  House  Sparrow  (502).  The  first 
three  and  the  last  are  down  to  increased  effort,  not  that  much  in  the  case  of  Snipe  but 
considerably  more  so  for  House  Sparrow.  There  is  a  chance  that  the  Nightjar  total  reflects  the 
increasing  population  making  it  easier  to  catch  the  adults.  The  other  two  both  reflect  increasing 
populations,  the  BTO’s  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (BBS)  indicates  the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 
population  increased  by  67%  between  1994  and  2004  (Raven  et  al.  2005)  and  Cetti’s  Warblers 
are  still  colonising  new  areas.  There  were  also  notably  high  totals  achieved  for  several  other 
species  as  well.  Some  of  these  were  down  to  increased  effort,  the  Blackcap  total  (753)  was 
helped  considerably  by  special  effort  at  Llangorse  and  Yellowhammer  (59)  is  a  result  of 
targetting  feeding  sites.  Others  seem  to  reflect  increased  numbers  of  adults  around  given  that 
for  most  ringers  there  has  been  little  change  in  effort.  Of  particular  note  are  Greenfinch  ( 1,55 1 ) 
and  Bullfinch  (270),  both  second  highest  totals.  It  is  almost  certainly  not  coincidence  that  both 
have  also  shown  recent  substantial  population  increases  in  the  BBS  (12%  and  25% 
respectively).  Another  finch  species  also  had  its  best  total  for  years,  Lesser  Redpoll  (102)  and 
this  could  also  represent  a  real  population  increase.  Other  notable  highs  include:  Redshank 
(446),  Yellow  Wagtail  (16),  Grasshopper  Warbler  (98)  and  Goldcrest  (1,121)  but  these  reflect 
luck  in  getting  a  good  cannon-net  catch  (in  the  case  of  Redshank),  good  passage  on  Bardsey 
(Grasshopper  Warbler  and  Goldcrest)  and  roost  netting  of  Swallows  at  Llangorse  for  Yellow 
Wagtail.  Other  rare  or  unusual  species  caught  during  the  year,  besides  the  additions,  are 
Goshawk  (catching  adults  is  rather  unusual),  Green  Sandpiper,  Marsh  Warbler,  Pallas’s 
Warbler  and  Hawfinch. 

There  were  also  some  interesting  totals  for  pulli,  even  though  the  overall  total  is  near  average 

I  for  the  past  16  years.  One  landmark  is  that  for  the  first  time  more  than  200  Red  Kite  were 
ringed  in  Wales,  the  population  has  obviously  been  increasing  steadily  for  years  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  this  total  could  have  been  reached  before,  given  sufficient  effort,  but  still 
interesting  to  see  such  a  sudden  jump.  A  lot  of  effort  crawling  around  the  east  side  of  Bardsey 
produced  the  1 1  Storm  Petrel  chicks,  it  is  still  not  clear  whether  this  is  a  genuine  increase  or  not 
as  there  have  been  efforts  in  the  past  to  try  and  find  Storm  Petrels  on  the  island.  A  new  high 
was  also  set  for  Barn  Owl  (135),  by  some  margin  the  best  year  since  these  reports  began.  There 
was  some  increased  effort  but  it  does  appear  they  may  have  had  a  good  breeding  season  as  well. 
Perhaps  the  best  sign  that  2004  was  a  good  season  was  the  number  of  Blue  and  Great  Tit  chicks 
ringed,  2,51 1  and  1,488  respectively.  That  is  the  best  year  for  Blue  Tit  since  1995  and  the  third 
highest  total  overall  and  represents  a  55%  increase  on  the  2003.  The  difference  for  Great  Tit  is 
even  more  marked,  the  2004  total  is  the  second  highest  since  1988  and  a  massive  63%  increase 
on  2003.  The  BBS  also  shows  that  the  populations  of  both  species  increased  between  2003  and 
2004,  by  9%  and  6%  respectively,  indicating  that  the  increase  in  the  ringing  totals  do  represent 
a  real  increase  in  population.  Chough  also  appear  to  have  had  a  pretty  good  year  with  268 
chicks  ringed,  the  second  highest  total  since  the  Chough  colour-ringing  project  started.  The 
increased  conservation  interest  in  Tree  Sparrows  in  recent  years  continues  to  bear  fruit  with  a 
number  of  nest  box  schemes  now  in  operation  in  Wales,  the  result  of  this  was  a  new  high  of 
;  295. 

\ 
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There  were  relatively  few  species  with  low  totals  but  perhaps  the  most  striking  is  the  full  grown 
total  for  Willow  Warbler  (914),  with  so  many  other  species  enjoying  a  successful  year  such  a 
low  total  is  not  good  news.  However,  as  most  of  the  Willow  Warblers  ringed  are  passage  birds 
it  probably  reflects  the  decreases  elsewhere  in  its  range.  This  is  also  the  second  year  more 
Chiffchaffs  were  ringed  than  Willow  Warbler,  something  which  it  appears  will  continue  to 
happen  as  long  as  the  population  trend  for  Willow  Warbler  continues  to  downward. 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

Details  for  one  new  project  were  receive  during  the  year,  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group  have 
begun  a  five  year  project  to  study  Bam  Owls  in  northeast  Wales.  As  mentioned  above  the  Tree 
Sparrow  nest  box  projects  seem  to  be  having  a  definite  impact  -  particularly  if  the  results  from 
the  one  run  in  Gwent  by  the  Goldcliffe  Ringing  Group  is  anything  to  go  by.  In  2002  just  one 
chick  was  fledged,  in  2003  eight  chicks  fledged  from  two  broods  and  this  year  28  from  eight, 
still  a  small  colony  at  the  moment  but  a  real  success  story.  Other  projects  such  as  the  Swallow 
and  Whinchat  pulli  continued  as  evident  by  the  continued  high  totals  for  these  species. 

PUBLICATIONS  INVOLVING  RINGING  IN  WALES 
Once  again  there  is  rather  a  lack  of  publications: 

Howlett,  P.M.  (2005).  A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  during  2003.  Welsh 
Birds  Vol.  4  No. 2  2004  169-177.  Welsh  Ornithological  Society. 

Stansfield,  S.  (2005).  Ringing  Report  2004.  Bardsey  Observatory  Report  No. 
48:  2004.  88-97. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

As  is  customary  in  this  report  the  usual  plea  goes  out  for  non-ringers  to  let  me  know  of  any 
recoveries  they  find  (obviously  informing  the  BTO  first!),  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  about 
interesting  recoveries  found  by  the  general  public  and  the  BTO's  own  ringing  report  is  still 
running  a  few  months  behind  schedule. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery  details 
on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age  is  given  according 
to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  are  given  in  the 
main  systematic  list. 


Age  when  ringed 

1  pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but 
exact  year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but 
exact  year  unknown 

definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of 
ringing 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before 
year  of  ringing 

Sex 

M  =  male,  F  =  female 


Manner  of  recovery 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 

+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man- 
fresh 

I  found  sick  or  injured-not  released 

SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 

V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 
released  not  by  a  ringer 
VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 
colour  mark  records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R  -  breeding 
RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR- nesting 


Manx  Shearwater 

The  bird  tirst  ringed  on  17  May  1957  was  recaught  again  this  year,  making  it  now  at  least  46  years  358 
days  old  -  as  it  was  ringed  as  an  adult  it  will  have  been  at  least  three  and  possibly  more  years  old  at  the 
time.  The  effort  put  into  monitoring  this  species  on  Bardsey  resulted  in  several  birds  in  their  30s  being 
trapped  as  well. 


Cormorant 


5221469 

1 

Vv 

05.07.03 

Denny  Island,  Gwent. 

PFU 

17.08.03 

Chew  Valley  Lake,  Somerset. 

VV 

01.01.04 

Cotswold  Water  Park,  Wiltshire. 

vv 

29.08.04 

Cotswold  Water  Park,  Wiltshire. 

vv 

29.12.04 

Cotswold  Water  Park,  Wiltshire. 
63km  ESE  543  days 
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5221473 

1 

05.07.03 

Denny  Island,  Gwent. 

VV 

15.08.03 

Rutland  Water,  Feicestershire. 

vv 

18.04.04 

Groby  Pool,  Feicesetershire. 

VV 

29.04.04 

Groby  Pool,  Feicesetershire. 

vv 

15.07.04 

Chew  Valley  Fake,  Somerset. 

25km  SSE  397  days 

5221500 

I 

05.07.03 

Denny  Island,  Gwent.  • 

vv 

19.12.03 

Fower  farm  Gravel  Pit,  Newbury,  Berkshire. 

XF 

21.08.04 

Flandegfedd  Reservoir,  Gwent. 

25km  NW  434  days 

5224261 

1 

21.06.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

13.03.04 

Blakeney,  Norfolk. 

338km  E  266  days 

5224358 

1 

21.06.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

31.01.04 

Godstone,  Surrey. 

356km  SE  224  days 

5224398 

1 

21.06.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

15.01.04 

Tours,  Foire-Atlantique,  FRANCE. 

740km  SE  208  days 

5224478 

1 

19.06.04 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

06.1 1.04 

Exe  Estuary,  Exmouth,  Devon. 

303  km  S  140  days 

5224479 

1 

19.06.04 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

1 1.12.04 

Brent  Reservoir,  West  Hendon,  Greater  Fondon 
322km  SE  175  days 

5235574 

1 

19.06.04 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

23.09.04 

Rampside,  Barrow-in-Furness,  Cumbria. 

103  km  NE  96  days 

There  appears  to  be  a  marked  difference  between  the  fledging  movements  of  the  birds  from  the  relatively 
newly  established  Denny  Island  colony  and  the  older  colony  on  Puffin  Island.  The  Denny  Island  birds  only 
move  a  relatively  short  distance  into  England  and  spending  their  first  summer  relatively  close  to  the  colony. 
The  Puffin  Island  birds  move  much  further  from  the  colony,  unfortunatley  as  they  are  not  colour-ringed  like 
the  Denny  Island  birds  the  only  information  is  from  dead  birds  and  nothing  can  be  told  about  where  they 
may  spend  their  first  summer. 


Shag 


1029090 

1 

10.06.65 

Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Aberdaron,  Gwynedd. 

X 

28.05.88 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

75km  NE  8388  days 

1402173 

1 

19.06.04 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

VV 

21.09.04 

Sharpness  &  Gloucester  Canal,  nr  Slimbridge, 
Gloucestershire.  209km  SE  94  days 

Of  the  30  recoveries  reported  from  the  Puffin  Island  colony  this  year  this  is  the  only  one  outside 
1029090  has  just  come  to  light,  there  are  not  many  records  of  inter-colony  movements  for  Welsh 
almost  23  years  it  was  also  a  good  age,  although  still  seven  years  off  the  oldest. 


of  WTales. 
Shags.  At 


Spoonbill 

A  colour-ringed  bird  spent  most  of  the  autumn  of  2004  in  the  Penclacwydd/Loughour  Estuary  area.  It  had 
been  ringed  at  Terschelling,  Netherlands  and  came  to  Wales  via  a  month-long  stopover  in  Finistere  in 
France. 
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Great  White  Egret 


CA61147 

1 

28.04.03 

Lac  de  Grand-Lieu,  FRANCE.  47°10’N  1°40’W 

VV 

29.03.04 

Lac  de  Grand-Lieu,  FRANCE.  47°10’N  1°40’W 

vv 

27.05.04 

Leighton  Moss,  Lancashire,  (to  30.05.04) 

VV 

30.05.04 

Llanrhidian,  Burry  Inlet,  Glamorgan,  (to  09.06.04) 

540km  NNW  398  days 

This  bird  had  aready  returned  to  its  natal  colony  in  2004  before  deciding  to  wander  off.  Having  spent  a  few 
days  in  Lancashire  it  then  took  only  three  days,  at  most,  to  get  down  to  the  Burry  Inlet. 

Mute  Swan 

U4233 

3M 

01.10.93 

nr  Pwllheli,  Gwynedd. 

Blue  VN7 

VV 

25.04.04 

Chasewater,  Staffordshire. 

163km  E  3859  days 

In  between  ringing  and  April  2004  this  bird  has  been  seen  a  further  15  times  at  nine  other  localities.  This 

included  being  taken  into 

care  at  Chelmarsh  reservoir  in  Shropshre  where  he  spent  a  total  of  4  years. 

Goosander 

HT40816 

1M 

03.07.98 

River  Severn,  Llandinam,  Powys 

XF 

c. 15. 09. 03 

Selvika,  Havoysund,  NORWAY.  70°54’N  24°35’E 

2,494  km  NE  1900  days 

Male  Goosander  move  to  northern  Norway  each  year  to  moult  before  moving  back  to  near  their  breeding 

area. 

Oystercatcher 

496020 

4 

14.06.99 

Skutuvogur,  Reykjavik,  ICELAND.  64°08'N21°53’W 

R 

26.10.03 

Penmon,  Anglesey. 

1577km  SE  1595  days 

5124393 

1 

08.06.96 

Langholen,  Rogaland,  NORWAY.  58°49’N  5°36’E 

R 

22.11.03 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

862km  SW  2723  days 

FA14852 

8 

04.08.85 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

X 

09.07.03 

Fluoy,  Tysnes,  Hordaland,  NORWAY  60°06’N5°3 1  ’E 

959km  NE  6548  days 

FA39017 

6 

20.10.90 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

X 

02.05.04 

Olencheck  Island,  WhiteSea,RUSSIA66°  1 8’N33°25'E 
2528km  NE  4943  days 

A  selection  of  overseas  movements  from  this  years  batch  of  recoveries.  FA39017  is  slightly  turther  east 
than  normal.  The  oldest  bird  reported  this  year  was  18  years  6  months. 

Dunlin 

■8854705 

3 

14.08.03 

Revtangen,Klepp,RogalandNORWAY58o45'N5°30’E 

R 

25.01.04 

Bangor  Harbour,  Gwynedd. 

857km  SW  164  days 

A.  juvenile  trapped 

in  Norway  on  its  way  to 

spend  its  first  winter  in  North  Wales. 

Green  Sandpiper 
MV67932 

3 

22.07.04 

Ynyslas,  Borth,  Ceredigion. 

R 

02.08.04 

Nanjizal,  Land’s  End,  Cornwall. 

295km  SSW  1 1  days 

There  have  only  been'  four  Green  Sandpipers  ringed  in  Wales  since  1988  so  to  get  one  recovered  is  quite 
exceptional. 
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Redshank 

DK76340 


4 

R 


01.1 1.01 
05.07.05 


Rumney  Great  Wharf,  Glamorgan. 

Flatey,  BreidaQordur,  ICELAND.  65°22’N  22°55’W 
1,914km  NW  1312  days 

Many  of  the  Redshank  seen  on  the  Severn  Estuary  in  winter  are  Icelandic  breeding  birds  as  demonstrated 
by  this  bird. 


Turnstone 

K909372 


5 

R 


29.09.97 

06.03.04 


Noordzeestrand  Paal  46,NETHERLAND53°17’N4059’E 
Rhos-on-Sea,  Clwyd. 

579km  W  2350  days 

Recoveries  of  this  species  are  few7  and  far  between.  The  origin  of  this  bird  is  uncertain  as  first  year  birds  can 
summer  in  Europe.  It  could  be  from  the  more  common  Canadian/Greenland  population  sumering  further 
east  than  normal,  or,  it  could  be  from  the  Fenno/Scandinavian  population  which  would  be  more  unusual  for 


western  Britain. 


i 


Mediterranean  Gull 

There  have  been  further  sightings  of  colour-ringed  birds  from  the  colony  at  Antwerp  in  Belgium.  One  was 
seen  a  total  of  eight  times  in  the  Blackpill/Bracelet  Bay  area.  Another  which  had  been  frequenting  this  area 
during  2003  then  moved  on  to  Hayling  Island.  Yet  another  bird,  last  seen  at  Blackpill  in  September  2003,  j 
was  seen  three  months  later  in  the  Asturias  region  of  Spain  where  it  stayed  until  January  2004  before  being  f 
seen  in  France,  possibly  on  its  way  back  to  have  a  look  at  the  colony. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

As  usual  there  were  a  plethora  of  colour-ring  sightings  of  this  species,  over  480  from  the  gulls  ringed  on 
Flatholm!  There  were  a  further  ten  sightings  of  birds  ringed  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd. 


Country 

Sightin 

England 

390 

Wales 

33 

Portugal 

48 

Spain 

16 

Morocco 

3 

France 

1 

Germany 

1 

The  bulk  of  the  English  sightings  (253  )  are  from  the  Gloucester  Land  fill  site  which  is  obviously  a  majoi 
feeding  area  for  the  birds,  all  but  five  of  the  Welsh  sightings  are  from  Flatholm.  Other  major  sites  ir 
England  are  a  landfill  near  Stoke  Orchard,  nr  Gloucester  and  Caine  Sand  pits  near  Chippenham.  Nearly  al 
the  Portuguese  sightings  come  from  Matozinhos,  near  Porto  and  Figueira  da  Foz,  half  way  down  the  w  es 
coast. 


Sandwich  Tern 
DN46103 


XF 


06.07.83 

21.05.04 


Rhosneigr,  Anglesey 
Cemlyn  Bay,  Anglesey 
19km  N  7625  days. 

Fortunately  the  colony  at  Cemlyn  is  doing  very  well  so  the  loss  of  this  adult  to  a  Peregrine  is  not  toe 
serious.  At  2 1  this  bird  is  some  way  from  being  the  oldest  Sandwich  Tern  known  but  it  is  still  going  to  have 
covered  some  miles  in  its  life. 


Common  Tern 
SX54360 


1 

VV 

R 


16.06.96 

20.07.00 

09.04.04 


Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

The  Skerries,  Anglesey. 

Zeebrugge,  BELGIUM.  51°20’N  3°1  l’E 
405 


473km  SE  2854  days 


V41006 

1 

18.06.00 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

vv 

30.06.02 

Seaforth  Nature  Reserve,  Merseyside. 

R 

04.05.04 

Zeebrugge,  BELGIUM.  5 1  °20’N  3°  1  UE 
473km  SE  1416  days 

V41122 

1 

18.06.00 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

X 

15.09.04 

Prampram,  GHANA.  5°34’N  0°8’E. 
5286km  S  1550  days 

X09790 

1 

22.06.97 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

I  ' 

R 

15.12.03 

Fata,  SENEGAL.  14°6’N  16°47’W 

R 

22.1 1.04 

Fata,  SENEGAL.  14°6’N  16°47’W 

4515km  SSW  2710  days 

V41122  is  the  129th  British-ringed  Common  Tern  to  be  found  in  Ghana  but  fortunately  there  have  only 
een  four  in  the  past  five  years,  a  testimony  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  education  campaigns  run  by  BirdLife 
itemational  during  the  1990s  to  reduce  recreational  catching.  As  well  as  SX09790  there  were  a  further  six 

Iightings  of  ringed  birds  at  Fata  over  a  fourteen  day  period.  The  sighting  date  of  SX  54360  suggests  it  is 
kely  to  be  breeding  on  the  Skerries.  It  is  interesting  that  this  bird  and  SV41006  were  both  seen/caught  at 
eebrugge  in  early  May.  There  is  very  little  visible  passage  of  UK  breeding  birds  around  the  British  coast 
’  i  spring,  these  sightings  could  suggest  that  some  British  birds  go  some  way  east  before  returning, 
verland,  to  their  colonies. 

iuillemot 


.36388 

1 

21.06.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

10.04.04 

Arisaig,  Highland. 

415km  N  294  days 

.  .36432 

1 

21.06.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

03.04.04 

Padstow,  Cornwall. 

314km  S  287  days 

.36448 

1 

05.07.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

02.03.04 

Golfe  de  Gascogne,  Bay  of  Biscay,  SPAIN.  43°22’N  1°56’W 

1 1 1 7km  S  241  days 

dthough  most  Welsh  Guillemots  head  south  in  their  first  winter,  not  all  do,  as  shown  by  R36388. 

and  Martin 

j  '028368 

3J 

21.07.04 

Oxford  Island,  Lough  Neagh,  N.  Ireland. 

1 

R 

27.08.04 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

354km  SE  37  days. 

'251620 

3J 

26.07.04 

Ashton  Keynes,  Wiltshire. 

R 

28.07.04 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

98km  W  2  days 

lirds  can  move 

quite  rapidly  from  roost 

to  roost  during  the  autumn,  not  necessarily  working  their  way 

auth  before  they  leave  the  UK  altogther. 

,  ied  Wagtail 

8193 

1 

16.07.70 

Kvisker,  Oraefi,  ICELAND  63°59’N  16°26’W 

X 

c.01. 09.70 

Ruthin,  Clwyd 

I 

1,424  km  SSE  46  days 

his  ring  has  only  just  come 

to  light.  It  is 

the  13th  time  an  Iceland  ringed  Pied  Wagtail  has  been  recovered 

j  l  the  UK. 

X 

j  /ren 

'  Ml 991 

3 

22.08.00 

Burton  Point  Farm,  Wirral. 

X 

05.03.04 

nr  Corwen,  Gwynedd. 

41km  SW  1291  days 
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Any  movement  over  20km  is  pretty  noteworthy  for  such  a  sedentary  species. 
Blackbird 


CL82350 

4F 

03.11.02 

Fife  Ness,  Crail,  Fife. 

R 

20.11.03 

Rhos-on-Sea,  Clwyd. 

338km  SSW  382  days 

CT10816 

3 

17.10.03 

Buckton,  Humberside. 

XF 

27.10.03 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire 
342km  SW  10  days 

Over  the  years  the  ringer  reporting  CL82350  has  had  the  good  fortune  with  Blackbirds,  catching  two  which 
have  been  ringed  in  Scotland  and  having  one  he  ringed  caught  again  on  Fair  Isle  -  all  were  caught  in  his 
back  garden.  CT10816  is  a  rapid  movement,  most  likely  of  a  continental  bird  moving  across  into  Ireland. 


Grasshopper  Warbler 

P323646  4  09.08.03  nr  Bronbannog,  Clocaenog  Forest,  Clwyd. 

R  06.06.04  Cottham  Power  Station,  Nottinghamshire. 

181km  E  302  days 

This  bird  is  possibly  breeding  in  Nottinghamshire,  so  a  slightly  odd  route  for  an  adult  to  take  out  of  the 
country  in  2003. 

Aquatic  Warbler 

8455669  3  10.08.03  Veume,  West- Vlaanderen,  BELGIUM.  51  °4’N  2°3 9’ E 

R  14.08.03  Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

448km  W  4  days 

This  is  only  the  third  foreign-ringed  Aquatic  Warbler  to  be  reported  in  the  UK,  the  other  two  were  fromu 
Poland  in  1990.  As  with  the  Reed  Warbler  below  this  is  a  rapid  movement  and  gives  an  idea  just  how 
quickly  birds  can  move  when  on  migration.  i:i 

Sedge  Warbler 

P895953  3  08.08.04  Icklesham,  Sussex. 

R  13.08.04  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

296km  WNW  5  days 

It  is  surprising  how  widely  birds  can  disperse  around  the  UK  before  they  finally  leave  the  country,  this  can 
include  quite  long  movements  in  the  opposite  direction  to  what  may  seem  most  likely  for  them. 

i  8 

Reed  Warbler 


R405460  3J  15.08.03 

R  21.08.03 

A  very  quick  movement  south. 


Uskmouth,  Gwent. 

Le  Braud,  Grues,  Vendee,  FRANCE. 
585km  S  6  days 


Blackcap 
R 124462 


3JM 

V 


06.09.03 

14.09.03 


Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

Taounate,  MOROCCO,  c.  34°N  4°W 
1933km  S  58  days. 

A  fairly  rapid  movement  south  to  the  normal  wintering  area  for  British  Blackcaps. 


.  J 


Chiffchaff 

1M2341 


m 


4M 

R 

R 


18.03.02 

27.08.02 

15.08.04 


Meols,  Wirral. 

nr  Bron  Bannog,  Clocaenog  Forest,  Clwyd. 
nr  Bron  Bannog,  Clocaenog  Forest,  Clwyd. 

43km  SW  881  days 

An  indication  of  how  faithful  birds  can  be  to  migration  routes,  returning  to  the  same  spot  each  autumn  on 
their  way  south. 


ii 


407 


ed  Flycatcher 

'01753  1  14.06.01  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Powys. 

R  27.04.04  Portland,  Dorset. 

198km  SE  1048  days 

lere  are  not  many  records  of  Welsh  Pied  Flycatchers  along  the  south  coast  in  spring  as  it  is  thought  they 
me  straight  in  to  the  breeding  territory  from  much  further  south.  There  were  severe  thunderstorms  and 
avy  rain  over  southern  Britain  on  the  night  of  the  26/27  April  which  will  almost  certainly  be  the  reason 
is  bird  made  landfall  at  Portland.  Despite  much  searching  it  was  not  found  in  the  area  it  was  ringed  but 
ay  well  have  settled  to  breed  away  from  where  it  fledged. 


ue  Tit 


538490 

1 

05.06.00 

Little  Beck,  North  Yorkshire. 

\ 

R 

01.06.03 

Uskmouth,  Gwent. 

585km  SSW  1,091  days 

793913 

4 

04.10.03 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

23.10.03 

Cape  Clear,  Cork,  Eire. 

354km  WSW  19  days 

wo  spectacular  movement 

for  a  normally  sedentary  species.  Hopefully  P793913  changed  course  at  Cape 

-ear  and  carried  on  around 

Eire  otherwise  it  will  have  disappeared  out  to  sea. 

arling 

197880 

3 

06.07.01 

Ventes  Ragus,  Silute,  LITHUANIA.  55°20’N  21°12’E 

R 

27.10.03 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

1721km  W  874  days 

years  gone  by  reports  of 

Starlings  ringed  in  Eastern  Europe  were  fairly  commonplace  but  the  reduction 

effort  in 

trapping  them  and  also  the  disappearance  of  some  large  roosts  means  they  are  now  tew  and  tar 

Tween. 

ouse  Sparrow 

A3 1882 

1 

1 1.05.03 

nr  Bodelwyddan,  Clwyd. 

XF 

17.05.04 

Wem,  Shropshire. 

72km  SE  372  days 

lis  is  one 

of  the  most  sedentary  species 

in  the  UK  so  a  70km  movement  is  particularly  noteworthy. 

skin 

726189 

6F 

1 1.03.03 

Nantyglo,  Gwent. 

XF 

28.01.04 

Ballinmallard,  Fermanagh,  N.  Ireland. 

416km  NW  323  days 

301916 

5M 

01.02.03 

Lower  Cwmtwrch,  Glamorgan. 

R 

29.03.04 

Chestfield,  Whitstable,  Kent. 

339km  E  422  days. 

V 440916 

5M 

18.04.04 

Gleadthorpe  Grange,  Warsop,  Nottinghamshire. 

R 

04.06.04 

Lwynmawr,  Clwyd. 

141km  WSW  47  days 

529386 

5M 

04.03.04 

Draycott,  Gloucestershire. 

R 

27.05.04 

Lwynmawr,  Clwyd. 

140km  NW  84  days 

804156 

6M 

1 1.04.04 

Llwynmawr,  Clwyd. 

R 

30.04.04 

Clochan,  nr  Buckie, 

i 


523km  N  19  days 

nis  shows  just  how  mobile  Siskins  can  be.  R804156  was  almost  certainly  returning  to  breed  in  Scotland; 
726189  and  P801916  could  also  be  a  Scottish  breeding  birds  wintering  in  different  areas  in  successive 
;ars.  The  other  two  birds  are  most  likely  breeding  in  Wales  and  give  an  idea  as  to  where  Welsh  birds 
sperse  for  winter. 
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Table  1 :  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  2003  and  2004 


2003  2004  2003  2004 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Fulmar 

7 

- 

6 

- 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

- 

1 

- 

Manx  Shearwater 

2151 

367 

824 

38 

Ringed  Plover 

18 

2 

20 

Storm  Petrel 

62 

1 

39 

11 

Grey  Plover 

- 

- 

1 

-j 

Leach's  Petrel 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Lapwing 

11 

12 

4 

8- 

Cormorant 

- 

411 

- 

440 

Knot 

7 

- 

36 

-i 

Shag 

6 

343 

17 

428 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Grey  Heron 

- 

19 

- 

- 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

1 

Mute  Swan 

14 

25 

35 

49 

Dunlin 

306 

- 

771 

1 

Greylag  Goose 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

- 

J 

Canada  Goose 

300 

- 

250 

- 

Snipe 

21 

- 

27 

-1 

Shelduck 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Woodcock 

- 

- 

1 

j 

Mallard 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Whimbrel 

2 

- 

4 

Wigeon 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Curlew 

79 

2 

97 

X 

Teal 

1 

- 

5 

- 

Black-tailed  Godwit 

4 

- 

1 

-) 

Honey  Buzzard 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

4 

- 

1 

- 

Red  Kite 

- 

125 

- 

203 

Redshank 

276 

- 

442 

J 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

33 

- 

23 

Green  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Sparrowhawk 

12 

- 

13 

- 

Common  Sandpiper 

2 

- 

9 

- 

Goshawk 

- 

39 

2 

31 

Turnstone 

207 

- 

123 

-j 

Buzzard 

- 

35 

2 

6 

Black-headed  Gull 

- 

1 

25 

Kestrel 

- 

37 

3 

24 

L.  B.B.  Gull 

13 

736 

11 

416 

Merlin 

1 

12 

- 

7 

Herring  Gull 

5 

701 

5 

485 

Hobby 

- 

6 

- 

7 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

- 

127 

- 

108 

Peregrine 

- 

20 

1 

17 

Sabine's  Gull 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Water  Rail 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Kittiwake 

76 

220 

83 

149' 

Moorhen 

13 

- 

2 

- 

Common  Tern 

- 

815 

- 

793! 

Oystercatcher 

915 

2 

700 

- 

Arctic  Tern 

- 

- 

- 

144} 

Avocet 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Little  Tern 

- 

46 

- 

27| 

409 


2003 


2004 


2003 


2004 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Species  FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Guillemot 

38 

441 

27 

516 

Robin 

591 

44 

581 

36 

Razorbill 

75 

171 

62 

334 

Nightingale 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Puffin 

12 

56 

25 

14 

Black  Redstart 

5 

- 

2 

- 

Stock  Dove 

2 

25 

- 

19 

Redstart 

27 

68 

46 

137 

Woodpigeon 

9 

1 

13 

4 

Whinchat 

30 

340 

30 

279 

Collared  Dove 

3 

- 

12 

7 

Stonechat 

25 

43 

14 

33 

Cuckoo 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Wheatear 

- 

21 

17 

29 

Bam  Owl 

1 1 

112 

25 

135 

Ring  Ouzel 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Tawny  Owl 

- 

11 

2 

5 

Blackbird 

572 

41 

516 

41 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

- 

1 

9 

Fieldfare 

13 

- 

20 

- 

Little  Owl 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Song  Thrush 

166 

17 

178 

14 

Nightjar 

18 

15 

21 

6 

Redwing 

95 

- 

162 

- 

Swift 

- 

2 

5 

Mistle  Thrush 

2 

- 

3 

4 

Kingfisher 

8 

- 

8 

- 

Cetti's  Warbler 

44 

- 

77 

2 

Green 

Woodpecker 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Grasshopper  W. 

40 

- 

98 

- 

Gt  Sp. 

Woodpecker 

41 

- 

53 

3 

Aquatic  Warbler 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Skylark 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Sedge  Warbler 

887 

- 

938 

- 

Sand  Martin 

50 

- 

369 

- 

Reed  Warbler 

1279 

20 

1159 

22 

Swallow 

295 

825 

382 

674 

Marsh  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

House  Martin 

22 

- 

2 

- 

Paddyfield  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

5 

3 

14 

4 

leterine  Warbler 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Tree  Pipit 

26 

- 

7 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

35 

- 

36 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

204 

10 

146 

- 

Whitethroat 

167 

- 

260 

- 

Yellow  Wagtail 

3 

- 

16 

- 

Garden  Warbler 

87 

8 

75 

- 

Grey  Wagtail 

20 

55 

2 

28 

Blackcap 

520 

- 

753 

- 

Pied  Wagtail 

22 

42 

111 

25 

Pallas's  Warbler 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Yellow-browed 

Dipper 

5 

152 

8 

116 

Warbler 

1 

- 

“ 

“ 

Wren 

463 

5 

434 

3 

Wood  Warbler 

3 

52 

9 

75 

Dunnock 

352 

12 

401 

6 

Chiffchaff 

1069 

- 

1040 

- 

410 


2003 


2004 


2003 


2004 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Willow  Warbler 

1024 

8 

914 

21 

Rook 

- 

- 

1 

Goldcrest 

741 

- 

1121 

- 

Raven 

1 

5 

- 

Firecrest 

4 

- 

9 

- 

Starling 

137 

- 

65 

Spotted 

Flycatcher 

42 

31 

23 

36 

House  Sparrow 

318 

126 

502 

Pied  Flycatcher 

439 

2749 

452 

3338 

Tree  Sparrow 

4 

191 

14 

Long-tailed  Tit 

261 

- 

281 

- 

Chaffinch 

938 

22 

1033 

Marsh  Tit 

9 

- 

19 

12 

Brambling 

6 

- 

4 

Willow  Tit 

17 

- 

14 

- 

Greenfinch 

1466 

- 

1551 

Coal  Tit 

443 

1 

326 

8 

Goldfinch 

119 

- 

123 

Blue  Tit 

2424 

1619 

2511 

2567 

Siskin 

592 

- 

514 

Great  Tit 

999 

806 

912 

1488 

Linnet 

35 

7 

87 

Nuthatch 

64 

45 

59 

70 

Redpoll  sp. 

O 

o 

- 

4 

Treecreeper 

52 

- 

49 

- 

Lesser  Redpoll 

69 

- 

102 

Jay 

13 

- 

6 

- 

Crossbill 

26 

- 

- 

Magpie 

19 

- 

12 

- 

Bullfinch 

189 

- 

270 

Chough 

11 

216 

7 

268 

Hawfinch 

- 

- 

2 

Jackdaw 

6 

26 

24 

20 

Yellowhammer 

10 

- 

59 

Carrion  Crow 

- 

2 

4 

1 

Reed  Bunting 

169 

- 

208 

Totals 

22533 

12586 

23020 

41 1 
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'Welsh  Birds’  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  twice 
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Bird  Report  and  the  annual  Report  on  Bird  Monitoring  in  Wales.  The  Ringing  Report  is 
now  a  standard  feature  ot  the  June  issue. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  WTelsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or 
amateur,  with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing 
information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an 
independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the 
journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor 
(address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or 
English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both 
Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary.  This  follows  standard  international 
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Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be 
short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be 
submitted  in  either  Welsh  or  English. 

Each  volume  comprises  at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for 
binding,  if  readers  so  desire.  A  member,  David  Chatfield,  has  recommended  Principal 
Bookbinders  Ltd.  Ynyscedwyn  Industrial  Estate,  Ystradgynlais,  Swansea  SA9  IDT, 
who  have  done  an  excellent  job  for  him.  Binding  will  be  in  black  buckram,  with  gold 
lettering  and  the  Society's  logo  on  the  spine,  at  a  price  of  £15  per  volume. 
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